


Mr, Williams, 

Sir K,Cornwallis's note is a very 
interesting and suggestive document. It seems 
clear that the Kurds have definite grounds of 
complaint, The various pledges given to them by 
or on behalf of the Iraq Government from time to time 
are not being very strictly implemented. Certain of 
those pledges, as is pointed out. by Oe, ; San Be 
would be extremely difficult to carry into effect in 
the existing circumstances, and moreover, would do 
little to remove the present dissatisfaction among 
the Kurds, Sir K,Cornwallis has, however, abe oer 
concrete proposals for removing Kurdish grievances. 
These are summarised on page 10 of his note. The 
action that he proposes seems to me entirely sound, 
His “additional recommendation" for the additionef a 
Kurdish symbol to the Iraq flag may, however, give 
‘rise to some aiffioulty, since to give it effect 
would involve amending the Iraq Constitution, in whigh! 
document a full desoription of the Iraqi flag ia set 
out. i 

I do not think that we need do more than | 
send copies of this despatch and of the enclosure to : 
the Air Ministry and Foreign Office, LF€, fer. { 
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The term "the granted pe anh and privileges" 
used in this telegranynay have some reference to 
the decision of the Council of the League of 
Nations in connection with the Turco-Irag 
frontier in 1926 which reaéas follows :- 

"The british Government as Mandatory Power 
is invited to lay before the Council the 
administrative measures which will be taken with 
a view to securing for the Kurdish populations 
mentioned in the Report of the Commission of 
Enquiry the guarantees regarding local adminis- 
tration recommended by the Commission in its 
final conclusions." 

The recommendations of the Frontier 
Commission regarding the Kurdish populations 
referred to in the Council's decision agove were 
as follows :- 

"Regard must be paid to the desire expressed 
by the Kurds that officials of Kurdish race 
should be appointed for the administration of their 


country, the dispensation of justice and teaching 


(*) 


a ad 


in the schools and that Kurdish should ve the 
official language of all these services", 

It was pointed out to the League of e 
-Nations at the time that the administration did 
in fact to a large extent carry out these 
recommendations. (For fuller information see 
enclosure to 41 of Cmd.2624 copy annexed). 

I Reference to the correspondence on this file 
will show, however, that since then the attitude 
of the Irag Government with regard to the Kurds 
has not been all that it might have been, and 
that there is some disposition to hedge with 
regard to their pledges. (4) of this file 
states that considerable anxiety has been 
evinced during the past few months everywhere 
among the Kurds as to the future when British 
control over Iraq is terminated, and that there 
have been one or two sporadic manifestations of 
disturbed feeling. 

See also the attached note of a 
discussion with Nuri Pasha on the 15th July 
which shows that there is Kurdish agitation 
in Iraq, and that certain fresh measures for the 
satisfaction of Kurdish demands have been under 
discussion. J& a4 

In paragraph 4 of his wadatell despatch 7 
covering copies of the signed Treaty, Sir Francis 
Humphrys remarked that the measure of independence 
granted to Iraq under the new Treaty would no 
doubt be viewed with uneasiness by the Kurdish 
and Christian minorities. 

Our attitude in the matter mst, I 
think, clearly be that the Treaty purports to 


, govern only the relations between H.\i.G. and Iraq t 


/ 
y 


(a 


foc 


aad 


om that it does not, in any case, come into 
force until Iraq is admitted to the League of 
Nations, and that it will be for the League of 
Nations to exact any safeguards which they may 
consider necessary for the safeguarding of 
minorities such as the Kurds. In this connec- 
tion it will be remembered that one of the 
undertakings which we have recommended that Traq 
should be prepared to make to the League of 
Nations is - "Iraq undertakes not to modify the 


existi 


axzak provisions of the Organic Law of Iraq in 
such @ manner as to constitute any difference 
in rights before the Law among Iraqis on the 
ground of difference of race, religion or 
language." And, commenting on that proposed 
undertaking, the S.of S. in his despatch of 
othe Tug 

5th Marchsobserved that various organs of the 
League Picteens had shown themselves extremely 
solicitous of the welfare of racial and religious 
minorities in the Near and Middle East, ant 
their report to the Council on the Iraq Report 
for 1928 the Permanent Mandates Comnission had 
suggested that as a condition precedent to the 
admission of Iraq to the League adequate safe- 
guards on the subject of minorities should be 
obtained. The despatch went on to remark that 
the Iraq Government would almost certainly be 
required to give an assurance in terms similar 
to those of the undertaking quoted above. 

In his above mentioned despatch on 
the Treaty Sir F. Humphrys stated that he 
anticipated 


anticipated no difficulty in ensuring that 
the requisite assurance Mould be given by the 
Iraq Government, e 

We do not know anything of the Kurds 
who have attached their hames to this telegram, 
and it would appear desirable in the first place 
to consult Sir F. Humphrys as to their status. 

It may be that they are not of sufficient 
importance to require any reply other than a 
mere acknowledgment. If, however, Sir F. 
Humphrys considers that their status demands 
something more than a mere acknowledgment, it 
might be to the effect that the Treaty (which 
will by that time have been published) governs 
only .thelrelations between H.M.G. and Iragj pre. 
that it does not, in any case, come into fordée 
until Iraq is a member of the League of Nations, 
and that it is open to the Kurds, if they 
consider they have any cause for apprehension, 
a position which H.M.G, consider unlikely, 

to make representations through the proper 
channel to the League of Nations. 

Such a reply would, of course, go 
through the Acting High Commissioner and it 
would, I suggest, be showm to the Iraq Government 
first. It might have a salutary effect upon 
then. 72 Gnacmee wow A Mf leper. 
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do: @- = have discussed this with Sir Francis 
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Mr.Williams. 


Humphrys 


(bA Alte td: 266 —— a We a) 
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Humphrys and submit a telegrem to the Acting High 
Commissioner on lines agreed with him. He 
thinks that it would be unwise to take the action 
suggested at "A" in Mr.Bowyer's minute. This 
would not only probably offend the Iraq 
Government but might encourage the Kurds and 
other minorities to'fire ina number of protests 
and petitions to the League of Nations between 
now and 1932. These would certainly not 
predispose the League Council in favour of the 
admission of Iraq to membership of the League 
in that year and could be used by opponents of 
our policy of emancipation (e.g. the French and 
Italian Governments) as an excuse for pressing 


for a postponement of Iraq's admission. 


ell 
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Sir G.Grindle. 

Nos. 8 and 17. 2 
I have discussed these telegrams 

with Sir Francis Humphrys and submit the 

draft of a reply to Baghdad on lines agreed 


with him. 


yan 
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Sir G, Grindle. 

Please see Nos. 29, 33 and 37 on this 
file. Sir F. Humphrys has discussed this question 
at great length with King Faisal and Nuri Pasha, 
but he has been quite unable to induce them to 
accept the. further concessions to Kurdish senti- 
ment which the Acting High Commissioner, Major | 
Young, thinks necessary in order to render the 
Ifaq Government's Kurdish policy acceptable to the 
Kurds themselves. These two concessions are .- 

(1) that the proposed new Kurdish Educational 

area should be in the charge of a Kurdish Area 
Education Officer and not, as the Iraq Government 
propose, a Kurdish Inspector of Education ( an 
official of lower status and more limited powers) ;and 
(2) that within that area there should be establisha 
two/Secondary schools. King Faisal and his Prime 
Minister are not satisfied (a) that these 

proposals are necessary or desirable in themselves, 
or (b) that, if conceded, they would have any 
appreciable effect in relieving the present 

fn t4 in the Kurdish districts. They also feel 
that if they were to intervene with the Iraq 

Cabinet from London their action would be deeply 
resented and there would be a serious danger of 

the Cabinet resigning. Sir F. Humphrys, I 


understand, 





!) 


understand, feels considerable sympathy with 
their views. 

I submit the draft of a telegram. the 
greater part of which,as you will see, has been 
drafted by Sir F. Humphrys himself. The 
paragraph which I have added/ie ¢ on lines 
discussed and agreed with him. I do not think 
that we can possibly issue definite instructions 
to the Acting High Commissioner from this end 
on the question whether in the circumstances he 
should or should not accompany the Iraq Acting 
Brime Minister on his proposed tour through the 
Kurdish districts. This is a question which 
mast, I think, be decided by Major Young in the 
light of the local situation. If he accompanies 
Jaf'ar Pasha he will be wesmatothag H.M.G, with 
the Iraq Government's Kurdish policy. This 
would clearly be undesirable if he is really 
meee ee hat that policy (which goes far beyond 
our Ecce ne to the League of Nations on the 
subject) is really inadequate amd unsatisfactory. 
On the other ham, if he does not accompany Jaf'ar 
Pasha, the latter's tour is likely to fail of its 
object as Sulgite a division of opinion between 
H.M.G. and the Iraq Government. . In all the 
circumstances I think that we must leave the 
decision of this difficult question to the man 


on the spot. 
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Sir G. Grindle. 
#1 e¢ 


Nos /47, 48 and 49. I have not yet haa an @ 


opportunity for discussing with Sir Francis 
Humphrys, the draft Speeches to be made by 
Major Young and the Acting Prime Minister of 
Iraq, as summarised in Nos. 48 and 49. These 
telegrams had not been received when Sir FP. 
Humphrgs tektephoned to me this morning. I 
aid, however, read over to him on the telephone. 
Major Young's telegram, No. 363 (No. 47 on 
file) and he then undertook to press King 
Faisal to telegraph to his brother ,King Ali 
(who is acting as Regent during his absence) 
in the sense suggested by Major Young. He will, 
no doubt, do so. In the meantime I submit the 
draft of a telegram in reply to Major Young 
which has been drawn up in consultation with 
the Foreign Office. I think that Major Young 
fully deserves the word of commendation which 
I have tenetetiy Tansee’ at the end of the 
telegran. It is no small achievement to have 
reached unanimity with the Iraq Government on 
this very difficult question. We ought 
to telegraph tonight, as Major Young and the 
Acting Prime Minister will be proceeding on 
their tour of the Kurdish districts next 
Friday. 


Submitted that the draft telegram m 





issue rovided that it is concurred in b 





Sir F. Humphrys, who will be calling at the 





Office Aatér this evening and can then be 


shown the draft. 
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Mr, Williams. 


Sir Francis Humphrys discussed the 
Kurdish situation, as reported in Major Young's 


telegram of the 18th of August, (No. 69 on file), 
with Nuri Pasha at great length. The results 
emerging from this discussion are explained in 
the draft telegram submitted herewith for conson, 
I was present at most of the discussion. It 
proved quite impossible to move Nuri Pasha from his 
attitude in regard to:- 

(a) the prosecution of certain Kurdish 


agitators, and 


(b) the temporary postponement of the 
promulgation of the draft Language Law. 
In regard to (b) Nuri Pasha explained 
that King Faisal had not been consulted in regard 
to the Kurdish policy announced by the Acting 
Prime Minister on the occasion of his recent 
joint tour of the Kurdish districts with Major 
Young and he had insisted that he should see the 
draft Language Law before it was communicated. 
In all the circumstances, King Faisal's attitude 
is perhaps not entirely unreasonable, As regards 
Part 2 of the telegram, I should explain that Lord 
Monteagle telephoned to me yesterday to say that 
the Foreign Office concurred in the draft telegram 
enclosed in my letter to him of the 18th of August 
(No. 68 on file). I am sending him a copy of the 
draft telegram now submitted and I suggest that, 
if he is prepared to conour in ite terms on behalf 


of the Foreign Office, it should be allowed to isste, 
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Mr. Williams. 


Nos.75, 76 and 77. The immediate 
question put to us by the Acting High Commissioner 
is whether or not we are prepared to authorise him 
to reply to the signatories of the Kurdish petition 
to the League in the terms of the draft enclosed 
in his despatch (see flag 4), as modified by his 
telegram of the 22nd August (No.77 on file). The 
reply as orginally drafted is I think unexceptionable, 
but I am not so sure about the addition proposed 
in No.77. This addition is open to much the same 
objection as the Iraq Government's proposal to 
prosecute certain of the Kurdish agitators (see Nos. 
69 and 72 on file). It has a minatory ring about it. 
The reply as despatched will probably ultimately be 
published, and I am inclined to think that if it 
finds its way to Geneva it might create a bad 
impression. Qn the other hand the Iraq Government 
cannot be expected to let this Kurdish agitation 
develop and gain force without some risk to internal 
security and public order. In my opinion the 
additional sentence prop@ ed in No.77 would be 
unobjectionable if it were recast in the following 
form, coming immediately after the final sentence 
of the original draft reply:- 

"If however, subversive activities continue 
during the period that will elapse before a 
reply is received from the Council of the 


League 


League of Nations, the Iraq Government will @ 
have no option but to take disciplinary action 
against the offenders in the interests of the 
preservation of internal security and public 
order". 
If you agree we shgula put this 
Suggestion to the Foreign office for their 
concurrence. before replying to Major Young. 
Major Young's despatch provides us 

with the necessary material for framing our 
observations upon the Kurdish petition. He has 
forwarded a letter from the Iraq Acting Prime 
Minister communicating the observations of the 
Iraq Government upon that petition. It would 
be possible now therefore, to forward the 
petition to Geneva together with a copy of 
Ja'far Pasha's letter (and enclosure), under 
cover of a letter on the lines of the pemlti- 
mate paragraph of Major Young's telegram of 
13th dugust (No.63 on file), but although 
Ja'far Pasha's letter is satisfactory enough 
and the Kurdish policy outlined therein is 
likely to be pes oT as adequate by the League 
of Nations, there are serious grounds for doubt 
whether the Iraq Government really intend to 
put that policy into effect, and genuinely to 
implement the pledges given to the Kurds. 


Sir K. Cormwallis's memorandun, 


a copy of which is appended to Major Young's 
despatch 


despatch, shows that there is a very definite 
movement in the Iraq Cabinet in favour of whittling 
down the Iraq Government's professed Kurdish policy. 
Even in the despatch itself there is ample evidence 
for doubting the Iraq Government's good faith in this 
matter. I am inclined to think that, before we 
commit ourselves vis & vis Geneva and officially 
associate ourselves with the Iraq Government in 
supporting their contention that they are honouring 
their pledges to the Kurds and have carried out the 
undertakings given to the League on their behalf 

by H-M.G., it would be well to await more concrete 
evidence that the Iraq Government really intend to 
stand by their pledges and their published policy. 
‘For this purpose it would be better to wait until 
Nuri Pasha returns to Iraq and I think,until the 
draft Language Law has been published. 

As you will see from Major Young's despatch, 
the anti-Kurdish element in the Iraq Cabinet is 
inspired by Yasin Pasha. For some months now Nuri 
Pasha has been trying to make his peace with Yasin 
and has been attempting, if not to obtain his open 
collaboration, at a to induce him to withdraw 
his active opposition. It is not out of the mestion 
that in order to achieve this end Nuri Pasha might be 
tempted to go a long way to meet Yasin on the question 
of the Kurds. It is difficult to say whether this 
danger is present or remote; but I think that it 


would 


Oe, 


would be unwise to align ourselves officially 
on the side of the Iraq Government in this 
matter until we have been given more definite 
evidence of their good intentions. 

I submit a draft telegram for conson., 
in which the concurrence of the Foreign Office 


should be obtained before issue. 
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No further action appears to be 





necessary. 


2: 
thought that there were two possible courses 
(1) 


I discussed this with hir.Lloyd, who 


7 

(1) the course suggested in the draft telegram, 
which I submit herewith fr V0. mere - 
(2) to ‘obeamve to the League of Nations, in 
justification of the Iraq policy vis 4 vis . 
the Kurds, that the Iraq Govt. had contem- 
plated action as at para.2 of the S. of S's 
telegram of the 2nd September (85), but that 
the outbreak of the riots had made it 
necessary to postpone these concessions. 

Personally, I should strongly 
deprecate alternative 2. I think the Iraq 
Govt. ought to be brought into line as soon 
as possible on the Kurdish question. Their 
intentior towards the Kurds are probably 
dishonest, and it is our plain duty to see 
that elementary justice is done to then. 
Apart from the question of justice, it will 
be much easier for us in the long run, as 
any difficulties to which a firm line in 
this matter vis & vis the Iraq Govt. might 
give rise, will be nothing to the difficulties 
which we shall have to face at Geneva and 
elsewhere, if the Iraq Govt. are allowed to 
play about much longer with the Kurds. 

96: I have dealt with this also in 
‘the draft telegram. The petition is not 
dissimilar to the previous one (enclosure to 
75) and our observations on the earlier 
petition will no doubt serve also to deal 
with this one, At the same time it would be 
as well to let the Iraq Govt. know that this 


petition 


28 


petition has been received and to see if they 
wish to make any further observations. 

The names of the signatories should, I think, 
be withheld from the Iraq Government, as 
Mase no doubt Mie the Iraq Govt. would 
make then suffer. 
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| Mr. Flood, 


We discussed this question with 


| 
| 


Sir Francis Humphrys yesterday. He studied 
all the recent correspondence on the file and, | 
after doing 80, expressed nis concurrence 


in my alternative draft which I now resubmit 


herewith. I agree with Mr. Bowyer that we 


need 


39) 


meed not consult the Foreign °ffice before 


telegraphing as in that draft. 
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Confidential. The Residency, : 
Baghdad, dated 23 ‘pril, 1930. 


My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform. Your Lordship 
that since my arrival in 13206 I. have had under 
careful consideration the complaints which have 
frequently been put forward by the Kurds in 'Iraq 
that the pledges which have been made to them con- 
cerning their special privileges. are. not being 
properly implemented. 

2. Early in the year King. Faisal told me that 
he pattteularis wicket to discuss with me the whole 
Kurdish question and we agreed that as soon as I 

had had time to make myself acquainted with the facts 
and with the views of these having special knowledge 
we would consider together the action which the ‘Iraq 
Government should take te satisfy the. Kurds. 

Seon after, at my request, Sir Kinshen 
Cornwallis the Adviser to the Ministry of the Interior, 
made.a careful examination of the pledges which had 
been given to the Kurds and the éxtent to which they 
had been carried out. He also discussed Kurdish 
grievances very fully with the Administrative Inspector 
of the Kurdish areae and with the British Inspector 


General of Education. oii These discussions have enabled 
- him 


The Right Hon'ble 4 


Lord Passfield, P.C., 


Secretary. of State for the Colonies, 
’ Downing. Street, London, 8. W. le * 


PH 


-2- 
hin to prepare a comprehensive note on the whole 
matter and to put forward concrete recommendations 
to the ‘Iraq Government. 
3. ae enclose with this despatch for Your Lord- 
ship's information a cme in English of sir Kinahan 
Cornwallis' note to the Minister for the Interior 
which in my opinion describes very clearly the reasons 
which the Kurds have for complaint and the way in 
which they may be removed. 

I have informed Sir Kinahan that I approve 
of the recommendations which he is making and that 
I will use.my influence with the King and the Prime 
Minister to support his efforts to persuade the "Iraq 
Government to adept them 
4. The first. fruit of Sir Kinhhan's note to his 
Minister is a communiqué, a copy of which forms the 
second enclosure to this despatch, which was issued. 
on the 9th April by Nuri Pasha's Government through 
the medium of the press. That this pronouncement of 
policy has given satisfaction to the Kurds is shown 
by the number of telegrams of ‘ceetinedakban and thanks 
which have already been received by the Prime Minister 
‘and. by me from many parts of Kurdistan. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 


Your Lordship's most obedient, 
humble servant, 


wie High Commissioner for ‘Iraq 


AID 


On assumption of office the Cabinet considered it 
wise te interest itself in important matters to meet the 
wishes-and aspirations of the nation includitg certain 
matters pertaining to a part of the population of Northern 
Liwas. Accerdingly it was decided to prepare a draft 
law to be presented to Parliament during the ensuing meeting 
whereby Kurdish shall be made an official language for 
Kurdish areas. 

The Government is determined to pursue a policy 
consistent with the spirit of pledges previously made to . 
Kurds in ‘Iraq. 
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Sadae 

I have recently been studying the Zurdish 
situation in conjunction with the Administrative 
Taspectora of the Nortuern Liwas and by order of 
Rie Majesty tue King,] have wade an enquiry as to 
wnether tnere is any truth in tie allegations asde 
by certain turds that the pledges given to them, 
heve not been properly observed. 


2. The pledges are as follows: - 
(1). Cowaunique by ig rere Cex publisked ay 


tue British Advisors in #osal,<irkuk and Sulaizeni 


Divisions om Say Otn,1921. 


"The iigh Ceaziseioner sas unier ective cun- 


sideration the administrative arreanyesonts to be 


e for the future of tie raentge song ig ae in 


Iraq. It has been represented to hk 
appreuension exists lest the atenete x the 
Kurds should suffer by subordination to the 
roth ee Fs Jovernzent establisied in Jaghdad ,an 
that for this reason there {s sowe demand for 
an autonomous regime. 


At the sant tine the go 2 Kupdien | 
opinion ere unders 


tore i° be full ae tt eng 
economic og ore industrival Sea ex tas 
proper and to t be suconvan encee 


areas wi 
which separation eles at involve. In se oire 
cuustences ile 2xcellency desires if possible 
te obtain en indication of the real wishes of 


tue Kurdish casaunities, Shoul they prefer to 
a 


prepared 
to recommend ouncii of State a Selstion 


regain — gt Go vernae n' 
on the following, dines: - 


Qne - As r ds tne Xurdish districta of 
the Zoaul | vision which sone within tue 
ish 3 belive 


ite ie cf i east compriving ¢ ‘tae aletricts of 


mon are 
fdtetal” subject. f or aii? finsncial and 


a i Stones git ent 
ite seed aS aha erate. the then pe tural be 
seloatesl een to the Const ai tuent! saseubly; 


ba for the purposes of generel aduinis- 


@,with headquartes 
E the subelive ~ ‘te or $ ag tien 


ble to the urds as soon ab oem tent 
orth - This sub-liwa would be 


tration the ens would address the aghe" 


futaserrif’s te sini ative s sereites 
would be by HB the High ¢ esioner 
in er isles: with tne local sutnoritios. 


‘Twe + The High Comsissioner will endeavour 


ti) 


y Fs / 
2a . 


arrange sesociate British hoe 

sah the saninintestion-of of agbil i°f ster 
with Keni Sanjek and Rowandus, ahs ecure 

@ = that in the eppointaen of Giermat offichs 
pespis will be had to the Wishes of tne 


Taree - Sulaimani will be treated as 
tatasarrifliq Beverned inte a dubesarrif in 
foumne 3 tae iu wn be appointed by 

Hdgh Re vetease: and BR ag a@ british 
laviees at te hin. nding pointe 
ment of a iutasarrif the ariti solidies 
Officer will set in this capacity. 


The agg Sol fo ge 4 Oe be delegated 
such powers,including right of appeal to Sg 
lige ounissioner an may be Sparered ages 
ie arte, consultation with the 
sare st ~in~coandi on the one hand and tue 
State on the other. 


—ngee for the time being should be 
aritien be replaced by Kurds as soon as 
eompetent san are forthcoming. * 


. Hegul and érbil reine adit " 
a Selaieant rejected teen - ee 


(2). Deelaration of 24th Jecember 1922: 


Goumgnanat of Iraq re se tue rig ats ‘of 
the Kurde living wi tue boundaries of 
Iraq to set a ah Governuent wituin 
those beunderies end hope thet tue differcat 
furdish elexenta will,as eye es possible, 
arrive at an apy consti Wt betreen tusasel ves us 
to tne form wa. wisk that thet Covern- 
went should take and tne boundaries vitiin 
ona nitle’ael Ay Se extend and boo eae peers 
respons os sagas SCuss 

196 iff relations vith 
His ifcante: Ga, enty’ "s Covernzent and tue 
vernment of Iraq.” 


(3). eeision of the Council of uinisters of 
Lith July 1923. 


i & at do not intend 
Gs be aoe is . ey * mt ffielal de’ ja tne Kurdish 
diate us iy &, teenies officials. 


(2), Hor do ghey intend to force the innabitans 
ft eS Kurdia rears ee yg uge the «arabic 
Yanga on their official correspondence, 


(3). That the rights of the inhabitents and 
tae reli eee ami civil coaaunities in tue 
cond dists lets anell be properly safeguarded. 


O}e Telegreu essed the Prime Jinister 
toe aatieeneihs Kirkuk: sd 


(a). Pipace. inform the Aduinistrative Council 
bint ie t pave been accepted and 
te ped Rod eee aoe 


at ocal Seeesiderea’ as er feiel. 


(0). -scecf¥ou may infora the sduiniatrative 
Council and crouise them the fulfilas 
these conditions in an official way. a ee 


y J 
~~ 


& (8). Prime Yinister's speech of 21st January 
“sence %@ should give gM Lingo ag Bad ri chta 

Their oes 2nould be anon oe ‘ 
their own hg should be their of teial’ 
language end their children gepnls ieee le eet nigh etd 
own tongue in tne schools. It 

Gaive tage tasir rights.” 


and the Prime cinister's circular instructions to 
all dinistries:- 


Layers 


“Your Zxeeliency has no doubt seen tie 
ech made by the ‘rime iinjater in the 
rd r ai f 2epubien and “hag bores in the iress 
ran ie speech exbodies 
tae tne covernsent pursued and 
will sovdiere in the adwinistration of tne burd- 
i. sone riamely taat tne official: a be 
3 and the official language Kurdisn. nis 
Kzoo! Loney has therefore directed ue to requed 
tout Zzcellency te endeavour to wit out tois 
and edhere thereto in all t lea | 
Cina ‘Lo. tne the establisisents of aay sone 
quest an." 


(6). Stipulations of tne Lengue of #*iions: 
"Regard meget bs paid to the desires 


expressed b: kugds tuat officials of 
Kurdian aS eee snould e appointed for tne 


on of just of bet | r oeantry the Bae pen 
uatice and tea 
semaels, aA that “urdish shouted A E the veers eid 


age fof all these services." 


3. In my personal opinion the plodges wiick are 
of tne greetest importance are tioa:3,4,5 and 6 und 
it will be seen taat they refer to:- 

iS}: Officials. 


33 Dispensation of Justice. 
4). dducation, 


Tae pledge to tne sduinistrati ve Seuntkd of 
Kirkuk is sn awkwerd one bessuse the population of 
most of the districts im predominantly Jurdish end 
because the wholly Kurdish Qedhas of Cheachewal 
ahd Gil wore transferred from tne Sulaimani live 
after tne pledge vas given, It taerefore conflicts 
souevhat with the pledges to the ‘urds. 

1 propose to teke the four pledges in 
succession but 1 should like first to stato zw 


antialiaa vo 


PAL 
v 4. 
ay opinion that the spirit in whieh the Iraq Govern- 
@ent will work with the Kurds in the future is far 
more important than tie literal fulfilaent of any 
pledge. iightly or wrongly the “urde feel tuat they 
ere not getting their due and it is one ef toe xost 
important taska of the Governnent today to rasove 
that impression and to instil « feeling af confidence 
and trust. is | intend to try and ahou,tue Jovern- 
meat has been to blame in certain respects --- not 
in large questions of policy so much as in levs 


ae an a Oar Wee 


be ine following figures snow want officinale 


a oe a a So See See ----4=4~-nts and 


mplaints 
people 


are excloyed:- It is 


Soar, 


tne first duty of Governaent to consider tavse 

compleints in a sympathetic spirit and rectify tues, 
curd. Sulaiaeani.i?9 & 12 90 44 11 12 195 22 12 14 
Turceman,. arbil, 8° 6 4 1 95 23 3 + 113 29 BU 1 
areb, Kirkuk. 46 11 18 2 29107 40 6 4515 638 94 


4oau 
Jew (Kurdish 11 3144 46 6843 35 87 11 57 39 
: qadnas). 


ob 3 


neaeew#e 


6 Strictly speaking, tue euployaent of so wany 
| non-Kurds ie a definite brovck of tie pledge, In 

Sulaimani,for instsace,wiene 99% of tus population 
is Kurdish,no less than 30% of the officials are 
non Kurds, in tue other Aurdisi sreas the fisures 
speek for tresselves, 

As will be seen there ars 326 “urdisn offieiale 
165 srabs,109 Turcomen and 62 Christian and Jows,i. 
@.,tne none-rvurdieh officials exceed \urdiaa 
offieiale by 33. : 

Thia ia clearly in instance where the 
instructions of tue Government aave been ne.iected 


pecsuse tuere bes been no one in particulsor 


resconsible for seeing that tie pledge ras curried | 
L acs ett Seis a OG ge ae ai 





nen Kurta, in tae other Kurdish areas the figures 





Pape 


i blk icin & wih we Dy wean 
oad WAL) work with the Kurde tn the future is far 
mere. Anportadt than the: literal fulfilsent of any 





pledge.” ‘MAgeply or wrongly the Kurds feel that tuey 


are nob getting their dus and it is on@ ef tue nost 
important ‘vaska of the Governasat today to remove 
that impression aad to instil « feeling of confidence 
and trust. 4a 1 intend to try and shew, tue Jovern- 
meat has been to blame in certain Fespects -<- not 
in large questions ef policy so mich as in less 
important matters like injudielous appointments and 
feulty organization. It is however, ainor eouplainte 
which often loom largest in the winds of the people 
and in tue aggregate cause aoet discontent. It is 
tne first duty of Geverngemt to consider these 
eemplaints in a sympathetic spirit and restify ties. 
_ femebsad. dgmciassiiad. Zabal. 
BS See Strela pe A WR) * 


ae. . 2. 11 12 109 22 12 14 
ob 413 29 38 1 
4B Be 40 6 13 838 6 


a aus 46 843 36 &F 11 87 39 


6, . Strictly speaking, the employnent of so many 
non-Kkurds is &@ definite bresen of tue pledge, In 
Sulaimani, for iasteace ,whene 90%. of the population 
is furdieh no leas than 35 of the affiolele ere 





“ppeek fer themseless, 

he will be seow ‘there are 32 Xurdigh offietals 
168 ivebe,100 Tursemen ond 62 Christian und Jows,t. 
othe nonehurdian eTthciale exceed kerdian 


inetructions of the Government have been nexleeted | 


because there bes been no one in perticuler 








mnie fér eritioten by anyone ‘ie wishes, to 
interpret it rigidly, 1 prefer te lbek to ite 
spirit and an the whole de mot take = very serious 
view ef the matter because in many onsee the: non- 
Kurds are either Kizkukiis serviig in the Kirkuk 
ERE er niahelpie cer age em 
are serving who have beaene aluost indi sbingai sh 
able fren the turds. Certain departacnts Be sctal- 
y Tapn, Custens and sgriqulture) have, however, asde 
very Little effort te observe tue pledgpe mad tue 
Kurds endenbtedly nave « gemuine reason to genplein 
of this -- ‘partioularly with regard t¢ nonedeonni cal 
poate: T feel that the question han not up to tno 
pronent Simo been declt with on tne right Liacs. 
The Runde try te cling jealously te the yledgs 
whieh hep bean given then; the arabs restat. 
arrangement whieh keeps the Rurdiah Lives for tne 
Kurds. (nominstly thewgh not entirely in practice 
os the fKgarts show) bt déen not debar then fron 
serving in other parts of the eountry. 16 would 
be mych sounder to wake 0 knowledge of the’ language 
the’ test and perait the employment of Kurdish 
-Wefeeting rede in tie Kurdish Lives and Arabic 
pe ting Rurds in the nqa-Kurdish | Mas, This 
‘pe dane 0 long #8 the Kurds are ahepi cious 
eo peligy of the Central. Governsent. “I 
aE ite application will be 
- Die tf toe langiags lew vuten iv referred to 
in fara 21 fe passed, providing that too guest 
See ie eae 
ay. 












ake of ite ‘te wetter of eppoiating | oulteble efflatals 
Ea i one, ef ba eee It Sa srekanie that 





¥ 
ew | 


a Heb 


thn soi tig Ha tle. 40 Jargoly sin 40 the 
poliey adopted by linjid. ‘Beg, the tstacarrif, ‘This 
official is capuble but he is a Turcoman and hes 
shewn himself to be unsympathetic in dealing with 
the bards, Hie hes Given o bad example to ether 
officials and thore exiats an anti-furdioh bics 
in the adwinictration whieh in hermful, He has 
served were thon the usu] term in sreil aid 1 
consider his juxcdiate transfer from tke Kurdish 
arens is eusential, He should be reploged by « 
Kurdias mpuckheg official whom the Governasnt and 
hig own countrymen can trust. 


6. & defect which requires remedying is to be 
found in the police feree where there is a sbort- 
age of suitable Kurdieh police officers and 
Inspectors. Tue result has been the apsointzent 
of areb officials who in certain cases have not 
‘known ‘Eurdinn and anve bed to set tureugh. Inter- 
preters. Taie is obviously wrong and «greater 
fasilitien should be given to the polies to train 
fon ~ whether Kurds or srabs with a knowledge of 
Kupdien - to be Inspectors aud Gusetted Officers, 


9. 1 think i would be not only bolpful to 
the Binistry of Interior but alee gratifying to 
‘the Rards if a Kurdish sesistaat director general 
of Adainistention vere appointed in the Sintetey. 
thd official would deal in tne first place with 

 eorreppondence from tne Kurdish livag under the 
orders: of the Director General of idainistration. 
The. &+pointasnt would entail additional expends 
ture but T foe) sure this would be. justified by 
the fesling of setiefaction that there was sono! 
with a thorough knowledge of tne /urdien liwas i: 
tne viniatry. 





10, Tne Kurde are hecbosing piianstutnarataaei 








Cee aa eee 
they are insufficiently represeated amongst the 
high officials in the Capttel, This is of course 
& feeling whieh exists in other quarters and pleees 
sleo but I think that due regurd should be given 
to the numerical and political Saportance of the 
Kurds and an effort. made to scbisfy tliew as oui tlie 
men ere found ‘and vacunei¢s oceur, 


it. the language queation is one about which — 
the Kurds se very uneasy. ‘ine pledges are quite 
definite ond § taink tuay no time should ve lest: 
in pasting # lav asking durdtak the official 
lengeage te of the edministretion ia Suleimani 
and arbi] and the predeainantly Kurdish yedhas 
ef Hosa) Liwe and sduitting Kurdieh os one of the 
official lemguages of Kirkuk lisa. after the passep 
ef the law a knowledge cf tae Language ‘end not 
race,eould,ae I bave suggested above, be nade the 
eondition of employment in tno furdieh creas. 


12. Jy to the present some of the Departuents 
have teen neglectful about fulfilling the language 
pledgs and 2 serious ground for complaint is the 
fact that there is no adequate sachinery for 
translating the lews of the country and tue anny 
Regulations - financial and othertise - vuica are 
eonstently voing brought out, asic Laws auch as 
‘the Bagided Penal Code ot{11 reusin untranslated 
aad in arbi. for instence,net only ie the 

» Fanguage 6f the Courts srabie but proceedings 
and judgments are also regorded in eng howe, 
Kegulations,Cirealars aad serreependepce 


py ‘cei Laasaetsy eestor oot a 


‘¢he-*ardinh Tens tn Meebic end are supposed to be 
translated by tue dudire Teurirat., “nis ie 


h 
uncconenia becanep _ the aieN(e of. que. lies are J 


_ 
ee SY 


SS ey 
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“eee bot te eats 6 translation OF te suse things 
‘It in wafeir to the pablie because the translations 


eannot be uniform, The correct tranaletion of 
legal decusents fe a matter of care and ekili. 
Suen documents eannot be tranelated preperly by 
unqua li fi.0d staffs whieh are already ocoupied 
with adwinistrative vork and in mony cases they 
probably remain untrensleted, The result.ie that 
non srable reading officiels cannet do thie vork 
eosreetly and the public ore deprived of the 
fondameatel right of being taxed aiid ruled 
according to lows eritten in their fown laengusge. 
1 concider tuat an adequate Translation Bureeu | 
should be ¢atadlisned, preferably under this 
Winietry,te translate laws inte durdieh for 
publication in tke Offielal Gasette.ead such 
ether docuaents on the sinisitry considers 
necessary. I gentider also that progsedings 


. atid judgeente in the Courts should be recorded in 


43. Kardiah complaints about the educational 
poligy of the Government are many. ‘Some of tuen 


may ve justiCied others I think ore exsggerated. 
it ie dirtioult fora Up vernaent whiea is’ 


agapered by ack of funds to do everything at 
ence and im this case the question ia gomplicated 
hy ‘Cae fact Anat iugdioh nes only just been 


standardized ac a erittes language and that there 


ion abar tage of andl fied teachers. 


. eae ‘tvo main defects in ay opinion are 
fivetly that wo Kurdish bey can be property 


etucated in tbe Vurdian lives today beecive 


) ARO net sven any full seeondery ecaoola 
and secondly that tuere is no fardisn Education| 
aren. ag arth, falle Sate 





A e/ 

and Sulsiuani ‘and Kirkuk.ors adwiniatered by the 
r /.° Avea Bdyoation Officer; Beghded. I have aeard 

complaints that the educational policy adopted by 
the responsible local officials is Act in aeeord- 
ance with the pledges. whether this is so or not 
I consider tuat an iducational area consisting of 
Avbil, Kirkuk ond Sulaimani should be entabhished 
without delay under @ suitable Kurd. 1 ‘think sleo 
that the full secondary course should be given in 
the Setondary Schools at Arbil and Sulaimeni and 
that wore Primary Schools be opened ‘ns funds are 
available. If e Kurdish Sduecational Area ts 
eatablished,the Kurdish official in charge vill 
have to nest the oriticisms of the Kurds.and there 
will ‘de leas hanes of administrative shortcomings 
Whish ss I nave’pointed out above are often due 
‘to lesk of fande - being interpreted es & 
deliberate attempt by the Government te ney lect 
ite pledges. 


14. I think that too much importenée is Jiven 
pare to the/gidlen of instruction in turdien 
sehecls, 14 is obviously the right ofthe .urds | 
to bave their elementary inatruction tn Kurdish ~~ 
“wa 1 Réliove that. if the language law f@ passed 
and the Kurds can be convinesd that there is no | 
iden of destroy ing their national entity, tusy 
theaselves will adk for the medium of instruction 
in som of the more diffieult subjects in the 
_nigher® courses to bs in irpbic. With the opening 
up of communications, the Kurdish lives are no 
os. Longer. inolated and Young Kurds will Yealise that 
pay WALL not be equipped: to, take tneiet cart in 
ne _ the nettenal ife es ke ‘ rele, 





f 







iy Taat the spirit qf, finding sultable 


~ ik font the 


10. 
“46, By recomendations ay be sumuerised ag 
follows: - 


dees 
i. baw i od 
& x ine legge id sass wesets 
e tieen Pasiep 
it, — ¢ mecntine ali-de , sheuld 


ve ragelted te of povater® stissati 


ids ane gh pes ands sat eabta tare be 


ui durd 
ia ata place, aes : sueiate 
iv. Theat Police ld be f Acie 
‘ see eno em ate veh en 


Seefettts and Inspectors. 


t..  Tand 0 Glidden: sestatent Bisineter Generel 
"gf iene Syrtten gztatant,pageoter . 


Sopelatannts tn Ba examined. 








Fate. ant & lew should se a baud vurdien 
BE: aes Cte cv oft ec ofeeseaiss, 


vide oe ar Bureen should be set 


udgnents in tae 
Courts shoals 6S re reeardes are | Kurdish. 


 gatmcasrere a 
a ye seas oe fap) cia tie husters ” 


rect * Sehools be inerea 


ee hstebin te actise rath” 
iment, 





16... Your ReoeLieney will, aee that. in ay 


a 


arated be sere we boat it 








“ tg of the \anee Liwee: fron the 





1 dn not consider such desunds are dn: 
of tne Kurd baenselves. or of the Iraq state. Wy 
“recommendations wit not sotiafy the more ardent 


. Netionaltats. ‘end tuere Will certainly ‘be a demand 
at the ‘tary deast for the ‘extension of the Furdish 


‘dducutiional ares tnd. for the formation of & Deak 
Lives: the: door may “be left open. for reanonable 
extension: awe “a ‘theme but T think it thonld be 
elossd. aggpinat en tins, wit whieh ailitates 
ageinet Treg: Unity.” 

lity Te ‘cubefly plese for ie eyanathy in 
considering the ‘Legitimate somplainte of tie 
Kupde, 1 heave heard it, anid teat there is no 
surdish question. 1 think thie ie fer fron 
setuality. the Kurds are wbeacy and Svepicious 





ad ‘there bas ‘bean a rent den) of barafal pro- 


-nainly® ‘ftom taghded. aT ‘thie fa allowed 


* conbimae ungnecked and if nothing is done to 


renedy., reel grievengee aad instil « feeling of 
trust, 1 ee certain that there will be trouble, 
NOt only wip there be trouble but the demands 
ef the Kurds wih increase with it until tne 
Government will be faced with ‘phe alternative 
of wosting it eh force or egresing to donanda 
wnien offer tian ef stability for the 
future, Re et 

1" en be . erent sels if, the Geverne 
wont Leone eoly ‘to the ful fitment of the letter 
ify object wae to. incorporate | 
or nation end it. 16 their 
dr literal fulfidment shteh 
ave tnat if the Gorerauent 
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ley tue foundations: of aren tnine permanent writs 
the nert two years, 
che problea {a one of the most iepertant 
and urgent shieh the doverneent. has te face and 
1 hope that Your %xcel long will lay it vefere the 
Cubinet at en early date, 


eaicke pee 
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Be ° ith 


Grom these Cinal liste it will be geen 
that out of a total number of 731 officiels 
esployeé in the northern liwas (in the case 
ox idooul, etatietics have only been given 
tor the Kurdieh areus), there are 336 Kurds 
end 497 officials who are not Kurds, Sven 
allowing for the Kirkul promise there are 
otil1 166 Arabs employed in the North, If 
erain the statistics for the Xirkuk Liwa are 
excluded, it will be found that out ef @ 
tote] mumber of 502 officials employed im .i: 
the other Kurdish arose, there are 272 sards 
(QZ Arabe, 62 Turcomans anf 4 Christdane, 
Jews, etc. 

From the Derertmental statistica {t will: 
elso be seen that the following Cepartmert.s 
have peid least rerard to the literal fule 
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122. The anriety evinced earlier in the year by _ 
Kurdish Deputies in Baghdad concerning the future of 
the Kurds in "Iraq (paragraph 13) has, during the 
course of the past two months, spread to the Arbil 


and Sulaimani Liwas and to the Kurdish districts of 

the Mosul Liwa. It may now be said without exaggeration 

that everywhere among the Kurds the question of what 

will become of them when British control over ‘Iraq is 

terminated, is being constantly discussed and thought 

about. | 
During February and March there were 

several sporadic and not very important manifestations | 

of these disturbed feelings. A number of secret | 

societies some old and moribund and others new, 

revived or, mushroom-like, appeared during the night 

and began a campaign of pamphleteering. The 

pamphlets, ill written and smudgily duplicated in small 


numbers, were distributed to some British officials 
| 


| and to a few higher "Iraqi officials and politicians 


in Baghdad. As propaganda they were insignificant 
but as symptoms they were not unimportant. In Baghdad 
the Arbil Deputy, Maruf Jiavk, made one or two sporting 
efforts to bring Kurdish affairs to notice in the 


Chamber 
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Chamber of Deputies and on the 13th February he asked 
outright whether the rights of the Kurds would be safe- 
guarded in the new Treaty to be concluded with the 
British Government (paragraph 71). Meanwhile reports from 
all the Administrative Inspectors in the Kurdish areas 
showed that uneasiness was spreading. Towards the 

end of March, the Adviser to the Ministry of the 
Interior profited from the presence in Baghdad of the 
Administrative Inspectors of the Arbil, liosul and Kirkuk 
Liwas to discuss with them the current Kurdish situation. 
They were all agreed that it was desirable that the 

"Iraq Government should make a number of reforms in the 
work of the Ministries of the Interior and Education 

in the Kurdish areas both tp implement pledges given to 
the Kurds in the past and to allay existing misgivings 
concerning the future. The Adviser with the High 
Commissioner's approval is now discussing with the ‘Iraq 
Government the recommendations put forward by the 
meeting of Administrative Inspectors. Meantime the 
publicity given in the Arabic press to the opening of 

the new treaty negotiations onthe Ist April brought 

it home to the Kurds that there was very little time 
left for them to act if they are to act effectively. The 
result was a petition to the High Commissioner from 

five Kurdish Deputies of whioh the following is a 
translation: - 

‘As Your Excellency is aware the Kurdish 
nation, relying on the assurances of the British Govern- 
mont agreed to inolusion in 'Iraq. Mioreover at the 

time 
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time of the enquiry made by the League of Nations 
Commission they gave their choice for union with 'Jraq. 
This agreement was however subject to the condition 
that our traditions and national rights should be pro- 
tected. The League of Nations Commission referred to 
above recommended to the Council of the League of 
Nations that the British and "Iraq Govermments should 
be enjoined to carry out these wishes of the Kurds. 
The Council of the League of Nations confirmed the 
recommendations made in their Commission's report. 
But unfortunately up to the present time, in spite 
of constant demands, these admitted rights have not 
been granted. For this reason the Kurds are apprehensive 
_ regarding their future, especially as at the present 
time the "Iraq Government are, according to the state- 
ment of the Prime Minister, negotiating with the British 
Government a Treaty on the basis of complete independence. 
What will be the position of the Kurds in 1932 when 
"Iraq enters the League of Nations? 

For this reason we beg that before the new 
Treaty is signed Your Excellency will intervene, on 
the basis of the promises of the British Government, to 
obtain the establishment of the admitted rights of the 
Kurds by means of a Special Law and that the geographical 
scope of this law, that is to say, the boundaries of 
the Kurdish areas should be defined. 

It is our belief that such a law would remove 
many causes of misunderstanding between the different 
elements of the "Iraq nation and would establish firm 
friendly relations between them. 

We 


13 


We hope that this request which we submit to 
Your Excellency will receive favourable consideration 


and approval. With the utmost respect. 


(Signed) ISMAIL RAWANDUZI. | 
Deputy for Arbil. 


(Signed) MUHAMMAD al-JAR, " HAZIM i-SHAMDIN AGHA. 
Deputy for Kirkuk. Deputy for losul. 


(Signed) MUHAMMAD SALIH, " MA'RUF CHIYAOUK. 
Deputy for Sulaimani. Deputy for Arbil. 
This petition has been supported by a score 
of others in the same strain from the Pizhder, Jaf, 
Dauda, Hamawand, Shaikh Bazaini Shuan, Qala Seoka 
and other Kuridsh tribes and more petitions from all 
parts of Kurdistan are believed to be under preparation. 
On the 8th April the High Commissioner interviewed 
the Deputies who had signed the petition. They put 
forward the old grievances; their fear that the Arabs 
intended to keep them permanently in a subordinate position 
in the 'Iraq State: their dislike of the increasing 
number of Arab officials appointed to posts in the Kurdish 
areas in spite of the recommendations adopted by the 
League of Nations, and their dissatisfaction with the 
education provided for the Kurds and the overt efforts 
' which they alleged were constantly being made by Arab 
education inspectors to suppress any manifestation of 
Kurdish feeling in the schools. 

The High Commissioner gave a long hearing to their 
representations and in reply said that he regarded it 48 
most important that the pledges given to the Kurds should 
be implemented and informed the Deputies that they could 
rely on him to do all in his power to see that their 


legitimate 


134 


legitimate complaints were met. He added that the 
aim of British policy was to bring the Kurds and Arabs 
and all the other racial elements of the ‘Iraq Kingdom 
to live in unity and harmony together, and he dismissed 
them with a warning that the worst that could happen 
in Kurdish interests would be any effort by the Kurds 
to cause a breach of the peace. Thoir best course was 
patience and he relied, he said, on the Deputies as 
representatives of the people to advise their constituents 
accordingly. This they undertook to do. 

The first fruit of the recommendations which 
the Adviser, liinistry to the Interior has been making 
is the following communique published on the 9th April;- 

"On assuming the reins of administration, the 
Cabinet decided to deal carefully with important matters 
likely to satisfy the wishes and aspirations of the 
nation. Of these mat ters there were certain questions 
affecting a portion of the inhabitants of the Northern 
Liwas. It has, therefore, decided to prepare a draft 
law for submission to Parliament during the next session. 
This bill shall treat the Kurdish language as the 
official language of the Kurdish regions, in accordance 
with Article XVII of the Organic Law. The Government 
is resolved to follow an attitude compatible with the 
spirit of the promises made to Kurds in "Iraq." 

Many telegrams of thanks for this pronouncement 
have been sent to the Prime Minister and the High 
Commissioner from different parts of Kurdistan, Notably 


from those who were recently petitioning their grievances. 


eoeoeberers 


OoPY, 


HE. 


I have recently been studying the Kuriish 
situation in cenjunstien with the Administrative 
Inspectors of the Norther Liwas and by order of 
Hie Majesty the King, I have made an enqmiry as to 
whether there is any truth in the allegations made 
by certain Kurds that the pledges given to then, 
heve not been properly ebserved. 


8. The pledges are as follousi- 


i) Communi Sir Perey Cox Lished 
: the Bettiah Levisere in Mo Kirkuk a 
Sulaimani Divisions on May 6th, 1921. 


XW 
~~ 


*The Riga Genufiesioner has under active 
consideration the administrative errange- 
mente te be made fer the future of the 
Kuréish distriets in Iraq. It has been 
represented to him that apprehension exists 
lest the interests of the 8 should 


for an autonomous regine. 


“at the same tine the leaders of Kurdish 
opinion are understood te be fully alive 
to the economic and industriel ties 
connecting their areas with Iraq proper and 
to the inconveniences which separation 
might involve. In these circumstances 
Hie Excel desires if pessibie te 
ebtain an cation of the real wishes 
the Kurdish Communities. Should they 

refer te remain under the [req Government 
is prepared to recommend te the Council 
ef State a solution on the following iines:- 


ant + 56 seennte ee Brees Sere 


British Assistant Mateserrif. 
Qaimmaqans fer the time being should be 


British, 


British, but will be laced 
Kurds or Kurdishea xin mee 


for aii eTranetat § and judicial 
8, > tional Government 


send repre 

Constituent Assembly; but for the 
parposes ef general adninistration 
the -aimmacqama would address the sub- 
Mutesarrif while administrative 
appointments would be made by H.Z. 
the High Commissioner in consuitetion 
with Logal authorities. 


Two - The High Commissioner will endeavour 
to arrange te associate British 
pelle with the administration of 
Apbil, tegether with Keul Sanjak 
and Ro » Sand will secure that 
in the appointaent of Government 
officials regard will be had to the 
wishes of the people. Leteiisa should 
eds &s soon as the situation 
a ° 


Three - Sujaimani will be treated as a 
Matesarrifiig med i 
Mateserrif in lL 
Mataserrif to be appo: myrte the 
Lae Commissioner and to have a 

tigh Adviser attached to hin. 
Pending the appointment of a 


Mateasarrif the P pritish Political 
Officer will act in this capacity. 


Lined gored econ ae tian be 
such posers 
min of appeal to the High 
High Geundaston mey A-% ap ponte fe the 
ounissioner ¥ consul 
he Wutesarrire jouneii en 
the R- eae and the ganeil of 
State on the other. 
: fer the time being should 
be British to be iaceé by Kurds 
a8 s00n as ceupetent men are 
fortheening. * 


NB. Keema and Arbil accepted these 
eenditiens.  Suilaimani rejected 


(2) Declaration of 24th December, 1922: 
"Hie Britannic Majesty's Goverment: 


and the Gevernment of Iraq ise the 
Fights ef the Kurds ilving with the 


boundaries 


1) 


Lpmncanmbae of Iraq set up a Kurdish . 
% within boundaries and 
i ope that the different Kurdieh elenents 
he ae oe as — as possibie, arrive at an 
between themselves as to the 
tom me eonen wish that that Governnent 
pon poo fake and the boundaries within 
oh they wish it to extend and *111 
bers responsible delegates to Baghdad 
to discuss their economic and political 
relations with His Britannic Majesty's 
Gevernsent and the Government of Iraq." 


(3) Decision ef us Souneil of Ministers of 
lith July, 1923. 


(1) That the Irag Government do not 
intené te appoint any ‘rab 

offietais in the kurdish districts 
exept technical officials. 


(2) Nor do they intend te ferce the 
Anhabitanta of the Kurdish districts 
te use the Arabic language in their 
official correspondence. 


(3) That the rights of the inhabitants 
and the religious and civil 
Cogmunities the said districts 
shall be properly safeguarded. 


(4) Fogg iy Bl addressed the Prime Minister 
Mutaserrif, Kirkuk: 


(a) Please inform the Adsinistrative 
Council that their — have 
— accepted and that the Governnent 


th 1208 iecal men only and that 
the leeal language be considered os 
official. 


(dD) .ecccee You may inform the 
Administrative Council end promise 


them the fulfiiszent of these 
conditions in en official way. 


(5) Prime Minister's speech of 2ist January, 
1926: 
* ,.0. We should give the Kurds their 
rights. Their officials should be = 


anong their own 
their offietel lenguege ete on ehtiren 


schoois. It is ineumbent upen us = 
give them their rights.’ 
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and the Prize Minister's circular 
instructions te ail Ministries:- 

*Your Eweliensy has no deubt scen the 
speech made by the Prine Minister in the 
Chamber of hg mcr and padlished in the 
Press on the following day. This 
speech embodies the policy which the 
Gevernnent ued and will pursue in 
the administration of the Kurdish sone, 
namely, that the effieiais should be 
Kurés and the officiai Kurdish, 
His Ewellency has therefore directed 


to carry out this pol and adhere 
theres in ali ll oat 


(6) Stipulations of the League of Nations: 
"Regard sust be paid te the desires 
eoxpresscd by the Kurds that officiais of 
Kurdish race should be appeinted fer the 
administration of their country, 
the dispensation of justice and teaching 
in the sehoois, and % Kurdish should 
be the offieial lengasge of 011 these 
services," 

3. In ay personal epinion the pledges which are 
of the greatest importance are Nos: 3, 4, 5 and 6 and 
1% will be seen that they refer to:- 

a) Offieleils. 


b) Language. 
@) Dispensation ef Justice, 
4) Education. 


The pledge to the Administrative Couneii 
of Kirkuk is an awkward one because the population 
of nost of the districts is predoninantly Kurdish 
and vecause the wholly Kurdish .adhas of Chenchenal 
and Gil were transferred from the Sulaimani liva 
after the pledge was given. it therefore conflicts 
somewhat with the pledges to the Kurds, 

ZI propese te take the four pledges in 
succession but I should like first to state ay 
Gpinien that the spirit in which the Iraq Gevernszent 


will werk 


Ae Arad. 
Co @ Christian. 
J o Jew. 


lg 


will work with the Kurds in the future is far more 
important than the literal fulfilment of any pledge. 
Rightly or erongly the Kurds feel that they are not 
getting their due and it is ome of the most important 
tasks of the Governzent today to remove thot impression 
ané te instil a feeling of confidence and trust. 

Ag I intend te try and show, the Government has been 
to. blame in certain respects ~- not in large 
questions of peliocy so much as in less important 
matters like injudicious appointeents and fauity 
organization. It is, however, minor complaints 
which often loom largest in the minds of the people 
and in the aggregate cause most discentent. It is 
the first duty of Geverment to consider those 
cosplaints in ® sympathetic spirit end rectify then. 


QFFIOLALS. 

6. The following figures shew what officials 
ere euployed:- : aN 

Gazetted.  Non-Gazetted. reed — 

Suleimani.19 8 1 2 90 2411 12 ot 
Arbii. ww 5 4 1 058 23 SM 
Kirkuk, 16 11 «18 2 29x7 40 6 3 ry 
Mesud, 


(Kurdish vt 
Wdnas). 11° 314 4 46 84335 587 11 or 


6. Strictly speaking, the employment of £0 iy 
non-Kurds is a definite breach of the pledge, In \. 
Suiainani, for instanee, where 99% of the popuiation \ 
is Kurdish, no less than 307 of the officiass are 
nen-Kurds. In the other Kurdish areas the figures | 
speak for thenselves, 

As will be seen there are 524 Kurdish 


Qs 


offictals 165 Arabs, 190 Turceman and 62 Christian 
and Jews, i.e., the non-Kurdish officials exceed 
Kurdish officials by 93. 

This is clearly an instance where the 
instructions of the Covernment have been neglected 
Because there has been no one in particular responsible 
for seeing thet the pisdge was carried out literally. 
This neglect afferds no opportunity for criticisn 
by anyone who wishes to interpret it rigidly. I 
prefer te look te its spirit and on the whole do 
not take a vory serious vicw of the matter because 
in many cases the non-Kurds are either Kirkcuklis 
serving in the Kirkuk liva or old inhabitants of the 
liwa in which they are serving who have become almost 
indistinguishable from the Kurds. Certain 
departments (especially Tapu, Customs and Agriculture) 
have, however, made vory little effort to observe 
the pledges and the curds undoubtedly have a genuine 
reason to complain of this -- partioularly with 
regard to neonetechnical peste. I feel that the 
question has not up to the present been dealt with 
on the right lines, The Kurds try to cling 
jealously to the pledge which has been given them 
the Arabs resent an arrangement which keeps the 
Kurdish liwas for the Kurds (nominally, though net 
entirely in practise as the figures show) but does 
not debar them from serving in other parte of the , 
country. It would be such sounder te make a knowledge 
of the language to test and permit the employment of 
Kurdish speaking Arabs in the Kurdish dims and Arebie 
speaking Kurds in the non-Kurdish liwes. This cannot 


be dene se 
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be done so leng as the Kurds are @aspicious of the 
policy of the Central Gevernnent. 1 consider, 
however, that ite application will be possible if 
the language law which ie referred to in para. 11 
is passed, providing that too great haste is not 
shown and that appointments are made carefully. 


7. The matter of appointing suitable officiais 
is one of great importance, I¢ is probable that 
the Kurds in Arbil liwa are sore discontented at 
the present moment than those in the other Kurdish 
liwas. I am sorry to say that I have cone to the 
Conclusion that this is largely due te the policy 
adopted by Majid Beg, the Mutasarrif. This 
offiotal ie capabie but he is a Tureoman and has 
shom himself te be unsympathetic in dealing with 
the Kurds. He has given a bad exuple to other 
officials and there existe an enti-Kurdish bias 
in the administration whieh is harmful, te has 
served more than the usual ters in Arbdil and I consider 
hie immediate transfer from the Kurdish areas is 
essential. He should be replaced by s Kurdish 
official whom the Government and his om countrymen 
can trust. 


8. A defect which requires remedying is to be 
found in the polices force where there is a shortage 
of suitable Kurdish police officers and Inspectors. 
The result has been the appointment of Arab officials 
who in certain cases have not know Kurdish and have 
had te act through Interpreters. This is obviously 
wrong and greater facilities should be given te the 
police to train aen ~ whether Kurds or Arabs with a 


knowledge 
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knowjedge of Kurdish ~ to be Inspectors and Gazetted 
officers, 


9. I think it would be not only helpful to the 
Ministry of Interior but also gratifying to the Kurds 
if a Kurdish Assistant Director General of Administration 
were appointed in the Ministry. This official would 
deal in the first place with correspondence from the 
Kurdish liwas under the orders of the Director 
General of Administration. The appointment would 
entail additional expenditure but I feel sure this 
would be justified by the feeling of satisfaction 
that there was someone with a thorough knowledge of 
the Kurvish liwas in the Kinistry. 


10. The Kurds are beginning to feel that they 
are instffictently represented amongst the high 
officials in the Capital. This is of course a feeling 
which exists in other quarters end places aiso but 
IT think that due regard should be given to the numerical 
and political importance of the Kurds and an effort 
made to satisfy them as suitable men are found and 
vacancies occur, 


ll. The language question is one about which 
the Kurds are very uneasy. The pledges are quite 
definite and I think that no time should be lost 
in passing a law making Kurdish the official 
language of the administration in Sulaimani and Arhil 
and the predominantly Kurdish Qadhas of Mosul liwa 
and eduitting Kurdish as one of the official 


languages 
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languages of Kiricuk liwa. After the passage of the 
law a knowledge of the language and not race, 

could, as I have suggested above, be made the condition 
of employment in the Kurdish areas, 


12, Up to the present seme of the Departments 
hove been neglectful ebout fulfilling the language 
pledge and a serious ground for complaint is the 
fact that there is no adequate machinery for translating 
the laws of the country and the many regulations - 
financial and othereise - which ere constantly be ing 
brought cut. Basic laws such as the Baghdad Penal 
Code still remain untranslated and in 4rbii, for 
instance, not enly is the languace of the Courts 
Ayabic but proceedings and judgments sre also recorded 
in Arablo, Laws, Reguiations, Circulars and 
Correspondence of ‘eneral administrative application 
are sent to the Kurdish liwas in Arabic and cre supposed 
to be translated by the Nudirs Tahrirat. This is 
uneconomic because the staffs of four liwas are sent 
to make a translation of the same thing. It is unfair 
to the public because the translations cannot be 
uniform. The correct transiation of legal documents 





is a matter of osre and skili., Such doounents cannot 

be translated properly by unqualified staffs which are 
already ocoupied with administrative work and in many 
cages they prokebly remain untranslated. The result 

is that non Arabio reading officials cannot do their work 
eorrectly and the public are deprived of the 

fundamental right of being taxed and ruled according 

to laws written in their own language. I consider 

that an adequate Transiation Bureau should be 


established 
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established, preferably under this Ministry, to 
translate laws inte Kurdish for publication tn the 
Official Gazette and such other documents as the 
Ministry considers necessary, I consider algo that 
proceedings and judgments in the Courts should be 
recorded in Kuréish, 


EDUCATION. ' 

13. Kurdish complaints about the educational 
policy of the Government are many. Some of them may 
be justified, others I think are exaggerated. It 
is diffioult for a Goverment which is hampered by lack 
of funds te do everything at once and in this case 
the question is complicated by the fact that Kurdish 
has only just been standardised ac a written 
language and that there is a shortage of qmalified 
teachers . 

The two main defects in my opinion are firstly 
that no Kurdish bey can be properly educated in the 
Kurdish liwas today because there are not even any 
full secondary schools and secondly that there is no 
Kurdish Education area since Arbil falls into the Mosul 
area and Sulaimani and Kirkuk are administered by the 
Area Education Officer, Baghdad. I have heard 
complaints that the educational policy adopted by the 
responsible lecal officiais is not in accordance with 
the pledges. Whether this is so or not I consider 
$hat an Educational area consisting of Arbil, Kirkuk 
and Sulaimani should be established without deley under 
a guitable Kurd. I think also that the full secondary 
course should be given in the Secondary Sehools at 
Apbii and Sulaimani and that sore Primary Schedles be 

opened 


opened es funds are available. If a Kurdish 
Bducationsi Area is established, the Kurdish official 
in charge will have to meet the oriticiems of the 
Kurds and there will be lese chance of administrative 
shortcomings which as I have pointed out above cre 
often due to lack of funds ~ being interpreted as a 
deliberate attempt by the Government to neglect its 
pledges. 


ua. I think thet too much importanse is given 
here to the question of the medium of instruction in 
Kurdish schools, It is obviously the right of the 
Kurds to have their elementary instruction in Kurdish 
but I believe that if the language law is passed 
ani the Kurda can be convinced that there is no idea 
of destroying their national entity, they themselves 
will sak for the medium of instruction in some of the 
more difficult subjects in tho higher course to be in 
Arabic, with the opening up of communications, the 
Kurdish Liwas are no longer isolated and Young Kurds 
will realise that they will not be equipped te take 
their part in the national life without a knowledge of 
Arable. This is a question which will settle itself in 
due course and it is a mistake to introduce into it 
the issue of nationality. 


18. My recommendations may be summarized as 
foliows:-~ 


abr 


OFFICIALS. 


i. That as seen as a ge Law is passed 
a pgs of Kurdish and not race should 
be made the test of employment. 


ii. That in the meantime 211 departuents should 
be required to pay more attention te the 
appointment of Kurdish pergonnel. 


iii. That the Hutasarrif, Arbil, should be trans- 
ferred:at once and a suitable Kurd appointed 
in hie place, 


iv. That the Police should be BS hing facilities 
te train more Kurdish speaking gazetted 
officials and inspectors. — 


v. Theat a Kurdish Assistant Director General 
of Administration be appointed in the Ministry, 


vi. That the gprs ge Mage finding suitable 
Kurds for some of the higher departeental 
eppointmente in Baghdad should examined, 
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vii. That e Law sheuld be passed making Kurdish 
the official oe of the administration 
in Suleimani, Arbii and the predominant 
Kurdish cadhas of Mosul Liwa and admitt 
Eurdish as ene of the official Languages o 
Kirkuk (eee 1 shove), 


wiii. That a Translation Bureau should be set 
up in Baghdad, 


ix. That the proceedings and judgments in the 
Courts should be heeded’ tn Kurdish. 


EDUCATION. 


a. That for purposes of Education the liwees 
of Arbil, Kirkyk and Sulaimani shouid be 
ore {nto on® Mantiqa under a suitabie 


xi. That there should be full Secondary Sehoois 
eat Arbii and Sulaimani and that the nunbers 
of Mt pai Sehools be increased as funds 
persit. 


ADDL TIONAL REC OMMIDATT ONS. 
wil. That the addition of a Kurdish symbol to 


the Ira@ fisg should be considered as an 
appeal Kurdish sentiment. 


16. Your 


POD 


16, Your Exellency will see that in ay 
reconpendations I have ignored the demends of the 
Kurdish nationalists for an extensten of the Kurdish 
Grea inte the Diyala and Kut liwas and fer any change 
which will lead te the separation cf the Kurdish 
liwas from the Kingdom of Iraq, I do not consider 
euch demands are in the best interests of the Kurds 
themselves or of the Iraq State. Ky recommendations 
will not satisfy the more ardent Nationalists and 
shete will certainly be a demand at the very least 
for the extension of the Kurdish Educational Area 
and for the formation of a Dehuk iiwn. The door may 
be left open for reasonable extensions such as these 
but I think it should be olesed ageinst anything 
whioh militates against Iraq Unity. 

What I chiefiy plead for is syspathy in 
considering the legitimate complaints of the Kuris. 
I have heard it said that there is ao Kurdish question. 
I think this is far from actuality. The Kurds are 
uneasy and suspicious and there has been a great deal 
of harmful propaganda mainiy from Baghdad. If this 
is allowed te continue unchecked and if nothing is 
@one to remedy resi grievances and instil a feeling of 
trust, I am certain thet there will be trouble. Not 
only will there be trouble but the demands of the Kurds 
will inoreage with it until the Government will be 
faced with the alternative of meeting it with force 
or agreeing te demands which offer ne prespect of 
stebllity for the future, 

It will be a great mistake if the Government 
leoks dniy to the fulfilment of the ietter ef the 


Pledges 


1) 


Pledges. Their object was te incorporate the Kurds 
in the Iraq Nation and it is their spirit sore than 
their iiteral fulfilment which is important. I 
believe that if the Gevernnment treats the question 
in a brosdeminded and sympathetic manner, it will be 
possible to iey the foundations of senething permanent 
éuring the next two years. 

The problem is ene of the most important 
and urgent which the Government has to face and 
I hope that Your Excellency will icy it before the 
Cabinet at an early date. 


Adviser. 


Annesres. 
1. Statement show cell gh se gee ef the 
Mo 


Kurdish vadhas o end the ligas of 
Arbil, Kirkuk and Suiaimant, 


2, Statiatios of officials by race. 


PO 


H,S, 


I have recentiy been studying the Kurdish 
situation in conjunction with the Administrative 
Inspectors of the Northern Liwas and by order of 
His Majesty the King, I have made an enquiry as to 
whether there is any truth in the allegations made 
by certain Kurds that the pledges given to then, 
have not been properly observed. 


3. The pledges are as follows i- 


(i) Gommunique Sir Peroy Cox published by 
the British Advisers in Mosul, Kirkuk and 
Sulaimani Divisions on May 6th, 1921. 


*The H Commissioner has under active 
consideration the administrative arrange- 
ments to be made for the future of the 
Kuréish distriets in Iraq, It has been 
represented to him that apprehension exists 
lest the interests ef the 8 should 
suffer by subordination to the National 
Government estahtished in Baghdad, and 
that for this reason there is sone demand 
for an autonomous regime. 


“at the same time the leaders of Kurdish 
opinion are understoed to be fully alive 
to the economic and industrial ties 
connecting their areas with Iraq proper and 
to the inconveniences which separation 
might involve. In these circumstances 
His Bxcel. desires if possibie to 
obtain an cation of the real wishes of 
the Kurdish Communities. Should they 
prefer to remain under the Iraq Governzent 
he is prepared to reeommend to the Counceti 
of State a solution on the following lineg:- 


One - As regards the Kurdish distriots of 
the Mogul Division which fall within 
the sphere of the British Mandate 
@ sube-liwa should be formed comprising 


Dehuk 
British Assistent Mutasarrif. 
Qaimmaqams for the time being should be 


British, 


(2) 


Two - 


Three - 


N.Be 


xO 


British, but will be replaced by 
Kurds or Kurdish-s Arabs 
acceptable to the Kurds as soon es 
competent men are fortheooming. This 
subeliwa would be generally subject, 
for all finencial and judicial 
purposes, to the National Government 
mn Baghdad and would then naturally 
send representatives to the 
Constituent Assembly; but for the 
purposes of general administration 
the Caimmaqams would address the sub- 
Mutasarrif while administrative 
appointments would be made by H.E. 
the High Commissioner in consultation 
with the local authorities. 


The High Commissioner will endeavour 
to arrange te associate British 
officers with the administration of 
Arbil, together with Keui Sanjak 

and Ro us, and will:gecure that 

in the appointment of Government 
offieiais regard will be had to the 
wishes of the people. Detaiis should 
be 2 Seentet Qs soon as the situation 
a Be 


Salaimani will be treated as a 
Matasarrifiig med by a 
Matesarrif in geo Me the 
Matasarrif te be appointed by the 
High Commissioner and to have a 
British Adviser atteched to hin. 
Pending the appointment of a 
Matasarrif the British Political 
Officer will act in this capacity. 


The Mutasarrif-in-Councll will be 
delegated such powers, incigding 
right of appeal to the High 
Commissioner as may be approved the 
High Commissioner, after consultation 
with the Mu f- jouncil on 
the one hand and the Council of 
State on the other. 


Qaimmagans for the time bei ud 
be British to be — by i 
as soon as competent men are 
forthoeming. * 


Mogul and Arbdil aecepted these 
conditions.  Sulaimani rejected \ 


o \: \ 
\ 


\ 


\ 


Declaration of 24th December, 1922: 


and the Gevernment of Iraq 


ie Britennic esty's Government: 
Majesty tap ne 


rights of the Kurds living with: 


boundaries 


So 


boundaries of aint Rte up a Kurdish 
Governnent within boundaries and 
hope that the different Kurdish elements 
will, as soon as possible, arrive at an 
agreement between themselves as to the 
form which they wish that that Government 
should take and the boundaries within 
which they wish it to extend and +111 
send responsible delegates te Baghdad 
to discuss their economic and political 
relations with Hie Britannic Majesty's 
Gevernment and the Government of Iraq." 


(3) Decision ef the Council of Ministers of 
llth July, 1923. 


(1) That the Iraq anny “4 not 
intend te appoint any 
officials in the rardish veiewetete 
except technical officiais. 


(2) Nor do they intend to force the 
inhabitants of the Kurdish districts 
to use the Arabio language in their 
official. correspondence. 


(3) That the ri pe of the inhabitants 
and the rel eivil 
ties “she aid districts 
be properly safeguarded. 


(4) bgt m addressed the Prime Minister 
Mutaserrif, Kirkuk: 


(a) Please inform the Administrative 
Council that their —— have 
— accepted and that the Goverment 

es that the appointments be 
t 1104@ lecal men only and that 
the local language be considered as 
official. 


(b) ...+.-- You may inform the 
Administrative Council and promise 
them the fulfiizent of these 
conditions in an official way. 


(5) Prime Minister's speech of 2ist siesnies i 
1926: 


* ,.e6 We Should give the Kurds their 
ning gs offtsinis ate 
anong Yr own 8 
their offieial language an ant ig lat my lla 
should lear their ewm tongue in 
sehoois. It is inoumbent upen us - 
give them their rights.° 


and the 


POT 


and the Prime Minister's circular 
instructions te all Ministries:= 


"Your Exséilency has ne doubt seen the 
speech made by the Prine ter in the 
Ghamber of Deputies and published in the 
Press on the following day. This 

speech embodies the pelicy which the 
Government ued and will pursue in 

the administration of the Kurdish zone, 
nemely, that the offieiais should be 

Kurds and the official language Kurdish, 
His Ewellency has therefore directed 

me to request Your Excellency to endeavour 
te carry out this polfey and adhere 
thereto in ali that appertains te the 
establishments of the zone in question.* 


(6) Stipulations of the League of Nations: 
"Regard must be paid te the desires 
expressed by the Kurds that officiais of 
Kurdish race should be appointed for the 
administration of their beangens 
the @ispensation of tice tesching 
in the soheols, and % Kurdish should 
be the official language of all these 
services." 

3. In my persenal opinion the pledges which are 
of the greatest importance are Nos: 5, 4, 5 and 6 and 
it will be seen that they refer to:- \ 

a) Offieiais. 
b) 


ge. 
@) Dispensation of Justice ; 
a) Edqpation, . i | 


The pledge to the Administrative Cometh 
of Kirkuk is an awkward one because the popuiation| 
of most of the districts is predominantly Kurdish \ 
and because the wholly Kurdish cadhas of Chenchemal \, 
and Gil were transferred from the Sulainani liwa re 
after the pledge was given. It therefore confiiete || 
somewhat with the pledges to the Kurds. i) 
3 prepose to take the four pledges in 
succession but I should like first to state ay 
opinion that the spirit in which the Iraq Government * 


will work 


K » Kurd. 

t » Tureonean, 
A = Arab. 

C e Christian. 
J o Jew. 


008 


will work with the Kurds in the future is far more 
important than the literal fulfilment of any pledge. 
Rightly or wrongly the Kurds feel that they are not 
getting their due and it is one of the most important 
tasks of the Government today to remove that impression 
and to instil a feeling of confidence and trust. 

As I intend to try and show, the Government has been 

to blame in certain respects ~-- not in large 
questions of policy so such as in less important 
matters like injudicious appointments and fauity 
organization. It is, hewever, minor complaints 

which often loom largest in the minds of the people 
and in the aggregate cause most discontent. It is 

the first duty of Goverment to consider those 


complaints in a sympathetio spirit and rectify then. 


: \ 
5. The following figures show what officiagis 1 
are employed:- ro 


Geretted.  Nen-Gazetted. Total. \ 


Sulaimani.19 8 21 2 901411128 109 2212 14 
Arbil. 4 1 98 8 3 - 113 2936 1 \ 
Kirkuk, 161118 2 2947 40 6 45 118 58 4 
Mesal, \ 
(Kurdish Vy 
@adhas). 11 314 4 46 84335 8&7 11 57 39 


6. Strictly speaking, the employment of so many 
non-Kurda is a definite breach of the pledge, In 
Suiaimani, for instance, where 99% of the population 
4s Kurdish, no less than 30% of the officials are 
non-Kurds. In the other Kurdish areas the figures 
speak for thenselves, 

AS will be seen there are 324 Kurdish 


officials 


2.04 


officials 165 Arabs, 180 Turcoman and 62 Christian 
and Jews, i.e., the non-Kurdish officials exceed 
Kurdish officials by 93. 

This is clearly an instance where the 
instructions of the Government have been neglected | 
because there has been no one in partionlar responsible 
for seeing that the pledge was carried out literally, 
This neglect affords no opportunity for critician 
by anyone who wishes te interpret it rigidly. I 
prefer te look to its spirit and on the whole do 
not take a very serious view of the matter because 
in many cases the non-Kurds are either Kirkuklis 
serving in the Kirkuk liwa or 01d inhabitants of the 
liwa in which they are serving who have becoxe almost 
indistinguishable from the Kurds, Certain 
departnents (especially Tapu, Customs and Agriculture) 
have, however, made very little effort to observe 
the pledges and the Kurds undoubtedly have a gentine 
reason to complain of this -- partioularly with 
regard to non-technical pests. I feel that the 
question has not up to the present been deslt with \ 
on the right lines. The Kurés try to oling 
jealously to the pledge which has been given them; 
the Arabs zesent an arrangement which keeps the 
Kurdish liwas for the Kurds (nominally, though mot 
entirely in practise as the figures show) but does 
not debar them from serving in other parts of the 
country. It would be much sounder to make a knowledge 
of the language to test and permit the ouploynent of 
Kurdish speaking Arabs in the Kurdish Livas and Arabie 
speaking Kurds in the non-Kurdish liwas. This’ cannot 


° 


be done so 


OO 


be done so long as the Kurds are suspicious of tho 
policy of the Centrai Government. I consider, 
however, that its application will be possibie if 
the language law which is referred to in para, 11 
is passed, providing that too great haste is not 
shown and that appointments are made carefully. 


7. The matter of appointing suitable officials 
is one of great importance. It is probable that 
the Kurds in Arbil liwa are more discontented at 
the present moment than those in the other Kurdish 
liwas. I am sorry to say that I have come to the 
conclusion that this is largely due to the policy 
adopted by Majid Beg, the Mutasarrif. This 
official is capable but he is a Tureoman and has 
show himself to be unsympathetic in dealing with 
the Kurds. He has given a bad example to other 
officials and there exists an anti-Kurdish bias 
in the administration which is harmful. He has ; 
served more than the usual term in Arbil and I consider 
his immediate transfer from the Kurdish areas is 
essentiel. He should be replaced by a Kurdish 
official whom the Government and his ow countrymen 
ean trust. 


8. A defect which requires remedying is to be 
found in the police force where there is a shortage 
of suitable Kurdish police officers and Inspectors. 
The result has been the appointment of Arab officiais 
who in certain cases have not knom Kurdish and have 
had to aet through Interpreters. This is obviously 
wrong and greater facilities should be given to the 
Police to train men - whether Kurds or Arabs with a 


knowledge 


OH] 


knowjedge of Kurdish - tebe Inspectors and Gazetted 
Officers, 


9. I think it would be not only helpful to the 
Ministry of Interior but also gratifying to the Kurds 
if a Kurdish Assistant Director General of Administration 
were appointed in the Ministry. This official would 
deal in the first place with correspondence from the 
Kurdish liwas under the orders of the Director 
General of Administration. The appointment would 
entail additional expenditure but I feel sure this 
would be justified by the feeling of satisfaction 
that there was someone with a thorough knowledge of 
the Kurdish liwas in the Hiniatry. 


10. The Kurds are beginning to feel that they 
are ingtfficiently represented amongst the high 
officials in the Capital. This is of course a feeling 
which exists in other quarters and places also but 
I think that due regard should be given to the numerical 
and political importance of the Kurds and an effort 
made to satisfy them as suitable men are found and 


vacancies occur, 


AGE Al OR. CE. 

11. The language question is one about which 
the Kurds are very uneasy. The pledges are quite 
definite and I think that no time should be lost 
in passing a law making Kurdish the official 
language of the administration in Sulaimani and Arbil 
and the predominantly Kurdish Qadhas of Mosul liwa 
and admitting Kurdish as one of the official 


languages 


Be } Q 


languages of Kirkuk liwa. After the passage of the 
law a knowledge of the language and not race, 

could, as I have suggested above, be made the condition 
of employment in the Kurdish areas. 


12, Up to the present some of the Departments 
have been neglectfi about fulfilling the language 
pledge and a serious ground for complaint is the 
fact that there is no adequate machinery for translating 
the laws of the country and the many regulations - 
financial and otherwise ~- which are constantly being 
brought out. Basic laws such as the Baghdad Penal 
Code still remain untranslated and in Arbil, for 
instance, not only is the language of the Courts 
Arabic but preceedings and judgments are also recorded 
in Arabic. Laws, Regulations, Cireulars and i 
correspondence of zeneral administrative application) 
are sent to the Kurdish liwas in Arabic and are supposed 
to be translated by the Mudirs Tahrirat. This is 
uneconomic because the staffs of four liwas are sent \ 
to make a translation of the same thing. It is tfair 
to the public because the translations cannot be 
uniform. The correct translation of legal dcoowments 
is a matter of care and skill. Such documents cannot 
be translated properly by wiqualified staffs which are 
already ocoupied with administrative work and in many\ 
cases they prokably remain untransiated, The result 
is that non Arabio reading officials cannot do their work 
correctly and the public are deprived of the 4 : 
fundamental right of being taxed and ruled according | 
to laws written in their own language. I consider | 
that an adequate Transiation Bureau should be \ 


established 


established, preferably under this Ministry, to 
translate laws into Kurdish for publication in the 
Official Gaette and such other documents as the 
Ministry considers necessary. I consider also that 
Proceedings and judgments in the Courts should be 
recorded in Kurdish. 


EDUCATION. 

13. Kurdish complaints about the educational - 
policy of the Government are many. Some of them may 
be justified, others I think are exaggerated. It 
is difficult for a Government which is hampered by lack 
of funds te do everything at once and in this case 
the question is complicated by the fact that Kurdish 
has only just been standardized as a written 
language and that there is a shortage of qualifipa 
teachers. i 

The two main defects in my opinion are firstiy 
that no Kurdish bey can be properly educated in the 
Kurdish liwas today because there are not even any 
full secondary schools and secondly that there is no 
Kurdish Education area since Arbil falis into the Mosul 
area and Sulaimani and Kirkuk are administered by the | 
Area Education Officer, Baghdad. I have heard 


4 


complaints that the educational polloy adopted by the 
responsible local officials is not in accerdance with 
the pledges. Whether this is so or not I sonsider 
g$hat an Educational area consisting of Arbi1, Kirkuk 
and Sulaimani should be established without delay under 
a suitable Kurd. I think also that the full sepondary 
course should be given in the Secondary Schools at 
Arbil and Sulaimani and that more Primary Sohodip be 
opened 


DA 


opened as funds are available. If a Kurdish 
Bducational Area is established, the Kurdish official 
in charge will have to meet the oritioisms of the 
Kurds and there will be less chance of administrative 
shortcomings which as I have pointed out above are 
often due to lack of funds - being interpreted ag a 
deliberate attempt by the Government te neglect its 
pledges, 


14, I think that too much importance is given 
here to the question of the medium of instruction in 
Kurdish schools. It is obviously the right of the 
Kurds to have their elementary instruction in Kurdish 
but I believe that if the language law is passed 
and the Kurds can be convinced that there is no idea 
of destroying their national entity, they themselves 
will ask for the medium of instruction in some of the 
more difficult subjects in the higher course to be in 
Arabic. with the opening up of communications, the 
Kurdish iiwas are no longer isolated and Young Kurds 
will realise that they will not be equipped to take 
their part in the national life without a knowledge of 
Arabic. This is a question which will settie itself in 
due course and it is a mistake to introduce into it 
the issue of nationality. 


15. My recommendations may be summarized as 
follows:- 


91s 


OFFICIALS. 


4. pig he Be cag deny ps Law is sed 
a knowledge of Kurdis’ ona not rece shenld 
be made the test of enploynzent. 


ii. That in the meantine a11 departments should 
be required to pay more attention to the 
appointment of Kurdish pergonnei. 


iii. That the Mutasarrif, Arbil, should be trans- 
ferred at once and a suitable Kurd appointed 


in his place. 
iv. That the Police should be given facilities 
to train more Kurdish spe gazetted 


officiais and inspectors, 
v. That a Kurdish Assistant Director General 


of Administration be appointed in the Ministry, 


vi. That the possibility of finding suitable 
Kurds for some of the higher departmental 
eppointments in Baghdad should be examined. 


AGE AND Fr CE. 


vii. That a Law should be passed making Kurdish 
the official 1 ge of the adainistration 
in Sulaimani, Arbil and the predominantly 
Kurdish Qadhas, of Mosul Liwa and admitt 
Kurdish as ene of the official languages o 
Kirkuk (see 4 above). 


viii. That a Translation Bureau should be set 
up in Baghdad. 


ix. That the proceedings and judgments in the 
Courts should berecorded in Kurdish. 


EDUCATION. 


x. That for purposes of Education the lives 
of Arbil, Kirkgk and Sulaimani should be 
grouped {nto one Mantiqa under a suitabie 


xi. That there should be full Secondary Schools 
at Arbil and Sulaimani and that the numbers 
of ot al Sehools be increased as funds 
permit. 


ADDETIONAL RRCOMMIBIDATI ONS. 


mii. That the addition af a Kurdish syabol to 
the Ira§. flag should be considered as an 
appeal te Kurdish sentiment. 


16, Your 


ab 


16. Your Excellency will see that in ay 
recommendations I have ignored the demands of the 
Kurdish nationalists for an extension of the Kurdish 
area into the Diyala and Kut liwas and for any change 
which will lead to the separation of the Kurdish 
liwas from the Kingdom of Iraq, I do not consider 
such demands are in the best interests of the Kurds 
themselves or of the Iraq State. Hy recommendations 
will not satisfy the more ardent Nationalists and 
ahate will certainly be e demand at the very least 
for the extension of the Kurdish Educational Area 
and for the formation of a Dohuk liwa. The door may 
be left open for reasonable extensions such as these 
but I think it should be closed against anything 
which militates against Iraq Unity. \ 

what I chiefly plead for is sympathy in 
considering the legitimate complaints of the Kurds, 
I have heard it said that there is no Kurdish question. 
I think this is far from actuality. The Kurds are. 
Uneasy and suspicgous and there has been a great deal . 
of harmful propaganda mainly from Baghdad. If this. iN 
ig allowed to continue unchecked and if nothing is \ é\ 
@one to remedy real grievances and instil a feeling et \ 
trust, I an certain that there will be trouble. Not, | 
only will there be trouble but the desands of the Kurds 
will increase with it until the Governnent will be | 
faced with the alternative of meeting it with force 
or agreeing to demands which offer no prospect of 
stability for the future, 

It will be a great mistake if the Government 
Jeoks énly to the fulfilment of the letter of the 


Pledges 


Al] 


Pledges. Their object was te incorporate the Kurds 
in the Iraq Nation and it is their spirit more than 
their literal fulfilment which is important. I 
believe that if the Government treats the question 
in @ broad-minded and sympathetic manner, it will be 
possible to lay the foundations of something permanent 
during the next two years. 

The problem is one of the most important 
and urgent which the Government has to face and 
I hope that Your Excellency will iay it before the 
Cabinet at an early date. 


Adviser. 


ane CB. 
1. Statement shewing the Spree of the 


Kurdish Qadhas of Mo and the lipas of 
Arbil, Kirkuk and Sulaimani,. 


2. Statistics of officials by race. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. The Residency, ISA 
“a 
D.C. Noe 5.0. 626 Baghdad, Quay, 1930. 
i" Ge. ¥ 


Ay he HK og as a 
re 


I enclose a note on 2 conversation 
n 





between King Faisal and myself on the Kurdish 


question which took place on the 20th. Lay. 


Shuckburgh, K.CeM.G., C.B., 





on 20th.liay, 1930. 
The Kurds in ‘Iraq. IS? 


The High Commissioner reminded His ““ajesty that some time 
ago Bhey had agreed later on to discuss the question of the Kurds 
in ‘Iraq. He had, since then, had an opportunity to study the 
question and as he Proposed to go on a tour in the Kurdish areas 
quite soon , he thought it would be well, if His flajesty agreed, 
to talk the matter over. He continued to say that he thought the 
Government had done well to make their declaration concerning their 


intention to pass a law meking Kurdish an official language in Kurdish* 


















areas, but he felt that the other pronouncement made by the Prime : 
Minister regarding the appointment of officials in the Kurdish areas, ’ 
i.e. that it was not necessary that they should be of Kurdish race 
but only that they should imow Kurdish, should have been delayed 
until after the enactment of the promised law. 

The King said that he was quite agreed that the 'Iraq 
Government should allow the use of Kurdish as an official languagy Eis 
but he was apprehensive of the activities of a number of Kurdish, — 
political societies whose presence in 'Iraq he feared would oS \ 
embarrass 'Iraq's relations with Persia end Turkeys The big ; t 
aifference between the point of view of the 'Iraq Government and the ‘ | 
Residency was that the 'Iraq Government felt convinced that the 
palliatives at present proposed would not for long satisfy the Kurda 
whose demands would increase after each concessfon made to them until 
they in the end embarked on a struggle for union and independence : 
which would possibly involve ‘Iraq in war with Persia and Turkey. The 
Residency on the other hand thought that the Kurds could be dealt wi th 
as the be a in Great Britain but the differences in the positsek ; 
of the two peoples were too great to make it 2 safe parallel for the 
guidance of polioy. 

The High.Commissicner explained that he quite realised the 
limits of any comparison between the position of the Scotph in the _ 
United Kingdom and the Kurds in 'Iraq. But the moral of the Briggs mt 
relation with the Scotch was that considerate treatment combinedil 


@ recognition of the Scotch: rights to the maintenance of théir 


ts 
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their national identity and customs had united them closely with 
Englend; and he thought a similar policy would do the same for the 
Kurds in ‘Iraq. , 

However his chicf point was that it was essential that the 
‘Iraq Government should carry out their pledges to the Kurds. The 
policy which had been enunciated was sound, it remained to see 
that it was carried out. 

His linjesty said ag@in that he was in entire agreement with 
the High Coumissioner but still felt that the activities of 7 
Kurdish political societies should be suppressed as harmful both 
to 'Iraq and to the Kurées theuselves. 

the High Commissioner reminded His Majesty of the prompt 4 
action which had Seat taken by the Residency and the 'Iragq 
Government to prevent 'Iraq from being used as a finger of Pan- 
Kurdish intrigues cirected agdanst ‘Iraq's friendly neighbours, but 
pointed out that while he agreed that agitation hostile to 'Iraq's 
neighbours should be suppressed, he felt it necessary to distinguish 
between political societies engaged in activities of that kind and ; 
others whose purpose was the legitimate advocacy of the sabennate 
of Kurds within 'Iragq. At the same time the really inportant 
practical point was to see that the Kurds were not disappointed in the 


hopes: which the 'Iraq Government's pledges had given them. ‘These 


' pledges should be carricd out_as soom as possible; principally the 


language law and the creation of a Kurdish educational area. 
\ 
The King agreed and said that he hoped that the High 
Commissioner would always toll him if he thought that the 'Iraq 


Government were failing to carry out their promises to the Kurds. 


(In.) V.H. —— 
2065.30. ' 
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THE NEW TREATY BETWEEN HES BRITANIC MAJESTYS 


COVERNMENT AND IRAQ DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE 


“GRANTED PRIVILEGES OF KURDS SUBMITTED 


APPLICATION TO HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ FOR 


Doubtful Words should be OFFICIALLY repeated. 
No inquiry respecting this Telegram can be attended to without the ame of this Copy. 
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THEIR INCLUSION IN THE TREATY AND ITS 


EXECUTION REQUEST YOUR EXCELLENCY TO PROTECT 


US AND CONFIRM OUR GRANTED RIGHTS AND ASSURE 


OUR NATIONAL DEMANDS NOTABLES OF SULAIMANI = 


“AZMI BABAN ABDULKADIR HAFID HAMA AGHA IZZET 
OSMAN PASHA HAMDI RESHID PASHA SHAFIK RESHID: 
PASHA ABDULRAHMAN AHMED PASHA PAIQ BABAN TOWPIQ 


J “Py, , _ 
Doubtful Words should be OFFICIALLY repeated. Q AZZ AZ Cs) 

t 

N No inquiry respecting this Telegram can be attended to without the production of this Copy. 


¢ : A, 


ro reixcRm trom the Notables of Sulaimani to the Secretary 


of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 10th July, 1930. 
(Received Colonial Office 12.7 p.m. 10th July, 1930) 

The new treaty between His Britannic Majesty's 
Government and Iraq does not recognise the granted 
privileges of Kurds submitted application to High 
Commissioner for Iraq for their inclusion in the treaty 
and its execution request Your Excellency to protect 
us and confirma our granted rights ant assure our natichal 
demands Notables of Sulaimant — > Kent Baban Abdulkddir ~~ 

4 Heme Agha Tasct Oaman Pasha Hamdi Reshid Pacha shafik , 
Reshid Pasha Abdulrahman Ahmed Pasha Faiq moe Tria 
Qazzas. a 





K 
Cutreck fromn he 
WOTR OF DISCUSSION WITH THR IRAQI PRIME MINISTER id f 


iSth JULY. 

RARER 2 
Sir J. Humphrys. Murad Pasha al Seid. 
Myr.JeHoHall. Rusain Bey Afnm. (Ivaei 


Nurs Pasha epened the discussion by explaining 
that he had reseived sme disturbing monsages from the 
Aating Prine Minister in Iraq reperting a reerudescence 
of nationalist agitation among the Kurds in Ivaqg. He 
read an extranet from a letter from Ja‘far Pasha in 
whieh the latter stated that special Serviee Officers 
Of the ReAcF. had been reperted to be ineiting the Kurds 
te make exherbitent demands fren the Iraq Government. 
Muyi Pasha reminded Sir Y.iwaphrys that the question of 
spesial educational and linguistic privileges fer 
Kurdish areas had been exhaustively discussed with hin 
in Baghdad and that agreement as te the measures te be 
taken by the Ivnq Gevermment had then been reached. 
These mengures ineluded the establiaiment of a special 
Kurédieh e@ueation area under the sharge of a Kurdish 
Inspester ef Education. The Kurds were new pressing 
for the appointment of a Direeter ef Eduention on the 
enalegy ef the Meoul edmcation aren where a Direster 
with certein financial pewers was in chazge.. The 
Ivaq Government, Nuri Pasha enid, were determined net te 

aceede - 
all 


7% 


eecede te this demand and, rather than de se, prepesed ‘te 
reduce the status of the Meeul Director te that of 
Inepecter and to withdraw his financial powers. There 
would then be complete equality of treatnent and the 
Kurds weuld have ne greunds for complaint. uri Pasha 
appeared te believe that Sir K-Cormmllis and the 
Asting High Commissioner were in synpathy with the 
Kurdish agitation fer the appointment of a Direstor. 
He eaid that the Iraq Government could be relied upen te 
fwlfil}f their pledges te the Kurds and he asked that 
Sir ¥.Husphrys sheuld send instructions te Baghdad 
that they should be allewed to do se without eutside 
interference. sir Tenge  . = 
veGellestion was that it had p agreed that the 
pianehien CiSiow sn the Kurdish areas should de of the 
Dw “vanke of ThspeCTer md ho underteck to send a private 
telegram te Major Young informing him ef Nuri Pasha's 
representations, 


. / bp 


Mr. Hall 15/7 at once. rp 
s 

78315/30. 
PARRPHRAS TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to the Acting High Commissioner of Iraq. 
(Sent 9.35 p.m. 15th July, 1930) 
No. 266. 
Private and Personal. 

The following message is for Young from Humphrys 
begins. 

Nuri Pasha read out to me to-day an extract 
of a letter which he had received from Jafar Pasha 
complaining that a Special Service officer had used 
tactless language with Kurds. Nuri asked that you and 
the Air Officer Commanding should be informed. He added 
that the Government of Iraq could be relied upon to fulfil 
the promises they have made to the Kurds. nds. 








Bika he 
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PARAFHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commisioner of Iraq 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 16th July, 1930. 
(Received Colonial Office 10.58 p.m. 18th July, 1930) 
IMMEDIATE. 
No. 339. My despatch Confidential 23rd April. The Cabinet at 
spechl meeting yesterday considered recommendations of Adviser 
to Interior on Kurdigh Question and passed a series of 
resolutions which while they represent a great advance do not in 
the opinion of Cornwallis and Lionel Saith go far enough. ‘The 
Kurdish situation is delicate and now that Treaty has been 
published and it has become clear that there is no provision 
in it for their future, Kurds will certainly expect early 
Ye-assurance from Iraq Government. Main points on which Cabinet 
Tesolutions are Unsatisfactory are (One) New Kurdish 
educational area to be in charge of inspector instead of area 
education officer (Two) Refusal to accept recommendation for two 
full secondary schools at Sulimaniyeh Arbil. Acting Prime - 
Minister in covering letter imvites me to accompany him and 
Minister of the Interior and Minister of Justice on tour of 
Kurdish areas during which policy of Iraq Government will be 
amnounced. Idea is that my presence will show that British 
and Iraq Governments are pursuing common policy. I consider 
this procedure is only way to remove atmosphere of suspicion 
which undoubtedly exists but I feel that it is essential if 
His Majesty's Government are to be involved that announcement 
should be satisfactory and I am advised that tour will fail of 
ite purpose unless Iraq Government accept Area Education Officer 
and 


As 


Lt at least principle of two full secondary schools. Ja'far Pasha 
tells me that Nuri has telegraphed insisting upon Inspector, and 
you may therefore wish to discuss with him and Sir Francis 
Humphrys vefore replying. Alternative of degrading other Area 
Education Officers to Ingpectors in order to secure equality 

of treatment is strongly oppoedd by Lionel Snith and both he and 
Cormvallis deprecate my sugsestion that while inspectors should be 
appointed as first step principle ef aquality should be accepted 
now and exact method of ansuring Lt tn future left for discussion 
when Nur. roturnge. Matter is urgent since Sulatment has 

alecacy uhreaboned not to participate in election. Telegrame are 
beings Bert to Ganava and it was only with some difficult that 
ACainistrativye Tnspector averbad at Sulaiman) swo days Sopot 
Crown Princs who ig touring privately in Kurdish dlatricts. 

I should be grateful for early instructions az te atvitude 

I should adopt to these two resolutions and for authority to 
decline to accompany parvy unless pronessd ennouncenent is brought 
inte iine with policy of His Majesty's Government. 





When announcing their Kurdish policy the 
Iraq Government should publicly accept the 
principle of (a) the establishment of a special 
Kurdish education area under the charge of a 
Kurdish Area Education Officer, and (b) the 
establishment of full Secondary schools at 
Sulaimaniya and Arbil. The should explain that 


the present acute financial stringency alone 
prevents them from immediately translating this 
principle into practice, but that, as an earnest 

of their determination to do so so soon as the 
financial position permits, they are proceeding 
forthwith to constitute a special Kurdish education 
area which, as a temporary measure, will be placed 
in the charge of ths Kurdish Inspector of Education 
This officer will be replaced by an Area Education 
Officer so soon as sufficient funds are available 
to enable the Iraq Government to carry out their fut 
programme of Kurdish education, the principle of 
which they have accepted. 


Shetty, 


ple 
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© TELEGRAM from the Chiefs of the Kurds to the Secretary 
of State for the Colohies. 
Dated July. 
(Received, Colonial Office, 4.11 p.m., 22nd July, 1930). 


5 ceachiiebemmermeeadl 


The rights of Kurds are not mentioned in the new Anglo-Iraq 
Treaty. According to this Treaty Mandate is ended. Beg 
you to protect us. Kurds demand local autonomy. Please 
assure us Jaf Chiefs HUSSAIN BEC HASSAN BEG ABDULLAH BEG AHMED 
BEG DAWOOD BEG ALI BEG SHAIKH RASHID ABDULLAH 

NAROLY HAWRAMAN CHIEFS MUSTAFA JAFAR SULTAN AFRASIAB 
RUSTOM SULTAN PISHDER CHIEFS HASSAN AGHA HAMA AGHA AMIN BEG 
HASSAN BEG AHMED HOWAR AGHA RASHID AGHA MUSTAFA BEG 

SAID AGHA HAMZA AGHA MAHMOOD HADJI ABBAS AGHA MOHAMMED AGHA 
HAMAWAND CHIEFS FATTAH AGHA SULAIMAN AGHA AMIN MOHAMMED 
AMIN AGHA. 


770 ‘95 
Mr. Hall 22/7. 
sir G.Grindle 22 at once. 
eo | 
78315/30, ITaq. 
. /TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
the Acting High Commisgioner of Iraq. 
(sent 9.18 p.m. 22nd July, 1930) 
No. 274, 
LAPORTANT.. 

Your telegrem No. 339. Kurdish grievances. Early 
opportunity will be taken by Sir Francis Humphrys to 
Giscuss this question with King Faisal and Nuri Pasha. 

He will do his utmost then to induce them to authorise 
Cabinet in Baghdad to accept in full two points mentioned 
in your telegram. 

2. Preliminary discussion on 15th July with Nuri 
disclosed fact that principal grounds of Iraq Government 's 
objection to acceptance of these points are - 

(a) that number of schools in new Kurdish 
educational area are insufficient at present to justify 
appointment of Aree. Education Officer and 

(b) that if unduly generous terms were offered to 
Kurda now action of Iraq Goveroment would be miscormtrued 
by Turkish Govermnent in view of present situation in 
Turkish Kurdistan. 

3, It was pointed out to Nuri that, unless promptly 
allayed by liberal gesture on part of the Iraq Government 
the apprehensions of Iraqi Kurds would inevitably find 
expression in petitions and protests to League of Nutions 
which might seriously préjudice Iraq's chence of admission 
to the League in 1922. 


sir 
Conson. 
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Sir Francis Humphrys will again press this view upon King 
and Nuri, but it is possible that he will be unable to induce 
them to accept Cormwallis' recommendations in toto. They 
however, might accept compromise on following lines. ‘hen 
amouncing their Kurdish policy Iraq Government would publicly 
accept the principle of (a) establishment of a special Kurdish 
educational area under the sharge of a Kurdish Area Education 
Officer and (b) establishment of full secondary schools at 
Sulaimaniya and Arbil. ‘They would explain at the same time 
that present acute financial stringency alone prevented them 
from immediately translating this principle into practice, but 
that, as an earnestiof their determination to do so as soon as 
the financial position permits, they are forthwith proceeding 
to constitute a special Mirdish educational area which, asa 
temporary measure, would be placed in the charge of a Kurdish 
Inspector of Education, who would be replaced by an Area 
Education Officer so soon as sufficient funds to enable the Iraq 
Government to carry out their full programne of Kurdish education 
could be made available. 

4. Please inform me urgently, after consultation with 
Cornwallis and Smith, whether you consider that announcement on 
foregoing lines would satisfy the requiremente of the situation. 

5. Telegrams protesting against the new treaty have 
been received from novables of Sulaimaniya and from chiefs of 
Jaf, Hauraman, Pishder and Hamawand tribes. 


SECRET ‘idee 


D,O,No, S$:0°8U% The Residency, 


165 


nd, W® sary, 1930, 





RECEIVED 
99JUL 1930 





liom dean Shnktrng 


You may be interested to see the 


8,A,492 of enclosed copy of a letter from Cornwallis 
7=7-30,with 
enclosure, forwarding a copy of a cireular letter which 


he has written to the Administrative Inspectors 
in the northern districts on Kurdish policy, 
The question is one which, as you are no doubt 


aware, is occupying a good deal of our attention 


at the moment, 
—_— Sincerely 
SIR JOHN E,SHUCKBURGH, ae 


COPY. Mod 


SECRET & PERSONAL, Ministry of the Interior, 





"IRAQ, 
DO, No, S,A,492. 


Baghdad, 7th July, 1930, 


My dear Young, 

The attached copy of a D,O, (No.S,A,491 of 6th inst., 
which I have sent to the Administrative Inspectors of the 
Northern Liwas may interest you. 

Jamil Beg has seen it and his only objection was to 
the first paragraph, He is quite unwilling to cooperate | 
and keeps reiterating the remark that if we will only leave 
everything to the cabinet all will be well, When pressed 
to give a programme he only says that they will treat the 
Kurds as themselves but that any one who makes a demand 
which conflicts with the existing structure of administra- 
tion should be prosecuted, 

I have told him that we do not want to interfere 
unduly but that we cannot be indifferent if we see the 
cabinet adopting a policy which we think will lead to 
trouble and may possibly result in an appeal for British 
forces, 

The cabinet is, I believe, reviewing the whole 
Kurdish policy and may come to a decision in a few days, 

I propose to interfere as little as possible for the 
moment, 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- K, Cornwallis, 


Major H.W, Young, C,M,G., D,S.0., 
Counsellor to His Excellency the 
High Commissioner for ‘Iraq, 


BAGEDAD,. 


COPY, jes 


SECRET & PERSONAL, 





MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR, 
D,O,Ne, S,A,491, 


BAGHDAD, the 6th July, 1930, 


The fact that no mention is made of Kurdish 
rights in the new treaty is, I suppose, sure to give 
rise to criticism and, at the least, to the submission 
of madhbatas and protests, I cannot say why the rights 
of the Kurds anc other minorities were not provided for 
in the treaty but I imagine - anc this is my personal 
and unofficial opinion - that H,B,M.G, expect the 
League of Nations to demand from the 'Irao Covernment 
before entry assurances which will be a sufficiently 
strong safeguard, 

Since there is no treaty provision, it is obviously 
incumbent on the 'Iraq Government to take such steps 
during the next two years as will satisfy the League 
anc the majority of the Kurds, ~ As you will remember, 
the measures necessary to satisfy legitimate Kurdish 
aspirations were discussed at great length last winter 
and my recommenécations to the Government (my memorandum 
No, C,1188 dated 3-4-30) represented the joint views 
of all of us, As they were agreed to by the High Commis- 
sioner I suppose they may also be taken as representing 
what H,B,1,G, consider should be done for the Kurds, 

The cabinet started off quite well by publishing 


a communique which promised a language law and a general 


policy 
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policy sympathetic to Kurdish aspirations but after that 
nothing happened except the premature issue of instructions 
making a knowledge of Kurdish and not race the test 
for appointments in the Kurdish areas, The establishment 
of a Kurdish education area has been held up owing to a 
dispute @s to whether it shoule be managed by a Mudir or 
an Inspector; the Assistant Director-General of Administra- 
tion and the Translation Bureau after a rest in Finance 
are now before Council and will, 1 hope, go through shortly; 
the question of the language of the Courts appears to be 
still with Justice, 

. As you will remember, our recommendations were 
designed to fulfil the promises which had been made to 
the Kurds and to remove certain legitimate grievances, 
At the same time it was decided that any demand outside 
our recommendations anc especially demands which would 
result in the separation of the Kurdish liwas from the 
rest of 'Iraq, were not reasonable and would be resisted, 

The cabinet now have an excellent opportunity 

of coming out into the open anc declaring a policy 
which will satisfy the moderate Kurds and take the wind 
out of the sails of the extremists, Whether they will 
do so, remains to be seen, It is almost incredible but 
some ministers appear to think that we are pursuing a 
crooked policy and that having agreed to a treaty which 
gives them complete independénce, we will try to destroy 
its effect by undermining the Kurds, Our recommendations, 


therefore, which were made entirely in their interests, 


are 


are looked upon with suspicion and may be rejected not 
because they are bad but because they were made by us. 

It is most unfortunate also that the information 
which comes to the ministers about the condition of 
affairs in the Kurdish liwas differs so radically from 
that which reaches us, We believe that the Kurdish liwas 
are bound to the 'Iraq Government by the slenderest ties 
of loyalty in spite of all our efforts to the contrary 
and that there is a grave danger of these ties being 
broken unless the 'Iraq Government adopts a more sympathetic 
and generous policy, Our recommendations are all based 
on this belief and are made to help the 'Iraq Covernment 
to avoid the manifestations of unrest which will inevitably 
show themselves if Government remains indifferent, The 
government, however, believes that the majority of Kurds 
are as content as the majority of Arabs in 'Iraq; that 
the so-called Kurdish movement is confined to a few 
hotheads - mostly M.Ps, - and that there will be no unrest 
in the Kurdish liwas unless it is fostered by us, 

You will readily realize the delicacy of the 
position which has been created by the distrust of the 
ministers and the necessity that you shoulé work in the 
closest cooperations with your Mutasarrif both to assist 
him and to prevent any misunderstanding of your attitude, 
The question of madhbatas is likely to become an awkward 
one, As I understand the situation, madhbatas are bound 
to be submitted, whatever you may say or do, unless the 
Government takes prompt action to reassure the Kurds, When 
they are submitted, it is more than likely that we shall be 
accused of having engineered them, I need hardly tell you. 
that as in the past you should have nothing to do with them, 


I have 


I have on previous occasions made ny attitude about 
them quite clear, They almost invariably contain 
demands which are unacceptable and their dissemination 
for signature causes unrest which if unchecked, may lead 
to a deterioration of public security, If any Kurds 
happen to ask your advice, you should make it quite 
clear to them that they are injuring Kurdish interests 
by making impossible demands and you should endeavour to 
dissuade them from submitting madhbatas of such a kind, 
In any case it will be very much better if the Kurds 
bring their grievances direct to the 'Iraq Government 
and they shoulc be encouraged to do s0, They are far 
more likely to get a sympathetic hearing than if they 
appeal to us to intervene, Reference to the League 
before they have had it out with the 'Iraq Covernment 
is entirely premature and carn do no one any good, 

I foresee a difficult situation in the Kurdish 
liwas unless we can come to a complete agreement here 
in Baghdad. To that all my efforts will be directed, 
The Minister has told me that all will be well if we will 
only leave it to the cabinet to settle with the Kurds, 
I shall be only too délighted to do so when he admits 
that there is a Kurdish question, It is natural to 
assume that the cabinet is as anxious as we are to reach 
a satisfactory settlement, My objects afe threefold; 
to help ‘Iraq enter the League; to see the Kurds contented; 
and to save you from any more of the abominable attacks 


which have been made on you during the last year, If the 


cabinet 


3. MG 


cabinet can attain these objects without our assistance, 
all the better, 

I have inserted this last para partly because 
I want you to understand exactly how the situation 


stands and partly because I am showing this memo to the 


minister, 


(Sd.) K, Cornwallis, 


Captain W,A,Lyon, O.B,E,, Adm, Inspector Mosul, 
” W.C.H, Alban, * id Suleimani, 
G,C,Kitehing Esqr,, 0,B,E, " * Arbil & Kirkuk Liwas, 
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PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner for 
Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Dated 2lat July 
(Received, Colonial Offices, 7.45 p.m, Zlet July, 1930). 
No. 343, 

Iraqi Minister at Angora has reported to his govoernnent that 
Turkish Aoting Foreign Minister has protested violently to him 
aweinst Iraq Government's conciliatory policy towerds Kurds. 

It was sugeseted by Towfiq Rusdi that Iraq Govermmmt were acting 
uider pressure from British Government who for sane reasagn unknom 
to them were inciting wmrest amongst Kurds in Turkey. He 
dsclared that any encouragement offered to Kurdish national 
aspirations by Iraq Government would be regerded by Turkey es 
en unfriendly act. Should projected tour take place I should 
propess subject to your aporoval to let it be known that any 
idea thet H.M.Government are encouraging or would ever 
encourage Kurdish natiomliem in order to embarrass Iraq 
Government or neighbouring governments of Turkey and Persie 
is entirely baseless. 

Addressed to Secretary of State for the Colonies evens 
No.343 repeated to Constantinople Telegram No.29. 


. 
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& PARAPHRASS TWLEGRAM from the Acting High Coanissioner for 

Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Dated 23rd July 

(Received, Colonial Office, 10.45 p.m., 23rd July, 1930). 

IMMEDI ATE. 
9 5 No.346. Your telegram No.274 of 22nd July. After disf@ssion 
with Cornwallia and Smith I agree with them so far as area 
education officer is concerned in strongly deprecating proposed 
compromise. Total difference in cost between establishments 
of area education officer and inspector would not exesed 120 
rupe6s a mouth end might bs brought down as low as 30 by domertic 
adjustments which are not, however, advocated. I sm informed 
that Nuri instructed Mutesarrif at Sulimaniyeh just before he 
} left to attempt to introduce Arabic instead of Kurdish as medium 


i Hy, 


of instruction in higher classes of full primary schools of 


‘fio 


which there are four. This proposal has completely failed. 14 
is not objectionable in itself but the fact that it wae put 
forward et thie juncture shows mors clearly than anything else 
how Nuri fails to realise the situation in Kurdish areas. Hie 
argument that number of schools in proposed Kurdish area does 


Art [yee 
Sy 


Sify 7o 
(2l C2G0)_. 


not warrant appointment of Education Officer is not an honest 
y argunent any more than the plea of financial stringency. It 
is true thet there would only be thirty echocis in area as 
compared with 75, 116 and 73 in Mosal, Baghded, and Basre 
respectively but inaccessibility of the srea and difficulty 


of 


b ha 


RT Eat 


lf 


of communication render control fran Headquarters much mora 
difficult and Smith has always argued that for the purpose of 
comparison figures of Kurdish echocls should be coubled. Please 
see my talegram No.343 which crossed yours under reply for 
possible effect on Turkish Government. 

Blection proceedings at Silsaimeni are at temporary 
standstill and the sooner Ja'far and I can ge round the better, 
but whet might have satisfied the Kurds three months ago is not 
so likely to satisfy them now, and I strongly urge that King 
Faisal and Nuri be presaed to accert in full the original 
recommendations made by Cornwallis and to put them into effect 
without delay. 


Paraphrase. Sir G. Clerk. (Cong taneinor leo, F F 
D.5.30 p.m. July 23rd. 1930. 
R.7.0. p.m. July 23rd, 1930. 
No. 52. 


Addressed to Foreign Office No. 52; repeated to 
Bagdad. 

Bagdad No. 343 to Colonial Office. 

I think that either the Iraq Minister took the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs too seriously or the 
latter spoke in a moment of irritation without 
reflexion. I have just seen His Excellency who 
repeated his belief in our good faith (my despatch 
No. 273) and again claimed credit for damping down 
Turkish press. 

This claim may not be altogether borne out by 
innuendoes which continue to appear in Turkish 
papers but I donot take Tewfik Rushdi's reported 
language to Iraq Minister very seriously. 


18315/30. 


1 26/7. 
x Sir Senne 


Sane saligaet @ 


x Secretary of 
State 28/7. 


(No.33.) 


Copies to 
F.0.& A.M.1ff. 
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PARAPHRAUE TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to the High Commissioner of Iraq. 

Sent 8.0.p.m.28th July,1930. 
No.280. 
Important. 

Your telegram No.346. Humphrys has bad a long .. 
converpation the subject of the Kurds with King Faisal 
and Nuri. They hold the following very strong views on 
this question. 
(1) They have come to London to disouss oil, reilways, 
and other financial questions and are 2ut of touch with 
developments in Iraqi political situation - accounts of 
which are conflicting. 
(2) They feel that if a serious situation has really arisen 
in Kurdistan it will not be cured by altering status of 
area education officer from inspector to Mudir and opening 
of two full secondary schools. 
(3) Until they have had the opportunity of studying the 
situation on the spot they are strongly opposed to grant 
of any concessions to Kurds in addition to those approved 
by cabinet before Nuri left for Europe. 
(4) They are unwilling to be rushed at this stage into 
granting concessions you suggest because (a) they fear that. 
cabinet will resign (b) they are convinced that such an 
attitude would only lead to demand for further concession. 
(c) The strong representations from Turks and Persians 

which 


(No.29) 


/S8 , 


which they have received suggest caution in dealing with 
Kurdish question. They admit that question of expense is 
not an important factor, and state that they are determined 
to carry out their pledges to the League in full and to 
prove to the Kurds that they are being given equal treatment 
with other Iraqis - Humphrys thinks that it will not be 
possible at any rate before Nuri returns to Baghdad and 
studies situation on the spot to move them from this 
attitude. Nuri states that he will return sometime in 
August. : 

I realise that there is little prospect in view of the 
attitude of King Faisal and Nuri Pasha explained above of 
your obtaining full satisfaction from the Iraq Government in 
regard to the two points at issue wmtil Nuri himself returns 
to Baghdad. You may not think it desirable in the circun- 
stances to accompany the Acting Prime Minister on his tour 
of the Kurdish districts since this would identify His 
Majesty's Government with any announcement that he might 
make then with regard to the Kurdish policy of the Iraq 
Govermment; but I am content to leave the decision in this 
matter to your discretion. Should you decide to accompany 
Jaftar Pasha I agree that, as suggested in your telegram 
No.343, you: hould take the opportunity to let it be knom 
that any idea that His Majesty's Goverment are encouraging 
or would ever encourage Kurdish nationalism in order to 
embarrass the Iraq Government or neighbouring Governments of 
Turkey and Persia is entirely baseless. 





PARAPHRASE 
TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq to 


/ the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

% Dated 2nd August. 
(Received, Colonial Office, 11.55 p.m., 2nd August, 1930). 
IMPORTANT, 
Addressed to Searetary of State forthe Colonies No.360 
Repeated to Constantinople No.276 Tehran No.57. 

Your telegram No.280, SS 
Have reached complete agreement with the Cahinet 

and advisers regarding announcements to be made in Kurdish 
district for which we are starting on Friday August 8th. 
Agreed speeches are to be made by Jafar and myself, which 
will be published simultaneously in Beghdad. In view, 
of possible interest in our proceedings which may be taken 
at Geneva ead ad, jn I ge ig Bcc I telegraph for 
prior seared & sunmary/or is this umecessary? Both 
emphasize the evils of ssparatiam, declare that after 
admission of Iraq. to League of Nations Iraq Government 
will continue to implement past promises to Kurds and to fulfil 
the past requirements of the League, ani lay stress on complete 
agreement in these matters between British and Iraq 
Govermuents. 


Fe _ 
mr. Hall 5/ at once. se 


Mp 


/ as Paraphrase Telegram from the Secretary of State for 
Act 


“copies to 7.0. the Colonies to the/iigh Commissioner for Iraq. 
AM. Lff 
and re-circulate to me (Sent 12-45 p.m. Sth August, 1930.) 
as soon as possible. 


-H. 





Immediate. No. 291. Reference your telegram No. 360 
of 2nd amguet. Kurdish policy. I should be glad if 
_you would furnish me by telegraph with a brief 

summary of the proposed speeches. 





4 
[SE 
PARAPHRASE TELSGRAM from the doting High Comissioner for Iraq 
< to the Seoretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated Sth August. 
(Received, Colonial Office, 10.28 p.m., Sth Auguet, 1930). 





owen 


IMMEDI ATE. 

ut No. 363. Reference your telegram No.291 dated the 5th August. 

uf My telegrams Nos.264 and 365 contein a smumary of Jafar Pasha's 

ud speech anc of mine. The Council of Ministers teve passed the 
draft lengcuage law for ultimate submission to Parliament in 
form approved by me but they prefer that it should not be 
published until Nuri's return. They are however willing to 
explein its provisions if requested to do ao by the Kurds 
and agree that I should do the same. It would be helpful if 
King Feieal or Nuri Peeha would signify by telegraph approval 
of the measures taken in response to the telegram vhich Ali aent 
some days ago and also of the procedure generally sincs, although 
they are quite ready to take the responsibility, Ali and Jafar 
are naturally rather shaker: by King Faisal’s silence which has 
had the effect of encouraging the Yasin faction to create 
difficulties. I hope thet Faisal, if he is consulted, will be 
told that ws have menaged to reach manimity here on a really 
urgent and difficult matter and that he would be very ill advi sed 


to intervene. 





@ TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq to the 
: Secretary of State.for the Colonies. ss 
. Dated 6th August.. 
(Received, Colonial Office, 3.5 a.m., 6th August, 1930). 
_ IMMEDI ATE. No.364, 
Addressed to the Secretary of State for the Golenies Repeated to 
-. Qonstantinople No.279 Tehran Wo.58. Acting Prine Minister's Speech. 
Sumary. Begins, Wish to explain the friendly policy. which the , 


Iraq Government, will pursue to implement the promise toour brothers 
the Kurds. Have seen protest against omission of reference to the 


Kurds in the Treaty. Without enquiring into their origin, I declare 
that the Government are firmly resolved to carry out their’ pledge 

not only before but also after 1932. At the same time they ere 
determined to discountenanse any movement which is directed either 
ageinat Iraq unity or against friendly relations with neighbours 
Turkey and Persia... We welcome the progress ofall sons of Iraq 
without distinction between Arabs end Kurds, In this spirit we have 
stepped forward and shown our readiness et each stage starting with 
announcement as soon as we took office that we were drafting Language 
Lew. This is now done and we shall subunit to Parliament at the 

first opportunity. Meanwhile instructions issued to Departments 
eoncerned to proceed as far as possible in the spirit of the draft 
Lew in judiciel, aduinistrative, and educational matters. Have 
appointed Assistant Director of the Interior with Kurdish Translation 
Bureau and special Inspeator(s) of Schools 4m Kurdiah area(s). Steps 
aleo taken to provide Police Officials with knowledge of Kurdish. 


- I thank the Acting High Commissioner for coming to show that the two 
Governments are in full agreement and thet you should not be deceived - 
by irresponsible persons blind to the real welfare of the Kurdish 
Es ea of King Peisal and of the Iraq State. I invite him to speak, 





ra 
TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq to the 
6 Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated Sth August 
(Received, Colonial Office, 12.55 a.m., 6th Augast, 1930). 





IMMEDIATE. No.365. 

fddressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Repertad to 
Conatentinople No.280. Tehran No.59. My Speech. Summary. Boginis: 
Am accompanying the Acting Prime Minister et the request of ths lrey 
Government to show thet the Britieh and Iraq Goverments are not 
pursuing separate policies. Twenty five years Treaty just concluted 
sheuld ba enough to show this. I see you have besn protesting that no 
mentioned of Kurds in the Treaty, Reason as explained by the Acting 
Prime Minister that both Goverment felt it unnecessary in view of she 
policy just outlined. You will have realized that the Iraq Govsrnmmant 
appreciateextent to which as enlightened Goverment they recognise 
Kurdish to be your mother tongue. No question of Kurdish child 
taking first lesson or Kurd defending himself in the Court in 
langnage not understood, Similar administrative measures showjlat 
the Iraq Goverment make no di ‘tinction between King Feisal's Arab und 
Kurdish subjects. So far as H. B.MGoverment are concerned their only 
object to secure catablishment of independent Irac member with them 
of the League of Natione. They will not camtenancs any movemsnt such 
as Kurdish separatiem which appears to them inconsistent with this 
policy. Nothing could be further fram thse truth than irresponsible 
statement that it is the deliberate policy of H.M.Goverment to 
encourags Kurdish netionaliam to the embarrasement of the Iraq Govern- 


ment or her friendly neighbours Persia and Turkey and anyone enti ci- 
peting British support for such policy profoundly mistaken. Both 
British and Iraq Governments wish to see peaceful development of 
United Iraq in which all elements set before themselves as most 
importeat aim that they should be geod Iraqis. Ends, 


“a 


lr, Hall 6/8. $35 


Sir G. Grindie 6 at once, 
(subject to sir F, ag concurrence) / ST] 


r FH, concur 
78315/30, PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the seatotaty oe. tate for the Colonies 
Iraq to the Acting High Commissioner of Iraq. 
y “ (Sent 8.0.p.m. 6th August, 1930, ) 


& eee 
IMMEDIATE. No, 293. 


Reference your telegrams Nos, 363, 364 and 365 of the 
Sth of August Kurdish policy. 1 approve the proposed speeches 
as summarised in your telegrams No. 364 and No, 365 but I 
shouldbe glad of the insertion of the following phrase if 
(49) possible after the sentence in telegram No, 365 ending with the 
words “Keague of Nations", Phrase begins “they are confident 
that the Iraq Government will give full effect to the pledges 
relating to the Kurds which have been given to the League of 
7 Nations on their behalf by H.M, Government; but they will not 
countenance" ends, | 
Sir F, Humphrys has asked King Faisal to send a telegram 
to King Ali on the lines suggested in your telegram No, 363. 
I desire to congratulate you most heartily on your having 
achieved unanimity with the Iraq Government on this difficult 
and important question, 


Copy to F.0, and 1,0, 





: are ~ 
ENCLOSine TO DespaTon_ tend FROM a 
b "HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED. gine 
-* " Qgptgeontig) and Yory Urgent. 4é 
L He, 2079, Office of the Council of og 
Baghdad, 17th July, 1930. 





Dear Major Young, 


I forward to Your Bxeellency herewith the principles 


eet. forth in the resolutions of today's meeting of the 
Cewneil of Ministers. As these principles agree with the 
Feport of the Adviser to the Ministry of Interior, 1 request 
that you will fix e date for we to proceed together to the 
Kurdish 4istricts accompanied by the Ministers of Interior 
and Justice. 

Yours sincerely, 


(84.) Ja'far al-'Askar 


Hie Excellensy Major H.¥. Young, €.M.0., D.8.0., 
Hie Britannic Majesty's Acting High Commissioner for ‘Irfq, 


Baghdad, 
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& Prececdings ef the Ceuneil ef Ministers meeting 
held en Thuraday the 17th ef July, 1936. 


The Ceunsil ef Ministers met om Thuraday the 17th 
ef July, 1930, at 9.30 a.m., at the Sesretariat ef the 
Council of Ministers, under the preszidenay ef H.E. Ja'far 
Pasha al ‘askari, Aating Prime Minister, Acting Minister 
for Yeweign Affairs and Minister ef Defence. The fellewing 
attended the mecting:- 

H.R. Jam§l Beg al-Madfa'{, Minister ef Interier. 

H.R. *AQ4 Jawdat Beg, Minister ef Finanes. 

H.B. Jamal Beg Baban, Minister ef Justice. 

H.R. Jamil Paghe ar~Rawi, Minister ef Cqmmns. & Werks. 


Fee ee nininter ot teetbation nak pur ef Edvestion and 


There’ was read out Ministry of the Interior letter 
Ne. 111 dated 5/7th April, 1950, enclosing sepy ef report by 
the sduiser te the Ministry of Interiar dealing with the 
attitude of the Kuris and the measures te be adapted fer 
renedying ths Kerdish question, and, after deliberation on 
the wudjest, the Council ef Ministers resolved as fellews:- 

(a) fe upheld the agtion already taken by the 
minketay ef Rdvention in inelading in ite budget the requind 
allotments fer the creation ef a post ef Aren Inepecter of 
Réusation "in" (for ?) the ligne of Sulaiman and Arbil and 
soak qadhan in the Kivkuk Live wiere the Kurds constitute a 
majority of the population. 

(») Te approve the preopesal of EE. the Minister ef 
Interier fer the appeintnent of an Assiotent Direster of 
Interior pesseesing export knowledge of the affairs ef the 

northern 


(SO 


2 
northern lives, with twe translators attaghed te hin. 

(@) Te approve the measures adopted by the Ministry 
ef Interior fer the training ef gatetted Police Inspectors 
and Officers with a goed knowledge ef the Kurdish language. 

(4) Te appreve of the Kurdish language and net rase 
Deing made a fundammtal condition of exployment, upon the 
iaeue ef a Language Law. 

(@) Te appreve ef the principle that the trial of 
Kurds bu Kurdish legalities ef the Northern Liwas should 
be sendusted in their lecal languages the Ministry ef 
Jastine te consider the adephion of necessary measures for 
giving effort, te this prinsiple. sin 

(2) the question of the extablistment ef sesqudary 
acheola and ef the inerense of Tell sesendary amtesis 12 
avoid and Selaimani and the inarenne of primary seheols 
ig subject te (reguiaked by T) the general edusation 
prograune whish "ineludes" (provides fer ?) apeneral fair 
distribution of stheols among all parte of ‘Iraq. 

(g) aw already declared by ‘Iraq Geverment 
authorities, the two staxg in the ‘Iraqi fing are ayubelio 
of the Arad and Kurdish rages, the two main vases of '‘Iraq,| 

the meeting was adjourned at 12 xeon. 
\% 


b. 


ox 
oa 


(sd.) Kavim Baffi, 
fer Searctary te the Soweil of Kinisters.. 


MI. 





guanine plaints reper Ne the Seoretary League of uations y 

| ieinera, Fepested sopy to secretary of golonies, Tendon, gngland 
Ne, pnd t6 Wigh pomniseioner and prime Minister, Baghdad and wutase- 
pap | Grit ana Administrative Inspector, gulainant. 
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i ; — perdtary League of wattens, a 

: S_E_BE Yt \ 

Im order to maintain. a. sound ana permanent brotherhood 

"| otween: arabs and Kurds the latter on 611 occastionand eversince 

oy acoepted to live witht traq ) have demanded fulfilment of 

their national Fights whi ch were aguitted by League of yations but 
in ne case these were enforced. In comexion with the new treaty 
we demanded gutenenous Regine from arabs regretably it was unders- 
toed that. “the aduinstrative and executive officials of xuras dist= 
~riote-aafority of shen are. arabs began to press and ‘tntimicate the 
gurds: ‘2 as to dieclein their Logitinate rights, Gathering from 

; behaviour of effi ciale of -arab govt. at a tine. when mandate still 
éziets we sroula think that the present aduini stration will be 
worser than that of ‘qurke if mandate is ended. ‘The trestment of 
arab officials ig in no way better than the actions of Turks against 

. ards, in ‘past ond presents which resulted in host1lityand eternal 
separation of marae from then, In View ef the facts nentionea 
above’ the: final. ana definite decision of Kurds 18 to demand formatee 
~1on. of a yuraion. govt, under wap erviston or League of ‘Nations, 
nee ausivtence and retlisation: ¢f tir sage ai 


} é asm vos menen, - somn te noe. guaikh Qadir maria. 
Ramat sete. oo vou wines vaste, wane salih Beg. -reica Be | 
‘ieee’ medrese ae Pmt pasta, wana eff, pfejt maid. azna 
: “wetie ensnas. 
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* ADMINISTRATION OF BRITISH INDIA. 
° ADMINISTRATION DE L'INDE BRITANNIQUE. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 
AVIS DE RECEPTION 











of a letter insured for sa 
dune lettre avec valeur déclarée de 

entered at the office 
of aregistered article ( en registré aubureau 
ge, objet recommandé ( aa aria 






















ane under No. __¢ 27 “z 


that an insured letter 





to the address mentioned 
Le soussigné.géclare ; + A a l'adresse mentionnée 


= — See that a registered article 








Se oe ad eis qu’un objet recommandé 
a Stamp b¥ dive office and ‘originating from 
Timbre a ~ —.. et ppoyenant de a été diment 
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é 










Signature (3) 

Signature 
of the addressee. of the head of the delivering office. 
du destinataire. du chef du bureau distributeur. 


(1) Nature of article letter, 
Nature de l'objet (lettre, Zchantilion, 


__ pepe ued au méme bureau. 









ae peg eer signed the addressee or, if the regulations of the country of 
m4 eee at shou then be placed in an envelope ad forweate 
‘of posting of the article to which it wl 
par le destinataire du. si les reglements du pays de destination le comportent, 
par le chef du profi ateur, pais ne ee oe 
Pareaucd'origine de objet qu'il concerne, 









SGPS...659. 1086...10,000...28-11-25. 


ay 
< \ : 48 
E Ne \ of Paes 
REM cit a ANOLOSURE To pespaTon Lew” eros, 57 
\ og © SaAIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED def 4/0 MWS 


- 


. | a the Retdeney, 
seorree /6S5 aagntat, aares 25 sary, 1990. 


my Gear Petwe Binieter, 

1 wadevetené that Rauf Bey Ghadirehi seported 
sooentiy that Ceufiq muchds Dey had expressed in strong 
femme the digpleasure of the Turxish Government at the 
polley afepted im ‘iraq towards the Murés, ant hed 
maggented that the ‘izaq Gevemment were asting wader 
Byitien presaare in thie matter. 

As 80 would be unfortumete if the turxian 
Govemment were te Deldeve that the policy of the ‘Iraq 
Gevermncn’t towards the tasis wes inimical te murdich | 
smherenta, 1 telegraphed the gist of this vepert te siz 
George Clerk, Tee Antter hap Feplied tat either 
Ranf Bey took Taufiq Bay too seriously er Taufiq Bey 
ageke im o mement of irritation without due feflecticn. 

Te qpnvereation with himeclf Deufie Bay hed spoken very 
aifteventiy set eleimed te have cheeked the publication 
én the Turkich proce of auggestions that the Musée is 
Tarey were veeetving enevaragepent fren here. 

Toure ateverely, 

(Sgd.) Hubert Young. 


6) 





ny 
bf ‘ tie BO) DESPATCH deen" f £5 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED. If 4/30 Vif 
REOEIVED CO AGL 

-gauc isos! 
OFFICE\ 






Peay sdéulich Bffensh, 

Whe coasliemey the \eting High Cousiesioner 
hes som the vesslation of the Council of iinteters 
at the meeting Bebé on the AMG July om Me oubjesd 
ef the attdtads of the munée and the measures te be 
ategted for dealing wite the Murdich qention, wt 
hes the following coments te offer, 

(0) Bhs aueeliensy fecla that the tre 
important pointe with vagard te the pueyeces education 
asen are Sivwtiy Mat the aves Steels should be 
constituted and defined ané sesondly that the primsiple 
of eqality of treatuent between the new aren and 
eutoting arene, waish was accepted by Kis dzcellenay 
Bari vashe &% Wee Gontaranes eld 23 Yaa denhdemey 
on the day befere he Lert Daghtet, eheuld be emplisitiy 
ateeptet. if the 'Ireq Goverment are net prepared 
06 aecept Ge vasgmencation of the Advisers te the 
Mintowies of Interier ant idvention that the charge 
of ths sev ston thems be pissed in the bende of 6 
mudte, 10 Ghenlé of Least be made ehear that the 
aqpsiatecat of an inepenter ia whe Tired plaes is 6 
tentative asomure ond teat the Prine iteteter wild 
We prepared te go inte the question pesoemaliy when 

‘oe 


we 
he Peturne te *irag. 

(b) Mie Sueelleney assumes that the Assistant 
Darecter ef the Interier and hie two trasslaters 
WALl Reve bean astually appointed before the Prine 
uiaister and hia Gelleagues leave Baghded fer the 
mavéich districts, an: would be glad of cenfimation 
of thle asmmption. 

(e) H8@ smeellemey would be gled te knew 
whether the Prine Minister prepeses te make any 
ammosntesmt as te the sunber of police inepesters 
and efffieera with a knesiedge ef the Kurdish language 
whe have algeaty beam selected for apesial training, 
or ef the approximate munber that the ‘iraq Gover 
ment prepese te eelest in Suture, 

(4) 3f any annvumgenent fe te be made om this 
@abjeet, Kis ineelleney in etrengiy of epinion that 
4% ahowld take the fons ef an wadertaxing that if ne 
individual of Mupdish vase ie evailadie for any 
Qpesifies goverment appsintwent, the post will only 
we f8lle€ by an individual who hes auffietent meee 
Ledge of Rurdiah im aecesdance with the proviciens 
ef the prepeced Lasguage Lav. 

(e) Bie tuselleney trusts thet me tine wild 
ve lost im deekding upen the ecosenry neasuren for 
giving effest te the proviciens cetiined in this 
peselutions 

(f) Mie meslicnsy motes with egret that the 
yeseementations of the Adviser te the iiinistzy of the 

cateraer 


On of 
LYE 


jt 
Interior tm veapest of the catedligment ef full 
sesendery echools at falaineni and svbil have not 
been ascepted by the Gadinet. Hie teellensy 
waleretends thet the eetablisioent of teed tae 
ashoole would invelve am additional yearly 
@xpentitare ef net neve than fe.12,000, und he 
feels stremgly that the 'I7aq Cevemment aight 
well wetertake te iueur this cempavatively mall 
expenditure ae coon ag the muuber of pupile in 
either of the tee places seferred te warrants it. 
(a) Be euamente. 
Yours sieecerciy, 


(Sed) RS. As. Sturges. 


DOD Meee SC the 


cl A 


Copy teste 
ie Sageetrar 86 the Seneneh of egueEnE, 


ite Te 


Copdisentiah sed jumediats. 
weo¥0_/ 6) the Residency, 
Baghdad, dated | Jaly, 1930. 


ay ¢eee Je*far Pasha, 

i am Vory uush obliged fer yeur Letter 
Be. 2070 of July 17th, enclosing the resolutions 
ef the Goumeil ef Kinisters on the Durdigh qpesticn. 
I om sending ny effieial eoucente te the Palese and 
qnelese a cagy for Your usecllency's informatics. 

I should be very grateful 4f Your tnseliensy 
Would send me a draft ef the enucuncerent whish, after 
eoneidering ay official seuments, you would nsw pre- 
peee te wake in the murdigh Cistricte, and in order 
that i may Be in o position te dvaft the anneuneerent 
whieh Your iueelleney auggested this morning that I 
eheulé make at the same tine. 

Youre sineorely, 


( Syd.) user youny. 


54. 
JMO 
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PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Cemmissioner of 
Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Dated llth Auguet, 1930. 

(Received Colonial Office 10.50 a.m. ith dugust, 1930) 
Immediate. 
No. $71, 

Petitions from Kurdish Notables addressed to the 
League ef Nations have been received by me. See 

The Secretariat of the League of Netions returned/te 
the Petitioners with ths request that they should be 
forwarded through the iatermediary of the Mandatory Power. 
I now propose to inform the Petitioners that I am unable to 
forward them unless they are received througn tis 
intermediary of the Government of Iraq. May I have your 
authority to say ‘his? I should be glad if you will reply 
. before I leave Kurdish Area to-morrow. Please telegraph 


Baghdad. End o% Messace. ( 
ih 


a ac 
i 


ae | 
~ a 11/8. ALS 
ir, Held 11/8 7 


Sir G. Grindle 11 at once. 


® 
78315/30. 


© paramimage TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies te the Acting High Commiegsioner of Iraq. 
{Sent 7.10 pom. lith August, 1930) 


Immediate. eae 
No, 299. 
Reference your telegram No. 371 of LIth August 
regarding Kurdish petitiong. 
| We cennot insist that petitions aheifid be submitted 
through Eraq Government es Iraq Government have no sbetus 
vised-vis the League of Nations in this matter. I consider 
that in any case the better course is that you ehould 
reseive the petitions and forvard them te me, and at thes 
same time invite the observations of the Iraq Government 
informing the petitioners that you vrepose te do go, It 
should be considered whether it may be degirable net tea 
cormunticats the nemes of the petitionere from the Trag 
Government. 
I have recsived from signatorissa a copy of telegram 
(55imat © 26th July addressed to the Secretary League of Nations, 
which was signed by Azmi Beg Saban and other. 


Copy of paraphrase tngefter. under reference to 


6G Ue L.F.F. infn. 





PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner for 
ITrag to the Secretary of State for the Colenies. 
Dated 13th August. 
(Received, Colonial Office, 10.30 p.m., 13th August, 1930). 
Sitcdaces be 
No.373, Reference your telegram No.299 of the llth of August 
T heve just returned from the Kurdish area. Official amouncements 
75 were meade at Kirkuk Arbil Sujimaniyeh in the tems of the enclosures 
Ne iy to my eeyen th Seaee the 6th of August Seoret A ee modified by your 
telegram No.292 of 6th Auguet. It is yet too early to predict the 


result cf the tour but all idea of separetion from Tra We. 


¥ 


disclaimed by representative gatherings at Arbil and Kerkuk. On 
the other hend « unanimous request, was made at ileinent for the 
indeperderoe under British Mendate of Kurdi iteanen Wakscotiitnent 
wes expressed ot the programme of the Government. of Ireq whicr ras 
regerded as inconsistent with the. undertakings given to League of 
Netions. I pointed out that the British Goverment, would not. be 
likely te suppert publicly a policy which was inconsistent, with 
their orm pledges and suggeeted thet reault of petition to League 
cf Hetiona should be awaited. I am inviting the Iraq Government's 
commenta as directed in your telegram No.299 on the telegrathic 


S petition cated July 26th which has now heen subnitted direct ta me 


Ne 
— 


for tranmniseion to the League. The names of the signatories heve 
Arveor suppransed. I am trying to arrange thet the Gevernment of Iraq 
/ shal) preaent in reply a reasoned statement oo Kurdiah policy 
‘ wit 
\ ) yA : ’| 
v ‘ . 
yu? he NV rd 


Ne 
VM! 
ik uh ( qn 

wt 


(nr). 
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with which will be enclosed the text of the Iraq Government's 
announcement and of the draft Language Law. In this communication 
the Government of Iraq will emphasise that they propose to continue 
the same policy after 1932 and will suggest that the League be 
requested to give a definite ruling whether it satisfies the 
requirements of the League or not. 

I. suggest that in forwarding the petition to League of 
Nations H.M.Government should support the view of the Government 
of Iraq endlosing oopy of British amouncement, and should endorse 
the Iraq Government's request that a definite ruling may be given. 
It is clearly impossible that the Iraq Govermment should be 
subjected to a continuance of these petitions indefinitely. 

I am very grateful for the expression of confidence 


‘contained in your telegram No.293 and should be glad to learn 


(b3 | whether the procedure indioated above is generally approved. 


1/30 


we,2300, Office ef the Counoll of Ministers, 
Baghdad, éuted Sth August, 1950, 





ENCLOSURE TO DEBPATCH__Seexe4# ~ gRom 
|. HIGH CONMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED 6/9/30 


ft 


at 
Dear Majer Young, ; 

| I forward to Your Excellency the enalesed scopy of a 
etetenent which the Council of Ministers han adepted to be 
read by me in Kuréistan, 

3 alse enclese copy ef a draft Lecal Languages Law 
Walch the Council of Ministers has also approved at the same 
meeting, which was nelé yesterday evening at my residence, 

I request Your Rmcellency te approve ef the statement 
adopted by the Council in erder te save tine, 

Please accept etc., 

Youre sinoerely, 
(84.) Jatfar al-'Askari, 


4.8, Mejer 4, Young, © Mg9,. D,5,0,, 


8,3.N*s Aoting High Cound caiener for ‘Iraq, 
Baghdad, 


/ 3/ 


X have the heneur to make the fellewing statement 
ef the friendly poliey which the ' Iraq Government propose 
to pursue in view of their promises to our sempatriots 
and brethren the Kurds who constitute an important element 
im the bedy pelitie ef the Kingdem of ' Iraq, 3 have seen 
the telegrams and petitions submitted by certain individuals 
containing protests against the omiesion of al) reference 
to the Kurdish question in the treaty whieh was reeently 
signed, 

Without enquiring into the reasons and motives 
whieh have led te the submission ef these protests, 1 
declare to you that the ‘Iraq Government are firmly 
veselved to take inte due sensideration the premises 
whieh have already been given by them with the ebject ef 
satisfying the aspirations ef our Kurdish brethren, and 
which they prepese to set upon mot only up to 1938 but 
also after that date, 

While most anxious te maintain the poliey outlined 
abeve, at the same time, the Government ef His Majesty 
King Faisal are determined to suppress any tendeney 
whatever whieh is divested agninest the unity ef the ‘Iraq 
State or enleulated te cloud the atmosphere or affeet 
the neighbourly relations between them and the two friendly 
Geverneents of Turkey ané Persia, 

‘The 'Ivag Government alec welcome with great 
pleneure ahd without diserimination between Kurds ané 
Arabs the progress ef all sons of the country provided 
that 'Ivaqi mity is preserved, It is im this spirit 


that 
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¢ghat the ‘Iraq Government have stepped forward at every 
etage and have shown their readiness in this behalf, 
30 is well known that when we teek upen our shoulders 
the responsibility for the administration ef affairs, we 
made a public declaration in which we announced our 

and put it into application in 
Feafiness te dévaft a Kurdish language lew fax localities 
aimhabited by Kurdish majorities, We have now eoupleted 
the drafting ef this lew end we shall in any case 
submit it to Parliament at its forthcoming session, 
Meanmvhile we have issued exders requiring the departments 
concerned to pursue as far as possible a policy consistent 
with the spirit of the preeedure contemplated in the said 
@faft in regard te judisial, administrative and edusational 
matters, The Severnment have alse appeinted an assistant 
to the Direstor of the Inferior, with expert knowledge 
ef the affairs ef the Kurds in the northern liwas, and 
have establiched a Translation Bureau whese special duty 
it will be to deal with nti te have also 
appointed an Inspeeter ef Edusation generally so inspect 
the seheols in Sulaimani lies and the Kurdish schools 
* im the Avbil and Kirkuk liwas, The Government have 
taken the nesessary steps to provide gazetted inapesters 
and offigers ef police with mewledge ef the Kurdish 
language to be exployed in Kurdish places, 

x eamnet conclude ny revarke without expressing 
my thanks to His Busellensy the Asting Nigh Commissioner 
fer accompanying us om this tour, ané I seize this 
oppertunity to invite His Rupeliensy to express to you 
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the views of His Britannic Majesty's Government in 
this cennection, in erder that you may be fully 
informed of these matters and not be deceived by the 
uttervanses of persons who are blind to the reali 
welfare of the Kurdish subjects of His Majesty King 
Paisal and of the ‘Iraq State, and in order that you 
should feel certain that we are in full agreement 
over the policy which I have just anneunced to you, 


ENCLOSURE TO DESPATCH__. Sceved 


/D4 
SEOQRET. The Residency, 
deka tel Baghdad, / afore 1930. 


a FROM 





: HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED. 6740 
LIP 4 


My dear Prine Hinister, 


T am only waiting to send ay final 
coments on the Cabinet resolution dealing with the 
Kurdish eituetion, which did not reech me until 
this morning, until I have cleanup two points 
about the Language Law and the use of Kurd iah as 


an official language. I do not anticipate that 


I shall have any coments to offer except: poseibly 
with regard to these two points. At the sume time 
I wish to make it quite clear that in my opinion it 
would be very unwise for Your Exvellenty to make the 
draft statement in the actual words in which it is 
drafted. | what it seeme to me is required isa 


-spesoh of about the name length as the draft speech 


which I enclose herewith. It seems to me that. 
the preper line for us both to take in our speeches 
is that the reason why it was unnecessary to make 
any wention of the Kurdish question in the treaty 
which hae just been signed, was that both goverment 
are entirely agreed upon the Kurdish policy of the. - 
"Traq Government, which will not only new, until — 
1932, but equally after 1932 follow the lines of the 
undertakings given to the League of Nations and the | 


Ti 
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o 2% 
promises given by the late Sir ‘Abdul Yuhsin te the — 
Kurde themselves. The governing principle is 
that any tendency towards separation sheuld be dis- 
couragal in the best interests both of the ‘Iraq 
State as a'whole and of the Kurds in particular. 

T feel that Your Emellency's speech eught 
te start with a few words explaining why you have 
theught it desirable te tour in the Kurdish districts 
and what the general policy of the ‘Iraq Government 

“is to be not only in the near, but also in the distant 
future. It should go on to say that the ‘Iraq 
Government are quite prepared to sympathies with ani 
encourage any legitinate Kurdish movement within ‘Iraq 
provided that there is no question of it beving a 
separatist teniency. It is with thie in view that 
the late Sir ‘Abdul Muhsin wade his promises to the 
Kurds which the ‘Iraq Government are doing their best 
to carry out. Your Excellency aight then proceed 
te detail the various steps which are defined in the 
Gabinet resolution, after which it would, I think, be 
euitable if Your Excellency explained thy! 1 had been 
asked to aecompany you, i.e. im order to show that our 
two goverrments think alike in these matters. Your 
Expellency might perhaps finish up by saying that you 
now propose to invite me to say a few words after 
which you would be ready and willing to discuss with 
those present any pointe which they might like to 
bring forward whether in regard to the statement Your 
Bupellency had just made or to any other related 
queations. 

1 is | 


His bast oy | 


sitet othe Couns tt of Viniaters, é 


fe eee. 


It ie on the assumption that Your Exellency 
ie going to make a speech of this kind that J have 
prepared the draft which I enclose herewith and upon 
which I should be very grateful for any coments or 
suggestions. I feel that it is of the greatest 
importance that these speeches should be correctly 
translated into Kurdish before we start. I sheuld 
propose, if Your Excellency sees no objection, that 
Arabic and English copies should aleo be prepared 
and left in Baghdad for publication on some agreed 
date, presumably the dey after we have our first 
meeting at Kirkuk. If Your “xcellency agrees 
generally, I should be very grateful if I might een a 
draft of the speech which Your *xcellency proposes to 
wake and be given an opportunity to make suggestions 
about it before it is finally translated. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) Hubert Young 





WF 


I have eome round with His 
Suselletey the acting Prine Xinister 
at the yequcet of the ‘Iraq Govern 
ment in order 0@ make &t quite clear | 
te auybedy whe has any doubt on the 
Gudject that thet.is no question of 
the British and ‘iraq Governnents 
pariuing separate policies in any 
part of tivaq, A treaty has just 
been signed whieh binds the two 
countries, together in a clese alliance 
for the next 26 years. This alone 
showld be enough to show that there 
4g we difference between them on any 
feportant questian, 1 ses that 
gene of you have bean protesting 
#0 the British Gevernnent and the 
Teague of Nations because there is 
wp mention of Kurdistan in the new 
treaty. Ag Hie 2xeelloney the 
Aating Prime Minister has explained, 
the reason for thie was that both 
govemments feds it to be quite 
waneoeanazy in view of the fact that 
Wie "1req Geverment has decided 

ad K nour tnd 

to Soules, inthe Tature the ome 
peliey auuthah which be has just 
@utlined to you. 

Pron what life sxcelleney the | 

| ae acting | 


ap 


Agting Prine uiniater has just said 
to you, you will vealise that the 
‘Iraq Government fully appregiate 
the extent to whieh they axe bound 
a8 an ehlightened goverment to 
Teeegnise the faet that, fer an 
duportant part of ‘iraq, murdish 
and not Arabic is the mether language. 
Taere is ne question of s kurdish 
ehild weing compelled to take his 
firet Lesseens in any. other iangusge 
than his mother tongue or of any curd 
having te defend himself or heer his 
ene trict in court in 2 language 
which he docs ot untervtand, 
Stutariy, the sppeinmment of Nardin: 
epeaking officials in various branches 
of the edministration at headquarters 
‘that the ‘iraq Goverment are ready 
and willing to wake me distinetion 
Nt aibjecte of tie Xajesty King 
Vaisel. 8» far oe the British 
Ceverment 10 eonsermed, their eniy 
smronens tn te somuay the entahlien- | 
nent of 0 free and independent "1724 
State, deuna WE then by tise of | 
gratitude and cbiigation, and menbers | 
with thes ef the League of Hationa, 
They will give me countenanes uhatev 7 
epee mene Sey 5 


oy | 


Ka 
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to ve ineensistent with this peliey, 
eush ag tendency towards Kurdish 
separation. I have seon it 
muggested in certain irresponsible 
quarters that it ic the defideret 
poligy of His Britannie Majesty's 
Goverment te encourage xurdish 
‘Mationalign to the exbarrasment 
‘net only of the ' iraq Goverment, 
“wus alee ef thet friendly neighbours 
the Turkish and Persian Governments. 
Nothing sould ve further from the 
truth, and anyone whe imagines that 
by soning to the High Commissioner o7 
to ms, he will get any eneouragesent 
im auch a poliey is making @ great 
mistake. - ; 

That both the Britieh and ‘Iraq 
Goverments wish to seo is the 
peacefua development of a united 
‘Iraq tm whieh all the differing 
elesentea of which the population is 
Cenpesed should set before thenselves 
an their meet important aim that 
thay should be good ‘Iraqis. 


/B4/ 


—RBATLLSCAL DAMOUACES LAY, 


aeaighe 2, ‘this lew eball be called the Leval Languages 
Lam, 1940, 

Aetiahe. 3. this lew shall apply to the qadhas set out 
‘dm Articles $ and 4 of this lew, 

AKSIADA A, the Language of the courte shell be Kurdish 
in the following qadhasie 


&) sAméiyeh 
3 takho | mena 
@) Kei Sanjng 

Avbil 


Hf SE | ee 


Axtiele. 4,, the Language of the courts may be Arabic, 
Kurdish er Turkish in the fellewing qadhas!- 
Delia Mosul Lira, 

{} Sein} 

fhe court chall in cach exse determine 
waieh language shell be used, 
Atiiale 8, An senused person shold in all cases in 
aki qudbas have the rigkt 
sols Laka dclek $e: seule Sid seen $a ho vilions <ohdien: wi 
(bd) to huve the whale proceedings translated to him 
erally inte either Avabic, Kurdish er Tuskish and to 


demand 
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demand a copy ef the judgment translated into either 
language and any person may petition any court in the 
above quéhas ox any higher court in either Arabic, 
Kurdigh or Turkish, 

Arhigha 6. Im administrative matters execpt in the 
ense Of technics. services and corrempendence beteeen 
Liwa Weadquerters and the ministries the language 

te be used shall de Kurdish in the fellewing qadhasi- 


= i|-- 





Fl 
Kos Avbil Live, 


Merdich oy Turkish im the following qaéhasi- 


je 
Athiade.y,. ™ all primsvy soheels in the qnthas 
montiened in thie lew the mother tongues of the majority 
of the pupils whether Avabic, Turkish or Kurdish shall 
be the Language of instruction, 
arbiebetn Nothing im thie lew shell seaflict with 
Axtiole 19 of the ' Iraq comotitution thet the Arabic 
Language is the efficial lengunge of the state, aay 
person wikh be allowed to commmisate with official 
eather! tics 


pe 


eutherities in the Arabic language and a reply 

shall be given him in the seme language, any communi- 
eations made, hewever, in a language the use of whieh 
is authorised by Articole 6 of this law shall be ‘ 
aeeepted and shall be replied to in the language in 
whieh they are written, 

Attigie 9. ‘he Ministers of Interior, Justice and 
Kéueation ave charged with the execution of this inv, 


Mr. Bottomley. 
fr J. Shuckburgh. 





Sir G. Grindle. 
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PA.\APHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissionsr of Iraq to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
(Dated 18th August Reoaived Colonial Off ce 3.5.p.m, 16th 
Avgast, 1930,) ° 
No, 381. IMMEDIATE ae 

Reference my telegram No. 373 of 13th August. I am 
informed by Cornwallis that the Minister o: the Interior wi « 
is wore stupid andconceited than actively vicious bas stated his 
intentiong of embarking upon a forward policy in the Kurdish 
asra, replacing Kurdish o@fiocials by Arabp and proseaviing these 
Kurdish leaders who express at Sulimanyah ¢ke desire for indepon= 
dence during our resent tour, 1 also fint that the appointments 
announced on that occasion althozgh approved by the Council of 
Ministers have not actually been made even now. All the experts 
agree that should the Iraq Government agair. fail to carry out 
their publicly announced pledgd9 there wil) arise a very serious 
situation, the question is now being referred to the Council], of 
Ministers and I trust that they will have the sense to tum down 
the Minister of the Interior's proposals. I am however teliing 
the Regent and the Prime Minister that unless I am immediately 
satisfied that the policy which I have endorsed publicly on behalf 
of his Brite ee) vSrnment is carried out in spirit as well as 
in the lebter 1 shal} be compelled to recownend that in forwarding 
the Sulaimani petition to the League of Nations His Lritannic 
Mejesty’s Government should explain that my announcement was made 
under @ misapprehension and that the Iraq Government are not in 
fact carrying out their progranme. It would assist if Nuri 
Pasha, could be moved to instruct Ja'far Pasxa by telegraph to 
bring inmediately inte effect the steps alrvady announced; to 
publish the draft language law and to take 10 action against those 
who express their views to us the other day, . 


he a 


ae 


78315/ 1930, Downing Street, 


2lst august, 1930. 


Dear Monteagle, 
When you telephoned to me the other 

day to say that the Foreign Office concurred in 
the @raft telegram enclosed in ay letter to you 
of the 16th of august (78315/30) I told you 
that we bad a further telegram from the Acting 
High Commissioner about the Kurdish situation, 
The further telegram to which I then referred 
is Baghdad telegran Neo. 381, sopy of which was 
eent to the Foreign Office on the 19th of August. 
The situation as reported in that telegram has 
been discussed at great length between Sir 
Francis Humphrys and Nuri Pasha, I enclose 

a caceaaeth the éraft of a telegram in which have been 
embodied the resulte of thet discussion. 1 

, { | should 

fH? LORD MONTRAGLR ,C.M.G. ,M.V.0. it 








— Ag 


should be very grateful if you would let me 

know by telephone whether you concur in the 

terme of the draft telegram, which should if 
possible issue tonight, 


Yours sincerely ;° 


(Sigs) | J. Alon. falt- 


4 rete a hy ~ % once 

f mt. 8 De av 0 

(/ Subject to F.0. Concurrence. tr 
Oe? J.H.Hali 21.8. ; 


conson. ; is 


For despatch Mr.Hall 21.8 at once. 
78315/30. 
PARMQRASE TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State for the ae 
to the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq. 
(Sent 9.30 p.m., 2lst August, 1930). 





No. 319. ; 

Reference your telegram No. 381 of 16th August. Humphrys _ 

has discussed Kurdish situetion with Nuri Pasha, who explains 
that the Goverrment of Iraq have no intention whatever of 
going back upon their promised programme, nor of replacing + 
Kurdish officials by Arabs and prosecuting Kurdish leaders who 
during/recent tour expressed their wish for independence. The 
Government of Iraq propose however to replace the present 
Mutesarrit of Sulimaniya, who i8 considered to be unsati afactory, 
oy another Kurd, Nuri Pasha has approved this proposal by telegrath 
and instructed the acting Prime Minister, when it has been carried 
out, to bring into effect immediately the ateps already announca/ 
The actual promulgation of draft Lenguage Law, however, is being 
postponed so as to give King Faisal an opportunity of studying the 
text. The Government of Iraq prowse to institute proceedings 
under the Penal Code against certain Kurdish agitators (in no case 
men of any prominence) for offences directed against “the constity 
tion and established order of Government” in Iraq. Nuri Pasha 
has telegraphed to Acting Prime Minister his approval of this 
step. He ies of opinion that if agitators are allowed to continue 
treasonable activities unchecked and permitted to flout the 

law, the Government of Iraq will be discredited and thet there 


will 
coyey it & AML. Lif. 
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will arise a really serious situation in the Kurdish districts. 
He agsured Humphrys that no-one will be prosecuted for opinions 
expressed on your recent tour or for the petition 
to the League and that the persons concerned are men of no 
substance or standing. : 

It was pointed out to Nuri Pasha thet the prosecuhi on 
of Kurdish ogitators at oresent moment when the Kurdi sh petition 
is under submission to the League woubd almost certainly be 
represented as a repressive measure by the Government of Iraq 
and might create an unfavourable impression at Geneva. Nuri 
Pasha contended that this was the lesser evil and thet unless 
the Goverrment of Iraq made a prompt show of fimmess in 
applying the law the situation would develop on dangerous lines. 
Prima facie , at least, Nuri Pasha's apprehensions have soms 
foundation and Humphrys was not able to persuade him to modify 
his attitude. Nuri proposes to leave for Iraq at the end of 
this week. 

(Part 2) Reference your telegram No.373 regarding the 
Kurdish petition. I approve generally your proposed procedure. 
A final decision with regard to the attitude which should be 
adopted by H.M.Government must however await the receipt of 
Traq Government's statement and of your observations thereon, 
in the light of the development of the present situation. 


Enclosure 1, 


Enclosure 2, 


Enclosure 3, 


Enclosure 4 


dw Yi 
vu \ 





CONFIDENTIAL, The Residency, ~]) 
lad 
Baghdad, Do® August, 1930, 


My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith in 
original a letter addressed to me by certain Kurds of 
Sulaimani, in which is enclosed a petition to the 
Secretary General of the League of Nations, together 
with a tentative draft of the reply which I propose, 
after consultation with the 'Iraq Government and 
subject to Your Lordship's concurrence, to cause to be 
addressed to the signatories, 

2. This petition reached me when I was on the 
point of leaving for the Kurdish areas in company 
with the Acting Prime Minister, and I decided to take 
no action upon it until after my return, The signa- 
tories were actually present at the meeting held at 
Sulaimani, of which a copy of a record by the Special 
Service Officer of the Royal Air Force is enclosed, 

I also enclose for Your Lordship's information copy 

of a letter written by the Administrative Inspector 

of the Kirkuk and Arbil Liwas to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis 
in which he reports on the meetings which were held at 


those 


The Right Hon'ble 
Lord Passfield, P,C,, 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, London, 8, W, 1. 


Enclosure 5 
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those places, of which full minutes are understood 
to be in course of preparation, It will be noticed 
that the Acting Prime Minister and myself were con- 
fronted immediately on our arrival in the Kurdish 
areas with the allegation that a special decision 
had been taken by the Council of the League of , 
Nations providing that, if the British mandate for 
‘Iraq were terminated, the Kurds would either 
remain under a separate British mandate or be granted 
separate independence, I have m6 idea what cave 
rise to this theory, which we did our best to contra- 
dict during our tour, but there is no doubt that it 
is widely held and should be authoritatively contra- 
dicted at the earliest possible moment, 

3. I have not yet received a reply to my tele- 
gram No.373 of the 13th August, and have proceeded 
in anticipation of the general approval requested 
therein, since the situation does not admit of any 
time being lost, and Your Lordship's telegram No,299 
of the 11th August authorised me to invite the 
observations of the 'Iraq Government Stition, I 
had already informed the meeting at Sulaimani that I 
was proposing to take this step, and Your Lordship 
will see from the enclosed correspondence with His 
Bxcellency the Acting Prime Minister that I took the 
first opportunity. after my return to Baghdad of 
consulting the 'Iraq Government officially. The 
question whether in forwarding the petition to the 


League His Britannic Majesty's Government should 


take 


Enclosure 6, 


Enclosure 7, 
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take the line which I recommended in my telegram 

under reference, is one which can be decided later, 

4,. The Acting Prime Minister's reply to my letter, 
which was drafted by Sir Kinahan Cornwallis in consule 
tation with myself, and was accepted without demur by 
the 'Iraq Government, appears to me to make out @ very 
good case for the policy which I hope the ‘Iraq Govern- 
ment are proposing to carry out. That there is, however, 
some doubt whether they do in fact intend to pursue this 
policy is apparent from the enclosed Note by Sir Kinahan 
Cornwallis to his Minister, which was written on the 
same day as the Acting Prime Minister's reply, and from 
the memorandum which he has addressed to the Administra- 
tive Inspectors of the Kurdish liwas, a copy of which 


is also enclosed, I reported the attitude of the 


Minister of the Interior in my telegram No,381 of 18th . 


YW 
August, and at my weekly meeting with His Majesty the 


Regent on the following day, which was attended by the 
Acting Prime Minister and Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, I held 
the language foreshadowed in that telegram, Both His 
Majesty and Ja'far Pasha expressed the greatest concern 
at the reported intransigence of Jamil Madfa'i, and 
undertook most solemnly that every item of the programme 
announced on our recent tour would be fulfilled in the 
spirit as well as the letter. Inmediately after the 
meeting, the new Assistant to the Director General of 
the Interior, who had not even then taken up his duties, 
was summoned by telecraphfrom Chemechemal, and I under- 
stand that other necessary instructions are being given 


with 
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with a minimum of delay, At the same time, it is my 
considered opinion that so long as Jamil Madfa'i holds 
the portfolio of Minister of the Interior, there is a 
distinct risk that the Kurdish policy, at which we have 
arrived after so much deliberation, will be stultified 
by his stupidity and prejudice, If the Prime Minister 
had himself been here, I should have recommended that 
serious consideration should be given to the possibility 
of withdrawing British support from the professions and 
announcements of the 'Iraq Government, so long as they 
entrusted their fulfilment to a Minister who was 

openly hostile to the policy and suspicious of the 
British Government, I am convinced that, unless the 
individual concerned changes his whole attitude to an 
extent which can hardly be anticipated so long as he 
runs to Yasin Pasha for guidance on all official 
matters, this line will have to be taken eventually, 

and I propose, if I see Nuri Pasha before I leave the 
country (if my leave is approved), to call his attention 
to the danger of leaving this important portfolio in the 
hands of its present holder, 

5, I trust that Your Lordship will find sufficient 
material in the enclosures to this despatch, and in Sir 
Kinahan Cornwallis's comprehensive note of which a copy 
was enclosed in Sir Francis Humphrys' Confidential — - 
despatch of the 23rd April, to enable His Majesty's 
Government to comment upon the petition in forwarding 
it to the League, I have not drafted a memorandum 


describing the present state of affairs in the Kurdish 


areas 


T.C, 
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areas on the lines of that of the 24th February, 1926, 
which was presented to the League on the 2nd March of 
that year, in view of the fact that the statistics 
annexed to Sir Kinahan's note show that the proportion 
of non-Kurdish officials employed in the Kurdish areas 
has steadily increased since that date and that the 
promises to the Kurds have not in fact been observed 
as they should have been, It appears to me wiser to 
base the communication to the League on the policy 
which has now been arrived at than to attempt to make 
out that the 'Iraq Government have fulfilled their 
pledges in the past, In any case there can be no 
doubt that the first essential is to reassure the 
Kurds themselves, so that when they receive the 
definite ruling of the League that the policy which 
has now been announced by the 'Iraq Government satis- 
fies the requirements of that body, they will have no 
justification for rejoining that, however satisfactory 
the policy may be, it is not being carried out in 


practice, 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 


Your Lordship's most obedient, 
humble servant, 


Aba Som 


ACTING HIGH COMMISS IONE 






"IRAQ. 


(Signed) 


SULAIMANI - SOUTH 


—WHDISIAL, _ 
3rd August, 1930. 


To 
His Excellency the High Commissioner 
for Iraq. 
BAGHDAD 


Respected Sir, 

We have the honour to inform Your 
Excellency that heretofore several applications have 
been made by tke Kurds to the League of Nations, by 
post and telegraph, in reply to which we received a 
letter yesterday from the Director of the Mandates 
Section saying that in accordance with the rules of 
procedure adopted by the Council of the League of 
Nations all petitions emanating from inhabitants 
of mandated territories must be forwarded to the 
Secretariat through the intemediary of the Mandatory 


Power. 
We therefore beg to forward herewith fresh 
copies of the applications previously submitted to 
the Secretariat direct, for favour of Your Excellency's 
intermediary for re-submission of them to the addressee. 
We have, etc., 
Azmi Beg Baben. Hama Agha Awrehman Agha. Mea vad 


Hema Salih Beg. Izzet Beg Osman Pasha. Tawfiq Qazza. 
Abdulrehman Agha Ahmed Pasha. Mejid Effendi Heji Rasul 


Remzi Eff. Faiq Baben. ° 


SULATMANT, SOUTH KURDISTAN. 
26. 7. 1930. 
Through the intermediary, 
of the High Commissioner 
for Iraq, Baghdad. 
To 
The Secretary 
League of Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
Respected Sir, 

In order to maintain a sound and permanent 
brotherhood between Arabs and Kurds, the latter on all 
occasions and ever since they accepted to live with 
Iraq have demanded fulfilment of their national rights 
which were admitted by the League nations, but in no case 
these have been given. 

In connexion with the new treaty we demanded 
autonomous regime from Arabs; regrettably it was understood 
that the administrative and executive officials of the 
Kurdish districts, majority of whom are Arabs, began to 
press and intimidate the Kurds to disclaim their 
legitimate rights. Gathering from behaviour of the 
officials of the Arab Government at a time when Mandate 
still exists, we should think that the present administration 
will be worse than that of Turks if Mandate is: ended. The 
treatment of the Arab officials is in no way better than the 
actions of the Turks against Kurds, in past and present, 
which resulted in hostility and eternal separation of Kurds 
from them. 

In view of the facts mentioned above the final 
and definite decision of Kurds is to demand formation of 
a Kurdish government under supervision of League of Nations. © 

Beg 


Beg assistant and realisation of our legal 
@ ideas. 
Azmi .Beg Baban. Hama Agha Awrehman Agha. Shaikh Qadir Hafid, 
(Signed) Izzet Beg Osman Pasha. Hem Salih Beg. Faiq Beg Baban.. 
Abdulrehman Agha Ahmed Pasha. Mejid Effendi Haji Rasul Agha. 
Ramzi Eff. Mirza Tawfiq Qazzaz. 


se Azmi Beg Baban and 
his fellow signatories, 
Sulaimani. 
sir, 
I am directed to inform you that 
the petition addressed by you to the 
Secretary General of the Council of the 
League of Nations, which was forwarded 
to His Excellency the Acting High Commis- 
sioner with your letter of the 3rd August, 
was submitted to the 'Iraq Government for 
comment immediately upon his return to 
Baghdad and has now been duly transmitted 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
by the air mail which left Baghdad on the 
21st August. 
In transmitting the petition His 
Excellency has made it clear to the 
Secretary of State, in accordance with 
your request, that you and your fellow 
signatories were not satisfied with the 
statements of policy which were subsequently 
made by His Excellency the Acting Prime 
Minister and His Excellency the Acting High 
Commissioner on the llth August at Sulaimani, 
since you were under the impression that the 
Council of the League had decided that, on 
the termination of the 'Iraq mandate, some 
special regime would be established for the’ 
Kurdish 
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Kurdish inhabitants of 'Iraq. I am to 
take this opportunity of confirming what 
His Excellency told you at Sulaimani, that 
so far as he is aware no such decision has 
ever been taken. His Excellency directs 
me to make it clear to you that it is only 
in view of the very exceptional circumstan- 
ces, and of the impression under which you 
appear to be labouring, that the 'Iraq 
Govermment have acquiesced, in full accord 
with His Britannic Majesty's Government, 
in what they regard as improper and 
sub#ersive activities on the part of 
yourself and your fellow- signatories. 
His Excellency is confident that you will 
now quietly await the reply to your 
petition, and that you will readily accept 
whatever decision may be taken upon it 
by the Council of the League of Nations. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 


Your most obedient servant. 


M.I. 
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EVENTS IN SULAIMANI PRIOR TO H-E's visit. 





Thd3rd.Batt. "traq Army arrived unexpectedly from Penjwin 

on August 2nd, neither the Administrative Inspector or the 

Mutasarrif had been informed of the move. 

with reference to your cypher telegram regarding the 

former Turkish Dragoman, Fuad arrived in Sulaimani on Aug.6th. 

He is consorting with Gharlieb Fatteh Chelebi (landower), 

Majid Effendi Rasul Beg (landowner), Aharash Taufiq 

Effendi Shel (schoolmaster), & Taufigq Bffendi, a Turkish 

Officer on leave from Mardin who arrived in Sulaimani about 

twenty days ago. These men together with Sultan Effendi ex- 

Turkish Officer & Ahmad Beg s/o Said Beg are the remnants 

of the old pro-Turkish Party which now numbers not more 

than about fifteen. It has not been possible to ascertain 

the nature of Fuad's activities. 

Political excitement has been intenge owing to the impending 

visit of the High Commissioner & Prime Minister. Shaikh 

Kadr's party by unceasing propaganda has gained complete 

control amongst all classes irfthe town, & the chiefs & 

Aghas who have come in from the districts appear to be 

solidly in favour of his activities. 

Ramsi Effendi & Taufiq Qassas were despatched to Kirkuk 

to work amongst the Nationalists there before the meeting 

in that town & also to arrange for a large party of Jaff 

to congregate at Chemchemal to interview the High Commissioner 

on his way to Sulaimani. 

Pro-'Iraq propaganda also became active during the week & 

two mullas, Mulla Aziz from Ppiris (near Halebja) & Baba 

Raw&l from obah obaidah (between Khurmal & Halebja) 

arrived in the town & combined pro-Arab & anti-Assyrian 

activities. 

On August 9th Faiq Tapu arrived from Kirkuk & attempted to 

speak in favour of the Arab Government & announced that 

he was going to be made Mutasarrif in the place of Taufiq 
Wahbi 
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Wahbi. He was mobbed by schoolboys & had to seek refuge in 
the police station. From thete he was put in a car & sent 
back to Kirkuk with a warning not to return. 
The 'Iraq Army officers who have just returned from Sulaimani 
have also attempted to make propaganda for their Government 
& it is reported that Hamid Chalchi amir al Muntagqir ‘Iraq 
Army has been saying that Arab Officers in the Jaish would 
not fight with British Officers against the Turks under any 
circumstances & advising the Kurds to have no dealings with 
the British pha power was now broken owing to Bolshevik 
activities in India. The same propaganda is being made by a 
warrant officer of the 3rd Batt. named Sidki. 
Reference report No.I/S/I/10 of August 6th Part 1 (c) 
Shaikh Ala al Din has now sent a madhbatta asking for Kurdish 
Independence & by the same messenger a letter to JaafarPasha 
wishing him success for his visit. 
ARRIVAL OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER & PRIME MINISTER. 
Tents & shelters were erected on the aerodrome where a large 
crowd assembled. shortly before their arrival it was learned 
that Faiq Tapu who had left Sulaimani the day before as mkxmi 
already described was amongst the party arriving with Their 
Excellencies. Taufiq Qassas informed me that should this prove 
* be correct alarm was felt as to what action the crowd might 
take as feeling against him was bitter. I attempted to send a 
warning to the Inspecting officer of Police who had motored 
to meet the High Commissioner but my letter did not reach 
hin. 
Their Excellencies arrived about half past eleven Faiq being © 
in one of the rear cars. He was attacked by a portion of th 
crowd who threw stones cutting him on the face & breaking 
the windscreen of his car. He took refuge with the Guard 
of Honour and returned with them to barracks. 


Their Excellencies, who were unaware of what was taking place 
behind,walked along the road for about a hundred yards the 


crowd clapping & showing signs of welcome apparently for 


SA 
both guests, but as subsequently appeared for the High 
Commissioner only, 

The following address was then delivered by a school dar 
speaking in English:- 
Your Excellency, 

The Kurdish students are, with extreme pleasure and 
courage, proud to welcome Your Excellency on your arrival in 
Kurdistan, We shall always remember this holiday with pride and 
take it as a sign of happiness, 

It is well known to all that Your Excellency have always tried 
for the happiness, progress and recognition of the natural 
rights of an oppressed and backward nation, 
It is also well known to the world that you have rendered valuable 
services to mankind for development and civilisation, 
We, the Kurds, are awaiting that precious and lofty gift which 
will be bestowed on us by Your Excellencies visit, 
When our legitimate rights are recognised, we hope our education 
will, with Your Excellencies kind support, improve greatly, 
We are fully aware that many other communities have been trained 
and tutored by you. We assure Your Excellency that we will be of 
some use to you, 
The anxious and awaiting eyes of Kurds are being brightened today 
by seeing Your Excellency, The mother-land of Kurds hopes for 
growth under the shelter of the British Government, 

Long Live the British Government 

Long Live Your Excellency who supports the Kurds, 
As will be seen this address was for the High Commissioner 
only and did not refer in any way to the 'Iraq Prime Minister, 
This fact was deliberately emphasised by the speaker who 
turned towards Major Young and ignored Ja'far Pasha, 
Major Young tried to smooth over a difficult position by trying 
to include Ja'far Pasha assuring him that the address was for 
both of them, but this only made matters worse as the speaker 
loudly denied that his address had anything to do with the 


Ss 
Prime Minister, S 


That evening Shaikh Kadr came to my house and stated that arrange- 
ments were being made to “pack" the meeting on the following 
morning, He stated that orders had been issued that Hajji 
Mustapha Pasha, Gharlieb Fatteh Chelebi, and two of the latters 
friends were to be admitted and would speak in favour of the 
Arab Government whilst Ramsi Effendi and several of his (Shaikh 
Kadr's) chief supporters were to be refused admission, It is 
worth noting that Gharlieb Chelebi and his friends are the set 
with whom Fuard is¢ associating as already reported, ; 
Shaikh Kadr said that he came in the name of his party to refacst 
that I should inform the High Commissioner that they had decided 
to boycott the meeting unless they could receive direct assurance 
from him that their own representatives would be givena fair 
hearing, I delivered this message and was told to give the 
required undertaking, The High Commissioner informed the Prime 
Minister of the accusations that evening, 

MEETING BETWEEN H,E, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, H,E, PRIME 

MINISTER OF 'IRAQ AND KURDISH REPRESENTATIVES, 

At about 8 o'clock on Monday morning (about an hour before the 
meeting) I was informed that the town was picketted with troop 
and that machine guns were posted at various points, As was to be 
expected this was having a most unfortunate effect upon the 
general atmosphere, I walked to the places mentioned finding 
two machine guns placed in the square opposite the old serai and 
pointing towards the bazaar, The road leading to this square 
was lined with about 50 troops who had been issued with ten rounds 


of ammunition, 


,, in the open space opposite the mosque were six more machine guns, 
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I reported this matter to the High Commissioner who asked the 


Prime Minister the reason for such precautions and requested 


that the soldiers should be withdrawn, 
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On the arrival of the High Commissioner and Prime Minister at the 
Serai more soldiers appeared with fixed bayonets and rifles carried 
at the "port", the Guard of Honour also contained 4 machine guns, 
At this point the Inspecting Officer of Police arrived and reported 
that he could not be responsible unless the soldiers were with- 
drewn, This the Prime Minister on instructions from the High 
Commissioner said would be carried out notwithstanding which three 
more machine guns were placed upon the roof of the serai during 
the meeting, 

At the meeting it was noticeable that neither Hajji Mustaphe Pashe 
Gharlieb Chelebi and his friends put in an appearance, the reason 
for this is not clear, The only prominent supporter of the 
Government who put in an appearance being Hajji Mulla Mohidin and 
he refrained from taking any part in the discussion, 

A unanimous request was made for an independent government under 
a British or some form of mandate from the League of Nations, 
Ramsi Effendi put forward the Kurdish requests and took the main 
part in the subsequent discussions, An insignificant member of 
the party a few months ago he has rapidly come into prominence 

and it appears that the increase and aman of the parties influ- 
ence are mainly due to him. On leaving the meeting he was greeted 
by a huge crowd who carried him round the town on their shoulders, 
As the meeting has failed to produce any satisfactory results 

the High Commissioner asked some of the representatives to 

meet him later, but little further progress was made, 

Ja'far Pasha left Sulaimani that afternoon and the High Commis- 
sioner at 9 o'clock tne(cext) morning, 

A large meeting was held the same evening when the form of the 
madhbatta to be submitted to the League of Nations was discussed, 
It was further decided that should no progress be made along 

the present lines a movement for non-payment of taxes should 


be undertaken, 


27 
In this respect it is interesting to note that Taufiq Qassas 
is called Ghandi amongst his friends, presumably on account 
of his large glasses, as he resembles him in no other way 

but this name together with the proposal for non-payment of 
taxes suggests that the Indian tactics are being studied 


and may therefore be copied in the near future, 


COMMENT, 


Whilst the meeting does not appear to have succeeded in 
calming the situation, or to have persuaded the Kurds to 
abandon their present attitude towards the 'Iraq Government, 
there seems no reason to apprehend any outbreak of violence 
for the present, 

Shaikh Kadr's party have ddéfinitely established themselves 
as the leademof the netionalists and the party are convinced 
that their best interests lie with political agitation, 

It is obvious, however, that a few months political agitation 
in a country like this can only end in some form of rebellion 
and in the event of no satisfaction being obtained from the 


League of Nations some such disturbance shoulc be expected, 








Wee 
Dyn elcome 


Copy of Secret D.0.No.8.450 dated 11.8.30 from G.C.Kitching 
Esq, O-B-E-, Administrative Inspector, arbil and Kirkuk 
Liwas to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, Kt., C.MeG-, C.BeEe, DeS.0-, 
Adviser to the Ministry of Interior, Baghdad. 





Dear sir Kinahan, 

To report in a letter not so restricted as an 
official memorandum the visit of H.Bethe Ag. High Commissioner 
and Prime Minister. 

In general the visit in Arbil was most successful : 
and I wish I could say the same of Kirkuk. For the compara- 
tive failure in Kirkuk I put the blame entirely on the 
Mutasarrif. It is true the Kurdish question is not so 
pronounced in Kirkuk and the failure is relatively unimpor= 
tant, but this does not excuse the lack of organisation 
and the atmosphere of restraint and factional hostility 
which marked out the beginning and end of the proceedings. 

In Kirkuk the visitors assembled in the 
Mutasarrif's office with the expressions of those in the 
dentists waiting room A ‘fixed expression of deep gloom 
settled on Jamil al Madfai's face. after an unduly 
prolonged delay in the assembly of the audience the Delega- 
tion was shown into the Darbar which took place in the bare 
and unfurnished passage outside the Mutasarrif's and A.I.'s 
offices. A table with bazaar cloth, bad sofas, and a table 
fan put in five minutes before completed the scene. z 
suppose like politicians who are alleged to be able to sense 
the atmosphere of a political meeting we are all able to 
gauge the feelings of an 'Iraqi Majliss. With the éxception 
of His Excellency, who seemed to be enjoying himself, the 
feelings of the Delegation were those of extreme discomfort . 
and dislike of the task in hand. The Darbar looked and 


probably 
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probably felt like lost sheep. There was no tea, coffee 
or cigarettes or any of the usual ceremonial details 
without which no majliss can get to work. The prime 
Minister mad¢his speech and was followed by His Excellency. 
Two Kirkuklis expressed their thanks. At this stage the 
gloom on Jamil Beg's face had settled into the blackest 
of scowls. Nobody had to look twice to note his supreme 
contempt and disapproval of the whole proceedings. 

Muhammad Jaf then demanded the rights of the Kurds 
according to the League of Nations. Abdulla Safi jumped 
up like a jack in the box and said or used words to the 
effect that the Jaf were a mean and insignificant tribe and 
did not represent Kirkuk. A shouting match then began in 
the style of the usual row in the mudhif. Calm was 
restored and the meeting terminated after half an hour on 
a note of hostility between the various factions and 
expressions of obvious relief from the Delegation. Whilst 
waiting to disperse Jamil Beg was pleased to remark to me 
"that all this was from you". Nobody had grasped or under- 
stood what was said, and the whole show was badly organised 
and badly run. The Mutasarrif had obviously taken no 
trouble to make it a success or taken any interest. Major 
Young was good enough to give Muhammed Beg a private 
interview. 

The tour concluded in Kirkuk with a banquet at the 
Club and the Delegation spent the night I believe playing 
poeker. 

The party left by air on Saturday; the Minister of 
Justice being violently sick in his aeroplane. 

On arrival in arbil the party was privately received 
and then taken to breakfast; the time of the Darbar being 


postponed 


Go 
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postponed for half an hour to allow Ministers to recover 
from the effects of air travel. 

The Darbar was held in the Sarai,admission being 
by ticket, and I think the Ministers were given a 
dignified and orderly reception. There were plenty of 
flags and arches and the Police and boy scouts. There was 
also tea,coffee and cigarettes and Hamid Beg had raided 
the notables houses for carpets and furnittire, and people 
were introduced. 

The proceedings opened well. After speeches 
discussions began and they opené@ by Ahmed Effendi asking 
the Prime Minister to invite the tribesmen to state their 
views. The Dizai Agha got up and asked for equal treat- 
ment for the three Kurdish liwas. It appears thata 


report had got round that special concessions were going 

to be given Sulaimani. This of course was denied. Ahmed 
Effendi and Ismail Beg then asked for explanations on lots 
of points and ‘the Prime Minister handled them well. Maruf 
Chawok then began a long address complaining of the 
Govermment of 'Iraq being described as the 'Arab' Governmatt. 
The Prime Minister rightly jumped on him and challenged 
him to produce any document with this designation. Chawok 
was defeated. He made a curious point that in the report 
of the League's Committee it is stated that if the form of 
Government in 'Iraq was changed some form of government 
should be set up for the Kurds. It is strange how wide- 
spread belief in this statement is. I have not got the 
committee's report and Major Young and the Prime Minister 
got over it by explaining that might be in the committee's 
reprt but was not in the League's decision. The point is 

I think worthy of checking. 


on 


a 8 


“he 

Qn the League's reservations the Kurds inter- 
preted the article as insistence on Kurdish officials. 
Major Young had to point out what the League actually 
said which is "Regard etc." I do not think the point is 
very important and in any case I doubt if it is possible 
to convey the meaning of the wording in any language 
other than that in which it is written. 

The very important matter of the Draft Law then 
came up. Demands were put forward that it might be dis- 
closed. Under pressure the prime Minister promised 
publication a month before submission to Parliament. At 
this stage Jamil Beg on a plea of air sickness left the 
proceedings and did not again appear. The real reason was, 
as Major Young rightly suggested, that he feared Jafar 
would be unable. to resist the demand for publication and 
then would be unable to say he was not present and did not 
agree. On the matter of the law as Major Young pointed out 
to the prime Minister it would be infinitely better to 
publish the law. Moreover, in my view the excuse of 
discourtesy to the Prime Minister is so thin that anybody 
can see through it. Kurds are quite as able as I am to 
note Jamil Beg's attitude. Frankly I believe there will 
be a tussle over publication and certainly one Minister 
will rat, and the real reason is the hope of getting it 
altered. 

The proceedings finished with a great deal of talk 
about being brothers. My own impression is that the Kurds 
put forward their grievances in the manner of those who 
know they are right in a legitimate orderly and genial way 
and pleaded for sympathy. The Prime Minister was obviously 
working hard and conscientiously for success, and although 

his 
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his Kurdish blood may have worked thin, he would if left 

to himself give the Kurds a good deal of sympathy. Jamil 
Beg was absent and I thuught the Minister of Justice was a 
little embarrassed at the position he was occupying in front 
of countrymen. At any rate he said and did nothing. Major 
Young gave a privife interview to three of the leaders and 
explained I understand certain points of the Draft Law. 

I now come to the one unpleasant incident of the 
tour. For some days past Dr. Dallali has been here on the 
pretence of administering an enema to Mullah Effendi. 
Actually he was sent from Mosul to stir up strife and break 
up a united Kurdish front. He is a worthless and in some 
respects dangerous agitator, with no connection in Arbil 
whatsoever. On the conclusion of the Darbar the whole 
party left to spend the day at Shaqlawa to enjoy the cool 
of the gardens. DreDallali spent a good deal of time with 
Jamil Beg, and Jamal Baban whom he once tried to cure of 
typhoid by injecting quinine. For the one vacant seat in 
the two ministers' car the candidates were the Mutasarrif 
and Dr.Dallali. The latter was selected and the Mutasarrif 
left to scurry about to find a taxi. This action was, I 
think, an unpardenable breach of manners and insulting to 
Hamid Beg. The propriety of touring round Dr.Dallali who 
spends his time insulting the Kurds as if he were part of 
His Excellency and the Prime Ministers entourage is open 
to serious question. It is also so utterly stupid as every 
body knows why Dallali was invited into the car in preference 
to the Mutasarrif and draw their own conclusions. 

Hamid Beg has worked long and hard to make the 
show & success and has quite impartially ordered both 
Dallali and the Kurdish extremists to be imprisoned if 
they stirred up strife. Naturally his feelings to Jamil 
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Beg had better not be described. 

In conclusion I think the Kurds have been done 
very well indeed. I have seen all the leaders this 
morning and they express themselves as very pleased. I 
do not see Yow it is possible to give them more and I 
doubt if they entitled to it. 

I think you may have difficulty in publishing 
the law. At any rate these promises make suppression 
of Kurdish agitation in its present form quite justifiable. 
A great deal depends on Sulaimaniyah. If you are forced 
to give concessions there then they will have to follow in 
arbil. 

I forgot to say that the visit ended with a 
highly sucessful municipal garden party, and the party 
left at dawn the next day by air for Sulaimaniyah. 


Yours sincerely 


MI. 
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the Residency, 
HosPede 177 pagndes, aatea /Y mgnst, 1930. 


cht, 
'y Rave the hemour fo trananit te Tour ceeelleney 
eae herewith @ eepy ef « Letter whieh I have veseived fren 
eortain of the inhebditiante ef sulaizani, with ite 
qnaiesure, and should be clad te knew, fer the informe 
tien of His Britannie Wajestyts Ceverment, what eements 
the Iraq Goverment would desire to offer upon this 
communication before £4 in forwarded to the Searetery 
General 06 the League of Bations. 
ieee the bendan de Oe, 
BAR, 
Tour mest obedient eervant, 


(Sg) ! 27s, Lovt Young. 
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ting Preah o semeli of ii aiactomns 
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teeta ten sted. Office of thé Owancti ef Ministers, 
Your Rusellency, 


5 have the honour te agkneuleige reseiyt of your 
Geathdontind Lester 14,P.0/177 Of 14th ingest, 1004, Permrding 
© petition fren certain Rerds of Guledmnt to the Keegue af 
Mations and ating for the opments of the ‘iraq Goverment 

A Sintlay ypotétian was prasewted te me after the éodiarae 
Aiea of tae policy of the Britdeh ond ‘rvaq Sovermente kad 
room mute te the chief peosio of Sutadmant by Your mreviieney 
ond myeaht on apgest ibth ant the potitionsrs at the meeting 
nent water tq hangue of Nations da a dectaten whieh, they 
masutallp, was given by the Guuneil of Uw League in 1026. 
Bethher Your Beevlicecy wor nyetlf axe aware of oxy such 
docteen Wah fn erdax that there shevid be me ren fer soubt, 
Yeur Raapleney, amowned ot Beladennd thet the paint night be 
neter s hhimes, 

be Tet RaceLiseay mmtes, thus bas ateazs beim the ; 
cienyeh nanend tatten otmems the Riyh Oaimtoatn eaitthe ‘Orbe 
Goverahent vagurting Karddch affehye and in mbiiig the f0110- 
ing eemmente, ‘¥ wn stating nothing with whieh yom exe not 
airecty fully fenilier. 
che "ized Goverment howe fen the sine shen thay sire 
seek over effeetive sentael of the Rerdish itms, fiminy 
ot tuo epinton tant Geshe ‘Vitek fur tne future, of” ter Kineton 
of ‘Tan and for the edlfups of tne Marés and Arua Moving 12 
‘aang to werk fer the wakty of the top peoples amt te dircoqn- 
pach gemini Bail 
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Sigueness of thedy evn, ond that success is to be gained net by 
tying to wtemp this out/by veengnizing 4% 12 owsh 0 vay that 
the Marde may feel, go taking thetr part as ‘teat, that their 
customs, their traditions, and their language are being proser~ 
ved futest, They have further had befére then as a guiée the 
stipulations ef the Council of the League of Hatiane mage in 
1086, 

Then the segetintions fer a nev treaty between Great 
Britedn and ‘tag were opened « fou months age and ft bien 
appareas that Hie Beitemnis Majesty's Goverment wete willing 
te xeneunes their mandate to te League of Fatigue and recemmend 
the entry ef ‘3y0q to the Leagan os © free and tndepentent 
nation 4n 1982, 40 was peaitioed that the tine had come te put 
the relatéene of the Kurds with the ‘Ivnq Severmnent on 5 mere 
regular Yaeks and te give legal effect te the arrangements 
alveaty in force ever the greater part of the Kurdich lives in 
aecerdence with the stipulations ef the League conearning the 
@hepensstion of justios,. Sinsation and the enpleynent ef 
Kurdish o9 an officiel ianguege, It wae considered destrable te 
Lose we time fe deing (de in order that the Earis should wnéder- 
stend sheaviy the ‘policy ef the ‘Iraq Geverment beth sev and 
iu the future and should realise that the esnelusion of a new 
treaty with Rie Britannic Majesty's Goverment and the entry ef 
t Ene date the Lengua, Af 2% Se appreved, will met in ony way 
affect thet! privileges qv yesdtion in the ‘Iraq State, Ty this 
ond m Gyaft Lpenl Languages lew was dvevn up and 0 geneva) 
inddeatdon was given of Ate contents to the leating Kurds of 
avedl, Kivink ond Sulagneni during our recent visit, It nad 
been Goeénd to defer actenl yubidention until the return of 
Ris Majesty ths King and the return of the Prime Minister, The 
dreds of Which © copy te ebteshed te this mameranémn vill be 
yat before Periianent af cegn 20 it veacsembles, In addition te 
this e pevesal ef my spesch deltvered ot avvil, Kivindt and 
G@uletnant, of which o translation is slee attached, will shew 
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ghevding of Knréich interests ousn as the appeintaent of an 
Auedstent to the Dévecter-General ef Interior, the formation 
of o Translation Mapean in the Mindstry ef the mterier ané 
the appointment of an Béusation Inspester, 

a® vegurde the genetal question ef the appointment of 
officials in the Kuréich ldwas, of whieh mention is made in 
thie ethpulations ef the League, I think that I shoulé make 
Gheay the pOlicy ef the Goverment, The majority ef officials 
fin theee districts ave Kurds and will sentinue te be se Wut it 
hos for a lame ties been veal{eed that to appeint enly Kurds 
4m the Kurdish lives will inevitadiy tend te bar then free 
enpieynent im ether payts of ‘Ivrea. This is setrinental te the 
genevel Euicvests of the administration and is likely te keep 
alive feslinge which the ‘Spaq Goverment hope te se2 disappenx 
Abeoréingly as coon ac the Lecel languages law is approved by 
Pavidanent, the Geverment prepece te make a knowledge of the 
Kurdish Language and not wase o condition of empleynent in the 
Eurdish ifwen, I fs he¥Gly nesensasy te 044 that this coos 
net @mote any change fa ite policy of aéniaistention and that 
ave WAll Se takes ta cheese mnkte¥le men. the matter is 
maialy one of pripsipic fer thove ave. net 2 grveat aunber of 
Anebe whith a heeviedge of martian, In tne Qe my tne wane 
of "Xweq will romain open for anployment of Kurés whe have 0 
knowledge of arabdée, The ‘Iraq Gevermuent maintain that this 
pelSay is in the best inteveots of the Kurds thensplves and 
does OO confidct with the stipulations ef the League. 

Gee 'Speq Goverment are of the epinion that the policy 
waisch I hove eutiined adore chowld not only fulfil the stipule- 
(hens of tne Teague Wut else shawld adequately satisfy the 
aspératéons of 011 renconabie Kurés, Tt precerves Kurdid: as 
thety language im thaly yrinexy education, fm the élopensation 
of gustéce nnd in ali thedy relations with the administration, 

‘E Gp not thas that 40 te neseonary for me te enter at 
Length Ante the veacens which cague the 'Iruq feverment to 
oot Ate fone agntnet any fom of supawetion, iny Kind of vapee 
sangginisntonsten tn teleienaninn tetatateentesly ane 
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finensfeliy end wouhd wnderaine the foundations on which a 
settled goverment have gradually bean Wailt, the aiffieultios 
whieh would be caused with the neighbouring states Gf Persia 
end Turkey ure ebvidwe, the fect that these states ave inhabitel 
Lazgely Vy Nusts wear the ‘traq frontier ylnees special reapent 
SidAlitios on the 'Iveq Goverment and the Goverment ean never 
hepe te fulfil these responsibilities unless they san centrei 
the aduini stration of the frontier districts, His Britannic 
Majeety's Goverment, as Your Bxesllensy has publicly stated, 
ave in full eeeerd with the ‘Ivaq Gevernnent en this point and 
en thelr general pelley towards the movrés, 

1 tymst that the League of Mations will agree that its 
etépuletions are being properly carried qut and will infern the 
petitianers that they ave migtaken fm thinking that 0 deci sien 
giving then a right to form an dnéspenéent géverment under 
the League on the termination of the British manéate, was ever 
niiies mil 

Z taust alse that thewe will be an carly ansuer te the 
petition fer Your Exveliency ics well aware ef the adainistratis 
44 fflewitios waieh are bewné to aviee in this cowtry when the 
Govermment axp uBt in a position te pureve a firm policy, 

ae Lgag us this matter is unéey reference te the League, 
tae *Iveq Oeverment heave taken we steps te prevent free expres 
agen af epluision upon it Wut they fest that this state ef 
affaive caungt be allowed te cantinue indefinitely and thet a 
point muet at seme time be yeached wien they must aeomme the 
eeme igherty of aation as any Other government fn « similar 
es, 

An Thar Repellency Qu avare the Organic haw of ‘Trea, 
Waish was apgweved Wy 0 Cqnstitypnt Agvenbly representative of 
all clasees of the poopis, eumeres the righte ef alljand any 
astivity in contravention of an Organie Law is regarded as 0 
penishable offence by the lave of query sountry. 

the ‘Ivaq Goverment ave avare that they have the cupyert 
Of RAs Duttenmse Majesty's Oevermsent in their poliay but 


oS» YG 
reasquably minded Kurds will be prefeund if the League ef 
Yotiens alse expresees ite approval of the pelisy which is 
Delis Gabricd unt now ald which the ‘Evaq Government intend 
to maintain in the future, 
Fliease sevept ete., 
Yours sfncerely, 
(e4,) Ja*fer ale'¢skari, 


Nas Bucelkleney Majer E.¥. Young, ©.M,@.,. 0.8,0,., : 
Ris Britemnés Majesty's Acting High Commiscigner fer ‘Iraq, 
Remind, 


ita. 
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-DRAPT LOCAL LANGUAGES LAW. 


Article 1, This law shall be called the Local Languages 
Law, 1930, 


Article 2, This law shall apply to the qadhas set out 
in Articles 3 and 4 of this law, 


Article 3. The language of the courts shall be Kurdish 
in the following qadhas:- 





a) Amadiyah 

b Zakho Mosul Liwa, 
c Zibar 

a) Aqrah 

e) Koi Sanjaq 

f) Rania Arbil Liwa, 
g) Rawanduz 

{2} Gil Kirkuk Liwa, 
i) Chemchemal 

j) Sulaimani 

k) Halabdja Sulaimani Liwa, 
1) Shahr Bazaar 


Article 4, The language of the courts may be Arabic, 
Kurdish or Turkish in the following qadhas:- 


{3} Dohuk Mosul Liwa, 
b Shaikhan 

{3} Arbil Arbil Liwa, 
a) Makhmur 

(e) Kirkuk Kirkuk Liwa, 
f) Kifri 


The court shall in each case determine 
which language shall be used, 
Article 5, An accused person shall in all cases in 
all qadhas have the right 





(a) to be tried in Arabic if Arabic is his mother tongue and, 
(b) to have the whole proceedings translated to him 
orally into either Arabic, Kurdish or Turkish and to 


demand 


i il 
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demand a copy of the judgment translated into either 
language and any person may petition any court in the 
above qadhas or any higher court in either Arabic, 
Kurdish or Turkish, 
Article 6, In administrative matters except in the 
case of technical services and correspondence between 
liwa headquarters and the ministries the language 
to be used shall be Kurdish in the following qadhas:- 
Amadiyah 
Dohuk Mosul Liwa, 


Koi Arbil Liwa, 


arrRrny @2AaAaoP 
sv 
~ 
Be 


CC 
Le 


Gil 


m) Ssulaimani 
Halab ja Sulaimani Liwa, 


Chemehemal Kirkuk Liwa, 


° 
Kurdish or Turkish in the following gadhas:- 


p) Kirkuk Le Liwe, 
qa) Kifri 


Article 7. In all primary schools in the qadhas 
mentioned in this law the mother tongue of the majority 
of the pupils whether Arabic, Turkish or Kurdish shall 
be the language of instruction, 

Article 8, Nothing in this law shall conflict with 
Article 17 of the ‘Iraq constitution that the Arabic 
language is the official language of the State, Any 
person will be allowed to communicate with offic ial 


authorities 
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authorities in the Arabic language and a reply 

shall be given him in the same language. Any comnuni-~ 
cations made, however, in a language the use of which 
is authorised by Article 6 of this law shall be 
accepted and shall’ be replied to in the language in 
which they are written, 

Article 9, ' {he Ministers of Interior, Justice and 
Education are charged with the execution of this law, 
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< here. the hewewr to mabe the fellewing otetansat 
of the friendly peliay whieh te ‘Iraq Goverment propoee 
+0 puree in view ef the§r premises to our sengatrists 
ond Srethren the Keres ebe eoostituic am iapeytent elenent 
am the hedy polities of the Kington of ‘ivaq, 1 hove seen 
the wlegreme ond petitive oumeitied by esrtain individuals 
containing pretenta sgeinst the onienion of 0) reference 
to the Rardich quection in the treaty whieh we resestiy 
signed, 

Without enquiving into the reasons and motives 
whieh hwve 108 to the subsiesion Of there preteste, I 
dagiave te you thet ty Srey Goveracent are fimly 
weaslved to take inte due consideration the prenises 
wnaieh heave aiveaty heen given by then with the object of 
entistying the eupivations ef our Kurdish brethwen, ond 
whieh they prepess te ant upon mat cody up te 1938 but 
eles aftay tat date, 

While nent anxious te maintain the polisy ent] iasd 
above, &6 the enue tine, the Geverment of His Majesty 
Xing Paisal ave determined te suppress ang tendeney 
whatever whish is dimested egninat the wity of the ‘izaq 
Shake of ealaviaged to eleué the ateaphere on affees 
the neighbwrly velations between them ant the Wwe fuientiy 
Governments cf Turkey ané Persia, = —— 

‘fae "iene Government alse weleses with grest 
pleneure ahd withent @iesriaination between Kugde and 
Avube Ghe pragrese ef all coma of the sountey provided 
thet * aragd unity ie preeseved, 36 ic ia thde epizit 
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te 


that the ‘inuq Gevernnent have stepped forward at every 
orsg8 and howe shown theix reatiness in this behalf, 
1@ 4g well anoem thet whem we teek wen ur shoulders 
he responsibility for the atntninwation of effaire, ve 
unde o public éseleration in whieh we enmommeed eur 

and put it into application in 
Featiness to draft o Kurdish language law om: 
Saimbhted hy Kerdish majerition, We huve now conpleted 


_ ire Gvafting of this lew ont we shati. io any case 


wubadt £0 to Purliqnemt ot ite fertheening session, 
emia wh here lawned exdere requiving the departments 
Censerned to pureus as fer as pessidle a policy sensistent 
with the spirit of the prosedure contemplated tm the seid 
Catt in vagnsd to juiieiel, aiminiswotive ant odusctiona) 
matters, Yhe Goversment have cise appointed on azsistant 
to the Dévestor of the InGerion, with expert mmowledge 
@f the affaine of the Kurds in the northern Liwes, aad 
hove cotebiished @ Translation Jurca whese spesial «uty 
4 correspondence. 
48 wARL be to deni with Kundish adtnitieg: / They have alse 
appointed an Inapester of <dusstion generally to inapest 
the eoheohs in Oulaineni Live ané the Kuréich sebecls 
im the Axb4l ond Kivic& liven, The Governsent hove 
taken the neesamyy steps to te guest ied 
and eff ieers of peliee with mevieige of the Kurdish 
languages to be eplayed in Kurdish places, — 

1 Gummee esmsiade ay resarts vithest suprossing 
ay thanks to His Euelisney the Asting Bigh Commissioner 
for assenpenying ve om this tour, ant 1 seine this 
eppertunity to luwite His Kmellonsy to express to you 


a 
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the Views of Ris Britennio Majesty’ s Government ta 


this comection, in order tnt you my be fully 
informed. of these usttere and not de deveived by the 
wbteranses ef persens whe ave blind to the real 
welfare of the Rur€ish subjeste of Kis Majesty King 
Fatonl and of the *ivnq Stage, and im onder that you 
sheulé feo) certain that we ave in full agreement 
weer the peliay which 1 howe gust announeed te you, 


Wderme VG 





Note by Adviser to Interior. 
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SECRET. 
HIS EXCRLLENCY THE MINISTER. 
You have explained to me that you wish to adopt 
a vigorous policy-in the Kurdish liwas which involves; 
a). The immediate removal of the Mutasarrif, Sulai- 
mani. This has in fact been done. 
b). The immediate removal of the Commandant of Police 
Sulaimani and his replacement by a Kurdish speaking 
Commandant of Police or Assistant Commandant of Police 
(preferably an Arab). 
c). The subsequent weeding out of all Qaimmaqams 
and Mudirs of Sulaimani whose political ideas do not 
conform to those of the Central Government. 
d). The immediate arrest and trial of the most 
important people who demanded a Kurdish Government at 
Sulaimani the other day. You gave the number as 12. 
@). In general a vigorous persecution of all those 
who agitate in favour of separation. 
Be. I was unable to accept your views and as the 
matter is one of far-reaching importance, we agreed to 
refer it to the Council of Ministers in accordance with 
the normal procedure. 
I wish to record my views on paper for the 
information of Their Excellencies and to comment both 
on the general situation and on the actual steps which 
you propose to take. : 
3. To deal with the general situation first, it is 
obvious that the 'Iraq Government, in deciding its 
policy, must look not only to the present but also to 
conditions which will exist after 1932. It must decide 
whether it intends to try and rule the Kurdish liwas 
in the fact of opposition from its inhabitants or with 
their 


/O7 


=2- 
their goodwill. If the former, it must consider 
whether it will have the necessary strength to keep 
them in order and whether it is in the best interests 
of Iraq that a considerable portion of the country 
should be permanently discontented, if not actually in 
open revolt. 
4. In conversation with Your Excellency, I have seen 
that there is a profound difference of opinion between 
us regarding the possibilities of trouble in the Kurdish 
liwas and the strength of national feeling. Your 
Excellency considers that the present movement is the 
work of a few agitators and that if these are suppressed 
the movement will collapse. You think that even if the 
people rise against the Government, the ‘Iraq Army will 
be able to defeat them with ease. You have mentioned to 
me how in Turkish times an ill-found Turkish regiment 
with a couple of guns would go out and deal summarily 
with refactory tribes. Your contempt of the ability 
of the Kurds to oppose the 'Iraq Government is the 
foundation of your policy and you regard as weakness 
any tendency to deal gently with them. I trust that 
I have accurately represented your attitude; it is 
what I have understood in conversation. 
5. If your opistion of the strength of the Kurds is 
correct their question will undouktedly be greatly 
simplified. I regret to say, however, that I strongly 
disagree with it and consider that any policy based on 
such a premise will lead to disaster. I am of the 
opinion that the existing forces - British and ‘Iraqi - 
would have difficulty in dealing with any serious 
Kurdish rising and that after 1932 the ‘Iraq Army at 
its present strength would be unequal to the task. Even 


it 
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if this is an exaggeration, the drain of expensive 
operations and of keeping a large and permanent garrison 
in the Kurdish liwas would be almost too great for the 
‘Iraq Government. My opinion is based on the operations 
which took place in Sulaimani some years ago and on the 
opinion of every British Officer and Official with whom 
I have discussed the question. 

Your Excellency will therefore see that we approach 
the question from opposite angles - you from the point 
of view that there is nothing to fear from the Kurds -- 
I in the belief that they are capable of causing 
Government the gravest embarrassment. In this belief 
I have from the beginning advocated the adoption by 
Government of a policy which would fulfill the spirit 
of the pledges which have from time to time been given to 
the Kurds and be accepted not only by reasonably 
minded Kurds but anyone who has any knowledge of the 
Kurdish question. 

I have always been apprehensive of trouble but if 
it is to come, I wish the right to be on the side of the 
‘Iraq Government and not as the result of justifiable 
grievances on the side of the Kurds. The fact that so 
many measures have to be taken four years after the 
pledges were given shows that the 'Iraq Government is 
open to ctiticism for its@athy in the past. 

6. We have now reached a critical stage and in my 
opinion the Government should consider its every action 
with the greatest care and should take no step without 
weighing its probable consequences. I know that Your 
Excellency is angry with the Sulaimani leaders but - I 
know also that you will not agree with me - Government 


is not entirely free from blame in this matter. When 


Nuri 
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Nuri Pasha came into power he created a very good effect 
by announcing that the 'Iraq Government intended to 
publish a Language Law and to fulfil the other pledges 
which had been made to the Kurds and spontaneous 
telegrams of thanks were sent from Sulaimani. This 
good effect was considerably spoilt by his announcement 
shortly afterwards that language and not /race would 
in future be the test of employment and when nothing 
was done to implement the promises and the Treaty was 
published without any mention of Kurdish rights, the 
Kurdish leaders began to lose faith and to band together. 
If HeE.the Acting Prime Minister had been able to go to 
Sulaimani at that time he would have caught the leaders 
unprepared but unfortunately we spent weeks wrangling 
about what should be given to the Kurds and they had 
time to marshal their forces. I pointed out some months 
ago the danger of delaying and I regret that my very 
moderate proposals were not accepted at the time. 
V. It is, however, of no advantage to think of what 
might have been done. What the Government has to 
consider is its presents and future policy and to decide 
in the first place whether it is better to try and 
Suppress the Kurdish leaders or to try per win them 
back to the position where they were at the time that 
Nuri Pasha made his first announcement. For the reasons 
which I have already given, I think that the latter 
policy is the only one to follow. It will be difficult 
but I think that the attempt should be made. The first 
step is to put into effect the promises contained in 
the Government programme and to give them publicity. I 


refer 
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refer in particular to the matters mentioned in the 
draft Language Law which H.E.the Acting Prime Minister 
annéunced would, so far as is possible, be immediately 
implemented. The Assistant to the Director General of 
Administration should be appointed without delay, the 
Translation Bureau started and any other promises 
carried out. I also recommend that Mutasarrifs should 
be instructed to use their personal influence with the 
chief Kurds in their liwas to persuade them that the 
Government programme is in their best interests and 
adequately protects their rights. To do this it is 
essential that the terms of the draft Local Language 
Law be made generally known. It is the most important 
concession which the Government is making and should be 
used.. The Mutasarrifs of Kirkuk and Arbil by keeping 
in close and friendly touch with the local Kurdish chiefs 
should try and prevent them being influenced by propaganda 
from Sulaimani, the Mutasarrif Sulaimani while endeavouring 
to bring the local chiefs to a more reasonable frame of 
mind should warn them that their petition has been 
forwarded to the League of Nations and th they must 
keep quiet pending a reply. when the reply arrives - 
and assuming it is in the sense desired by the 'Iraq 
Government ~ further efforts should be made to persuade 
the leaders that it is in their interests to accept it 
and cooperate with the Government. Probably it will be 
necessary to grant a few more concessions but they should 
not conflict with the Government policy of non-separation 
or be of a nature which indicates weakness. 
8. If all these measures of conciliation fail, 
Government will have to assert itself and suppress any 


further 
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further movement for separation. It will be in a much 
stronger position to do so.for its policy towards the 
Kurds will have been approved by H-B.M's Government and the 
League and it will have shown patience and statesmanship. 
No one can deny the right of a Government to g@vern. It is 
hoped also that these factors will have an effect on the’ 
more moderate Kurds and localize any trouble. I sincerely 
hope that repressive measures will not have to be taken 
even if successful they will leave the Kurds sullen and 
discontended and they provide no solution for the future. 
But if the extreme leaders persist in their views after 
the reply of the League arrives, I think there is no 
alternative. 
9. My comments on the steps you propose to take, as 
enumerated above, are as follows:- 
(a)e If Ahmad Beg ibn Tawfiq Beg accepts, the question 
of Mutasarrif is settled. 

It has been agreed that Tawfiq Yahbi Beg will not 
be officially transferred until his suscessor is appointed. 
(bo). I consider it unwise from the administrative point 
of view to change the Mutasarrif and Commandant of Police 
at the same time more especially as the Inspecting 
Officer of Police, Mr. Sheppard, has just gone on leave. 
Murad Beg is an official who is looking forward to a 
pension from the iran Government and I do not believe 
that he is failing in his duty as a Government servant. 

I would regard his replacement by a Kurdish 
speaking Arab as a serious mistake. We have justified 
the new policy of making language and not race the test 
of employment on the grounds that it is in the best 
interests of the Kurds but it must not be forgotten that 

it 
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it is a breach of the pledge given by the late Abdul 
Muksin Beg. The Kurds are very suspicious about this and 

I think that Government will be well advised not to 
implement it until the draft Local Language Lawhas been 
passed by Parliament and the situation is easier. 

(c). I do not think there should be any changes in 
Qaimmaqams and MudiBs beyond the normal routine until after 
the reply of the League is received. 

(ad) and (e). I have endeavoured to point out the advantages 
of not taking action against the Sulaimani leaders. The 
disadvantages are that the League and probably H.B.M's 
Government will be antagonized by such precipitate action 
and that the issue will definitely be joined with the Kurds 
before proper efforts have been made to settle the question 
peacefully. 

It is my conviction that the arrest of the Sulaimani 
leaders would draw all moderate minded Kurds into the 
extreme camp and lead to widespread trouble in the Kurdish 
liwas. Any hopes of a peaceful solution would then 
disappear and the 'Iraq Government would be faced with the 
prospect of permanent hostility and opposition. 

10. I must apologize for the length of this Memo 

but I think I am justified by the importance of the object. 

If the Council of Ministers will adopt a generous and 

friendly attitude, I still have hopes of saving the situation. 

If, however, the Ministers agree with Your Excellency that 

it is possible to ride roughshode over the Kurds with 

impunity I can only record my opinion of profound disagreemen 
I am sending a copy of this Memo to Their 

Excellenctes the acting High Commissioner and Acting Prime 


Minister. 


Sd. K- Cornwallis, . 


Adviser 
Ministsy of the Interior. 
18. 8.30. 


iM. I. 


Minietry of the Interior 





*Trag. 
Baghdad. 19th August, 1930. 
ery Secret. HovS.4.510; 
To. ; 
The Administrative Inspector, Sule imani. 
, * Kirkuk & arbil. 
R ® Mosul. 


t as 

I forward = copy of a Note which I have 
written to the Minister on Kurdish policy. Until 
further notice: you should follow the line of policy 
laid down in this Note and. do your best to calm 
these turbulent.Kurds. 4s you will see I have 
recommended a policy of coneiliation in the hope - 
possibly riew a vain one.- that the Kurdish leaders 
af Sulaimani may. still be persuaded to act reasonably. 
I am sure that: personal influence is very important 
and it should be exerted to the full especially at 
Sulaimani where it is most needed. 

The published programe of the Government 
differs but little from that draw up by us all some 
months ago as satisfactory to legitimate Kurdish 
aspirations. end you should work to get. it accepted. 
It is important that the Sulaimani attituie should not 
spread to the other liwas ani the Mministrative 
Inspectors of Suldimani’ and Arbil showld do their 
best to isolate it. I am very much afraid that the 
Sulaimani leaders will be foolish anf force the 
Government into:a pos ition where it is bound to take 
action against them. There are certain people here 
who Would not be sorry to take advantage of such a 

i ie bi pcamscmeieetaee ‘Inspector, gol ok 


Bee 4g fe ae fa Seat 


Ae cepuhler 


ateuld - ‘impress on | the Sule imani leaders with all 


possible ‘emphasis that. they must wait quietly for the 
decision of the League’ and that they will only be harn- 
ing themselves by actions which the Government cannot 
ignore. : 

I am fully aware of the suapic ion with 
which the Kurds regard the Arabs of Baghdad. My Note 
to the Minister shows - if proof were needed - that 
their suspicion ia not without foundation but just as 
is it your jeb to see that the Kurds act reasonably, 
so it is ours to prevent the ‘Iraq Goverment fron 


taking a course which will only lead to disaster. We 


have all agreed onthe concessions which should be 


made and our view has been secepted by H.B.il's Govern- 


ment.. We mast keep ‘to: that and try ba make both 


; Arabs and: Kard's ad sens ‘idly. © 


: Please. “keep. me informed regia 0 on the 


situation. 


“(se ktebanllis, 
“Miner, Minintry of’ Ae lntebiog: 





E. the High Camicsioner, 
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PARAPHRASE . 
TELEGRAM from the, Acting High Commissioner of iraq to the wi O 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Gere 21st August Received Colonial Office 10.13.a.m, 21st 
August, 1930.) 

No. 387. Be 4 

My confidential despatch dated the 20th August which is 

contained in Air Mail August 21st covers a draft of the reply 
to the Sulimaniyah petitioners upon which I should be glad to 
have your instructions by telegraph as it is urgent thot they 


should be answered as soon as possible, 


cov’ ie et Biz 2bfofre 


* 


Cy 


“— 





Yon we 


PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner 
for Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 22nd August . 
(Received, Colonial Office, 7.35 p.m., 22nd August, 1930). 


C 


No.390. Refarence my telegram No. 387 of 21st August. 





The draft reply was discussed this morning 
with Regent Acting Prime Minister, Minister of the 
Interior and Cornwallis. ‘he Goverment of Iraq desires 
the addition of a sentence to the effect that disciplinary 
action will be taken in the event of any further pro- 
Kurdish activities during the period that will elapse 
before a reply is received. I can see no harm in this 
addition provided that it is clearly understood (1) 

| that no action is taken in consequence of anything which 
has been done prior to the receipt by the signatories 
of my reply and (2) that in any case no disciplinary 
or punitive action is taken without the Acting High 
Commissioner's prior concurrence. This they are 
prepared to accept. 


No" 
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® Kurdish petition to League of Nations. 





& Note for Mr. Lloyd, Colonial Office, on Colonial Office 
FZ letter No. 78315/30 of August 29, 1930. 





It is proposed to add at the end of Major Young's draft 
reply to the petitioners the following sentence: "If, however, 
“subversise activities continue during the period that will 
"elapse before a reply is received from the Council of the 
"League of Nations, the Iraq Government will have no option 
"but to take disciplinary action against the offenders in the 
"interests of the preservation of internal security and public 
"order". 

‘This addition (in which the Foreign Office concur) seems to 
render unnecessary the penultimate sentence of the draft as it 
now stands ("His Excellency directs me to make it clear to you 
"that it is only in view of the very exceptional circumstances, 
"and of the impression under which you appear to be labouring, 
"that the Iraqi Government have acquiesced, in full accord with 
"His Britannic Majesty's Government, in what they regard as 
“improper and subversive activities on the part of yourself ana 
“your fellow-signatories"). The accusation of "subversive 


"activities", however well-founded, does not seem to be in 


Place in a letter acknowledging a Petition *%° be forwarded 
to 


Cy 
S S 


to the League of Nations; and it looks rather as if the 
presentation of the petition itself were being referred to 
as a "subversive activity". Would it be possible to have 
this sentence omitted ? 

Otherwise, Foreign Office concur in the draft telegram 


to Bagdad. nem te | 


September 1, 1930. 


4 


86. Ai 
(For concurrence of F.0.) fh 


Hall 27/8 
=. Williams 28 at once. be 
Mr. Lloyd 1/9/30 (see minute) 
oon e835 /20, Mee Lieve 2.9.80 at once, 
) Perayhrass Telegram from the Seoretary of State for ths 
» Coloniss to the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq. 
Copies to F.0. and A.M. {Sent 6.0 p.m. 2nd September, 1920.) 


Lff. ceonn i 
No. 333. Important. Your despatch of 20th Auguat i 


Confidential and telegrams Nos. 397 and 390. Kurdish petition. 
1, Wording of penultimate santence of draft reply to 
vatitioners enclosed in your deavatch might leave imorsssion 
thet accusabion of subversive aotivitiss in past waa intended 
as indirect reference to ection of petitioners in addressing 
League of Nations cireat. Sny such impression would have 
unfortunate effect at Geneva aliould your reply te petitioners 
ever come to notice there. 1 consider therefore that 
thie sentenos should he omitted from reply. ovubject to ite 
omission and on the understandings indicated in your 
telsaram No. 390 1 approve draft reply and additional sentence 
proposed in your telegran No. 390 provided latter ia rewordsd 
on following lines to make it clear thet disciplinary action 
contomelatad by Iraq Government, would be undertaken for the 
purpose of preserving public order, Sentencs should follow 
immediately after last sentences of draft revly enclossd in 
your desvatch under reference. Begins.“i?, however, subversive 
activities continue during the period thet will elapas 
before a reviy is recoived from the Council of the League of 
Nations, the Iraq Government will have no option tut to take 
disciplinary setion egains, the offendera in tha interaste 
of the vrenervation of internal security and publis order”. 
Ends. : 
2. It apvears from your desprtch, and from Cornwallis’s 


memo Tandun 


64 


memorandua in particular that there is reason to doubt 
whether Iraq Government will in fect, fully implemat their 
vledyss to the Kurds, end give full effect to published 
Kurdish policy. Before definitely associsting themselves 
therefore, with Iraq Government's observations on the 
Kurdish netition His lajesty's Government would wish to have 
concrete evidence of Iraq Government's intsntions, such aa 
would be suoplied hy vublicetion of draft Language Lew. 
Com<unicetion of vetiticn to the League of Unti:ns will 
in the meantime ba postnoned 

‘I therefore sug; est that imaediately upon arrival 
of Nuri Pasha in iraq you should prass him, (a) to authorise 


wublicetion of Lengurge Law, (b) to eliminate prasant opoosi tigl 


in his Uabinet to publishat Kurdish rolicy of his 
Government, end (c) to teke immediate stepa to put that. 
~olicy into full effect. You should explain te him that 
iis Lejesty's Government will not be in a position until 
this has been done to assocints themselves officially with 
the yiew that tha Irag Goverrment are carrying out their 
cledges to the Kurds, or to satisfy the League of Nations that 
in effact thie is being done. 

You should veport result of your revresentations to 
Nuri Pashs, by telegraph. 


~ Extract from Intelligence Report No. 16 As JP 


Gated the Ath August 1930 po 
| “1g 
*@. x x x x 
Kurdistan 
196 On mnly 290h a party of six men of the ‘Iraq Army 


were fired on by Kurds near Kaolos between Sulaimani and 
Penjwin. One was killed; one is missing, believed killed, 
and two were wounded. The men were returning to the 'Iraq 
Army camp at Penjwin after “eqnorting two )Iraqi officersto 
te road head. Enquiries age being prosecuted and it is 
not yet known what significance if any is to be attached to 
the incident. _ ; 

Madhbatahs addressed to everyone in authorify 
in 'Iraq and out of it continue. to pour in from the Kurdish 
districts. If the 'Iraq Government had taken: the advice 
given to them as long ago as last April, they would have ¥ 
anticipated this agitation and countered it in advance. It 
remains to be seen whégher the steps which they were then & 
advised to take, and of which they have at last seen the 
necessity, will be sufficient to satisfy the Kurdish elements. 


“  wegaa7. “ofttee of the Counei1 ef uinteters, > | 
‘ia “1950 in 


semana fo ALS ee TS 25, Sot 
“eerie “eee 


HIGH Souiicacace es 
FOR IRAQ, wonreo E7a( 
Dear Kajer Young, : 3 


: ferveird to Tour Rustitoney the eneleond copy of 8 
Selegran dated tnd August, 1050, vecsived from the ‘rvaq 
hegation at Angera, and request to be aoquainted with yous 
views on it, : 


Please acest ets., % Ks 


Youre sincerely, 
(84, ) Ta' far al-'Askari,. 


Le Majer 3.¥. Young, @.M.Ga, D.8,0., 
B.D. M*s Asting Nigh Cemulesgener fer *Zraa, 
Daanded, 


az. 
S. &, 


bo™" 


Pranslation of tHyen Legation ot Angers telngsen dated ana 
August, 1050, to the Ministry for Yoréign Affairs, Baghésd, 

‘ ply eh 

' have pocoived a strongly worded nete from the 
furkieh Minister fer Yereign Affaire abent the aggression 
of the Hevyug and ether tribes en the Turkish frentier, the 
Turke allege that thie sgereesiqn has taken place with the 
pern{esien and assistance of ‘Tvaq and that it 4s caleulated 
te disturd geod velatgens, They ash that an, 60d shoul be 
pat te thie and request an early reply. : 

_ 3 watenetand that the Turke fives vetarsed Ane British 

aubasseder in Tavkey, whe advieed then te vefer to tive, 
Meakl 1 tranemit the full text ef the nate by telegran ? 
Reply by tolegran, 





/ OK ee Ce 

‘ cape TOD SPATOH Stel 1)” exo LAs 
ENGLOS IR 676/30 
z os i) 


. IRAQ, DATED 2 ee 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FO Acts 
’ 3 sate P.O. 176, Seeretariat of HsE. the Righ 


Commiseioner for ‘Iraq, 
Baghdad, dated 6th. August, 1930. 


My dear Prime Kinister, 

Major Yeung directs me to reply to Your 
Rxcellency's letter lo. 2271 dated the 4th of August, 
1930, eclosing a copy of a telegram from the ‘Iraq 
lagation at Angora regarding affaires on the 'Iraq- 
Tarkich frontier. His Escellensy suggests that Your 
Excellemoy sheuld reply to the Turkish representations 
that the ‘Iraq Goverment categorically disoleis having 
given any support whatever to Kurdish movenents against 
the Turkish Governuent: thet every offert is mate to 
control the tribes on the frentier but, of the Turkich 
Geverrmment sre oware, it ie not always easy te do this; 
that the Turkish Goverment may rest assured that any 
tendency towards separatist nationslian on the part ef 
Karédish tribes in ‘Iraq in being actively discouraged; 
and that the policy of the ‘Iraq Ceverment is that they 
should settle down ae geod ‘Iragie and net ebarrase 
either their own or neighbouring Geverments. 


Yours einserely, 


(3.4 C. ynpson. 


pee 2 oP ge Soepisl oP ilatotere, 


yg3is x 





We, 2588, Office of the Council of Ministers, 
Raghéed; Bth August, 1930, 


ENCLOSURE TO ESP ETols. ieebdliess FO 


“HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR IRAQ, DATED Jo 


a r forward te yeu the enclesed copy eof Counes2 of 
Ministers' resolution adepted — eutherdotne Your 
question cencerning the Reeal Languages Law which may be 
adédreceed to then in the course of their teur in the 
eouiba area, 


Please accept etc, 
Youre sineerely, 
(84,) Jatfar al~' Askari, 


Bie Bucollency Majer Hubert Yeung, ©,M.G,, D,8,0., 
Hie Britannic Majesty's Acting High Oemmissiencr fer *Iveq | 


Dachind | 


In pureuance of the contents of Adting Rais of the 
Reyel Diwan's letter Weo,342 dated 6th August, 1930, the 
Couneil of Ministers resolved as fellews teday :~ 

“The Council ef Ministers ean see ne haym in H,3, the 
Acting High Commiseiener er ene of the Ministers replying 
te questions that may be addressed te him on the subject of 
the Local Languages Law", | 


(84,) Kavim Beffi, 
for Secretary to the Céwnedl of Kinisten 


6th August, 1930, 


ENCLOSURE TO eT eee 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR etme Te 0. 





I fexeapd te you haveutin, for infomation, eopy of 
our Leviny Ho, 08 dated Vib ingust, 1950, aAdreseed te He, 


Sh hee Neegen Wiehe iomnenr te Sete jusieseny 


(ets) ‘Abdel tain alaeietion, 
ie Aetine Minganon fer Pereten At fabeny 


Gepy ter 
the Seevetariat, The Residency, reference snety Letter 
Me, P,O0/ALT6 dated Oth august, 1080, 


| Rraeation of Lette ReLHEOD: Gated 4/0tm anmuat, 198; fren 


the "3760 avting Ripsoter foo Vexolen Affaive te the turkish 
uinteter Pivaipetentiary, Bagnénd, ste 

3 Geesoeoey 
soi, en ‘sel 

@m the Rnd August, 1020, the ‘req Covernmmt ees 
received, through their Iagation in Anger, « note fram the 
Turkith Rinistry far Foreign Affeive, alieging that envtein 
mevenents undertaken by the Revkd tribe on the 'Ireqvfurkiah 
freutiawy hove teken plese with the Knevladge ov the pemmiseion 

of the ‘apne Goverment, and etating that they therefore ask 
thet Ge Gnrly tad should be wat te these offeiyn, . gen a 

1 have the heneur te oututt to Tour Rephienp, for 
Sommmication to the Ministsy fer Yercign Affatsn,angem, at 

arkieet opportunity, thet the ‘ivel Government Mfinitely 
erute (1Atenaliy: sequst themselves of) aay albepstion tans 
thay quscurage ar wgheld in unymsner the Kurdish movoumt | 
agaiast the Turkish: Goverment, and they connst hal expressing 
theie aotendchnent ot euch idm finding ite my fate the 
(rand. 8) the pavetenens ef Wh Covidien Rowe, 

Ee Whew of thety fim dante te ctasegtion thy nehnthons 
of bom vedsinage, the ‘une Goverment ave exerting every 
eftent to held the tides 4n'dheok on the frontier, in spite 
OF tl CAPELENA Lee wndedy. gy the Goverament thems 
Sanne muct qeelion ave Nougl t9y T oun comare the Marlin 
fevemment thet the ‘lve Severmmnt axe endewrewring pffes- 
 Aively te aqppenss ouy vepethitist movenent that styl te. 
etteusted by tae Wuréich teben when ft Se the entnbitiond 
Sehkeg of The ‘Ive Government te sottic "within tee *Ive4 
ostenemanne” (VP) without snetr (the tribes) quunting ey 
sabesmasmmeats fer then ov for the & abrviemente, 

‘Piping that Tony Mnseiieney ‘mn ‘bent, eulaaniry for the 
trnanteeten of tho '200q Covenant’ s reply to 1.2, the: 
‘MAnbeter for Vordtgn AFiArE Angomn 3 have the nonce, 
\ aa se Rete: ‘wee tee , 





Pua 
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TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner of Iraq to the 
Secretary of State forthe Colonies. 
Dated 6th September, 1930, 

(Received Colonial Office 4.53 p.m. 6th September, 19300 
Important. 
No, 411. 

Election riots occurred in Sulaimani town this 
morning. Police were unable to control the ricters and 
Iraq arny troope were therefore called out by local 
autvorities. One goldier was shot dead by rioters whereupon 
th: troops apened fire. Casualties amongst the troops, police 
eid Tioters estimated a: 20 including six killed. Situation in 
jUlaimani town though still disquieting is how in hand and 
Administrative inspector who is Acting Mutesarrif is proceeding 
to arrest Kurdish instigntor of riot. I concur in his 
action. Air Office; Camianding igs sending air reconnaissance 
over Sulaimani district with object of discouraging any 
tribesmen from proczeding to Sulaimani. Cornwallis is 
arranging for cor<:ct acesunt of incidents to be telegraphed 
40 all telegraph o’fices in Suleimani Liwa to counteract 
dissemination of wild rumours. 





RECKIVED 
c8sEP 1980 





+t TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner of Iraq to 


the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 7th September, 1930. 
(Received Colonial Office 1.47 p.m. 7th September, 1930) 


Important. 

No. 412. My telegram No. 411. Following is revised 
list of casualties in Sulaimani riots; Iraq army 1 killed . 
4 wounded .. Police 9 wounded. Kurdish rioters 13 killed 

16 wounded. : 

10 Kurdish rioters leaders have been arrested at 
Sulaimani and removed to Kirkuk, Sulaimani town is 
reported to be quite quiet this morning. Royal Air Force 
are continuing air reconnaissances over Sulaimani district. 





PARAL EGRAM ffom the Acting High Commissioner of Iraq to the 
é. Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 8th September, 1930. 
(Received Colonial Office 9,58 p.m. 8th September, 1930) 
No. 414, 
oS . Reference your telegram No. 333 of the 2nd of September. 
1. The Acting Prime Minister concurred in the amended 
reply.which was sent to the Signatories on the Sth of 
September. 
2. Nuri Pasha arrived on the 6th of September after the 
news of the Sulimaniyeh riot reported in my telegram No. 411 
had reached Baghdad. I have not acted on instructions 
[ contained in latter part of your telegram in view of the new 
q situation thus created. Apart fram the fact that the Government 
at sent 
of Iraq are not in the mood/to™ consider concession to Kurds, 
I consider that any concession, such as the publication of 
the Language Law, at this juncture would be considered by 
the Kurds to be the result of the violent tactics adopted 
at Sulaimani. For the time being, I propose to confine 
myself if you agree, to ensuring that justice is done to 
_ those who have been arrested as the instigators of the riot 
and to impressing on the Government of Iraq that the riot 
at Sulaimani must not affect the general policy of conciliation. 


Ge ee oe 
ge 





CONFIDENTIAL. 


The Residency, Ug 


Baghdad, 3 —Septerber, 1930, 


My Lord, 


I have the honour to refer to Major Young's 

Ss Confidential despatch dated the 20th of August, 1930, 
7 forwarding a petition addressed to the Secretary 

General of the League of Nations by certain Kurds of 

Sulaimani and to transmit in original, together with 

an English translation, a further petition addressed 
to the President of the League of Nations by the 
chiefs of the Dauda Tribe, a Kurdish tribe of the 


Kirkuk Liwa, for such action as Your Lordship may 


think fit. 
RA 
S 
fg I have the honour to be, 
> with the highest respect, 


Your Lordship's most obedient, 
humble servant, 





ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR ‘IRAQ, 


The Right Hon'ble 
Lord Passfield, P.C., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, London, S, W. 1 


To 


Through: 


Sir, 





The President of the League of ra tae ae 


“His Excellency 


‘the High Commissioner for 'Iraq. 


“We, Chiefs of the Kurdish Dauda Tribe and inhabitants of 


Kirkuk Liwa, beg to submit our following demands to Your 


Excellency, 


1, 


Rif'at Begi Isinail Beg, one of the Dauda chiefs, had 

some time ago sent a telegram extirea sine tid allegiance 
and support of the Government of 'Irag. We wish to point 
out that we, the other chiefs of Dauda, did not approve 
of. his telegfam and we still do not endorse it, Most 
probably he himself was prevailed upon by the authorities 


of Kirkuk to take that step. 


As Kurds we are attached to them from the sentimental, 


lingual.and racial points of view and we have been 
living in these regions from time immemorial, We are, 
however, subject. to a pitiless anc ruthless treatment 

of all ‘the Arab and Turcuman Government officials of 
Kirkuk Lie who treat us the same way as they would 
treat aliens, «It is begred that we may be spared these 
oppressive methods and that you may no longer leave us 
subject to injustice, or sacrifice.a sweeping majority 
for the gake of. & small minority, 


We strongly support the Kurdish demands, specially those 


ef the Sulaimania Liwa, ‘In accordance with the promises 


of the League of Nations made in 1925, we insist on the 
formation of a Kurdish State under the Mandate of the 


League | 


YeCney ab least escape“ 





_ Heiman Kinad. 





League of Nations, so that the |future Kurdikh generations 





he oppressions to which we are now 


exposed, 


24 


On this: occasion :we would like to enumerate the injustice 


to which we have beén sub jected, assuring Your Exeellency 
that what we say is the undoubted truth: - 

Since its establishment, the Government of |! es 
has invariably appointed officials in the Kirkuk Liwa from 
non-Kurdish elements, Owing to the enmity that exists 


between us and the Turks, the Government of 'Iraq has 


» BlWays seen, that Tureunan officials occupy the different 


Departments of Rirkuk Liwa, These officials do us every 


injustice: they impone. on us siorbitant sheep and. crops 


taxes, In brief, we have been under their continual 


tyranny and despotism, so mucti so that we have not. been 
able: recently, to aopeen inate our grievances to Your Bxcel- 
lency BeLegrashicsdty ‘tron Kirkuk, S5a¥ahiyah and Tuz- 
Khurme tu,” ‘peeause nda not’ sure against the “Postal and 
Felderacn officiais, These officials have lately restrice 
ted our freedom of action by all- means in their power, , 


We beg to state that unless you investigate our position 


and enforce” the Tec émmenda tions of the League of Mations 


-in our respect, we. shel be: constrained to migrate from 


‘Traq and seek somewhere ele, where we can live more 


freely and bec ome safe. aeeinet oppression, 


In conclusion, ere most werehy and sincerely demand — 


our national rtehbays, 80 that we may be able to establish 


@ free and. just. hone wherein we can: live peacefully and 


securely, ” Aja eR Toca eeu | 


Please condeseend tor accept “our profound respects, 





Anmad Aghai Hama Agra. « 
-Nemiq Aghai Qadir Arha, 







Al4. Aghai Mistere he..." 
reahim Aghad mannae Os 


ttle’ 


7 ia 
Ppp SPIT ay 
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ue 9 ff 
Sot ~ uy 


Sir G. Grindle. 
For Mr.Lloyd's signature. 
Permt. U.S. of S. 

Parly. U.S. of S. 


Secretary of State. Downing Street, 


DRAFT. Cums - Oe [> Septenber, 1950. 


Dear Rendel, 
G. W. Rendel Esq., 
Please refer to C.0. 


Foreign Office. 


printed letter No.78315/30 


of the 9th of September giving 





a cover to oe of telegrams 
| Nos.411 and 412 from Iraq 
about the Kurdish riots. 
I enclose copy of a 


further telegram on the 





Kurdish question from the 
A/H.Cr., together with 
(ag) copy of a despatch containing 
Gy lt pO ue : 
| Ge ake ton ee : | 


ae 





and fe, 3 
e-rdetker Kurdish petition to the 

‘i nD } t 
League of Nations. I enclose also Cal 


fnw a 
copy of & draft/ telegram which, 
subject to Foreign Office concurrence, 
we propose to send in reply. lute yan pum 


du ae Kens <7 fmes prurm hha whulte, Fo, erren & he Naf 


tin eg , 
*% (say P| ke UCeyd - 


TRAP? TELEGRAM. 


G6 


Your telegrau No. 414. His;c. 


~ he 


Majeety's Government appreciate 
that any imuediate concessions to 
Kurda might have the appearance of 
weakness ané are prepared to defer 
their cissbentiiied on Kurdish 
petition of 26th July until, sey, 
the middle of October, by which 
time it should be gubsailibe for 
Ireq Government to put their 
published Kurdish policy into: 
effect without giving appearance 
of yielding to rioters. P : 

2. Unless you oe cebing 
objeetion you should, at firet 
favourable opportunity, explein to 
Nrui that, before recent riots at 
Suleimeni, you had received 


inatruotions oontaingd in a 
penul tigate... 


Stl UE 
é Ps 





YT 


penultimate paragraph cf my telegran 
No. 333 and should inform him that 
His Majesty's cnivinain aiiate to 
the views there expressed but 
recognise that riote may make it 
inadvisable for rrag Government to 
take action immediately. The 
observations of His Majesty's 
Government on ‘eisttat petition must 
be sent to Geneva in middle of next 
month and they txyet that by then 
Iraq Government will have taken such 
ection as will enable them to inform 
League of Nations that pledges to 
Kurds are being carried out. if” 
Hie Majesty's Governuent are forced 
to abetain from associating thenselw 
with Iraq Government in this matter 
effect at Geneve would be most 
unfortunate. 

3}. I thoroughly encoree the 


proposal 


KY 


yg 


proposal in the last paragraph of 
your telegram No. 414 and truet 
tnat| you will be euocessful in your 
revre)\-ntations to Iraq Government. 
ae yeu should obtein comuente 

“of Iraq Qoverment on petition 
enclosed Ai your despatoh of 5ré 
September coy tfidenssel Be If you 
think it deeis\ibie to @o so you 
may withhold “ait of signatories 

\ 


of petition when o\ ‘mmunicat ing 


its subdetance to tha\\ Goverment. 


\\ 





Fihinet- fom Sut llygunce Kefast % y 


‘ 


| 
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203. The Council also at their meeting of 5th August 
adopted the draft Local Languages Law (daragraph 192). 
Tnis draft lav, a copy of which appears as Appendix I to 
this report, ‘ss drafted by the Ministry of Interior in 
close consultation vith the Acting Higi: Commissioner. 

The Council hovever added a provision to their resolu- 
tion aporoving the draft law in these terms "the said 
Graft shall not be published at oresent until the Govern- 
ment decide for its publicetion leter on", 


The Acting High Commissioner on receipt of this 
resolutao:. pointed out to the Acting Prime Minister that 
this proviso looked suspiciously like an attempt to make 
it easier for the Government to sbandon the measure 
later on should they feel disinclined to proceed 7ith it. 
He made it clear that if the resolution meant that he 
vould not be free to give the substance of the draft law 
in revly to cuestions which might be nut to hin in the 
Kurdish districts, he ould feel unable to accompany the 
'Iraq Ministers on their. northern tour. For some hours 
the fate of the tour lay in the balance, but as the resuit 
of pressure from the Palace, the Council held a hurried 
meeting on the 6th August and resolved that they could see 
no objection to the Acting High Comnissioner or a *.inister 
anstrering questions addrevased to them on tie subject of 
the drat Locel Languages Lert. 





hie 





4o 


DRAFT LOCAL LANGUAGES LA*¥, 
Article l. This law shall be called the Local Lenguages , 
Tav, 1950. x 


Article 2, This law shall anoly to the qadhas set out 
Th Articles 3 and 4 of this lar. 


Article 3. The language of the courts shall be Kurdish 
n e following qadhas;- 


(a) Amadiyah ) 

(b) Zakho ) Mosul Liva. 
(c) Zibar ) 

(d) Aqrah ) 

(e) Kol Sanjaq ) 

(f) Ranta ) Arbil Live. 
(g) Ravanduz ) 

(nh) cCAl ) Kirkuk Liwa. 
(1) Chemchemal ) 

(j) Sulaimani ) ‘ 

(k) Malabja ) Sulaimsni Lina. 
(1) Shahr Bazoar ) 


Article 4; The language of the courts may be Arabic, 
fKurd{sh or Turkish in the folloving qadhas:- 


(a) Dohuk ) Mosul Liye; 
(b) Shaikhan ) 

(c) Arbil ) Arbil Liwa. 
(4d) Makhour ) 

(e) Kirkuk ) Kirkuk Liva. 
(f) Kifri ) 


The court shall in each case determine which 
language shall be used. ‘ 


Article 5. An accused person shall in all céses in 
all qadhas have the right 


(a) to be tried in Arabic if Arabic is his mother tongue 
and 


(b) to have the rhole proceedings translated to him 
orally into either Arabic, Kurdish or Turkish and to 
demand a copy of the judgment translated into either 
language and any person may petition any court in the 
above gadhas or any higher court in cituer Arabic, Kurdish 
or Turkish. 


Article 6. In administrative matters except in the case 
of technical services and corres Jondence betveen live 
headquarters and the ministries the language to be used 
shall be Kurdish in the folloving qadhas:- 


4, SS 


Yl 


Amadiy ah 
Aqrah 
Dohuk 
Zakho 
Zibar 


Hiosul Liva. 


ConRoT7M 


3 } 
) ) 
} ) 
) 
) Arbil ) 
)} Nakhmur ) 
) Kot ) Arbil Liwa. 
) Rania ) 
) Ratanduz ) 
) ( 
) ) 
) ) 
) ) 
) ) 


Rome RR 


Chemchemal 
cil 


¥ 
& 
h 
i 
j 
k Kirkuk Liwa. 
2 

Sulaimani 
Halabja 


( 
( 
(m 
(n Sulaimani Liwa. 
(o Shehr Bazoear 


Kurdish or Turkish in the following qadhas:- 


(p) Kirkuk ) Kirkuk Live, 
(q) Kifri ) : 


Article 7. In 4811 primary schools in the qadhas mentioned 
in this Ia the mother tongue of the majority of the 
pupils whether Arabic, Turkish or hurdish shall be the 
languege of instruction, 


_ Article 8. Nothing in this law shall conflict with 
Article 17 of the 'Iraq constitution that the Arabic 
language 29 tiie official language of the State. Any 
person “111 be alloted to communicate with. official 
authorities in the Arabic language and a reply shall be 
given him in the same language. Any communications 
made, hovrever, in a language the use of which is authorised 

_ by Article 6 of this lav shall be accented and shall be - 
replied to in the language in which they are written, 





Article 9. The Ministers of Interior, Justice and 
Education are charged with the execution of this law. 


5. 


42 


I have the honour to make the following statement | 
of the friendly policy which tae ‘Iraq Government propose { 
to pursue in view of their promises to our compatriots and | 
brethren the kurds who constitute an important clement in 
the body politic of the Kingdom of ‘Iraq, I have seen the 
telegrams end petitions submitted by certain individuals 
containing protests against the omission of ull reference 
to the Kurdish question in the treaty which was recently 
signed, 


Without enquiring into tie reasons and motives 
which have led to the submission of these protests, I 
declare to you that the 'Iraq Government are firmly re- 
solved to take into due consideration the promises which 
have already been given by them with the object of 
satisfying the aspirations of our Kurdish brethren, and 
which they propose to act upon not only up to 1932 but 
also after that date, 


“hile most anxious to maintain the policy out- 
lined above, at the same time, the Government of His 
Majesty King Faisal are determined to suppress any tendency 
whatever which is directed against the unity of the ‘Iraq 
State or calculated to cloud the atmosphere or affcct the 
neighbourly relations between them and the two friendly 
Governments of Turkey and Persia, 


The 'Iraq Government also welcome with great 
pleasure and without descrimination between Kurds and 
Arabs the progress of a11 sons of the country provided 
that "Iraqi unity is preserved. It 4s in this spirit 
that the ‘Iraq Government have stepoed forward at every 
stage and have shown their readiness in this behalf. It 
is well known that when we took upon our shoulders the 
responsibility for the administration of affairs, we made 
a public. declaration in which we announced our readiness 

‘to draft a Kurdish language law and put it into applica- 
tion in localities inhabited by Kurdish majorities, 
le have now completed the drafting of this law and we shall 
in any’ case submit it to Parliament at its forthcoming 
session. Meanwhile we have issued orders requiring the 
departments concerned to pursue as far as possible a policy 
consistent. with the spirit of the procedure contemplated 
in the said draft in regard to judicial, administrative 
and educational matters, The Government have also 
appointed an assistant to the Director of the Intcrior, 
with expert knowledge of the affairs of the Kurds in the 
nortiiern liwas, and have established a Translation Bureau 
whose special duty it will be to deal with Kurdish 
correspondence, They have also ap»ointed ean Inspector 
of Education generally to inspect the schools in 
Sulaimani liwa and the Kurdish schools in the Arbil and 
Kirkuk lives. The Government have takenthe necessary 
steps to provide gazetted inspectors and officers of 
police with knowledge of the Kurdish language to be 
employed in Kurdish places. 


I cannot conclude my remarks vithout expressing 
my thanks to His Excellency the Aating High Commissioner 
for accompanying us on this tour, and I seize this 
opportunity to invite His Excellency to express to you 
the views of His Britannic Majesty's Government in this 
connection, in order that you may be fully informed of these 
matters and not be deceived by the utterances of persons whd 
are blind to the real welfare of the Kurdish subjects of His 
Majesty King Faisal and of the ‘Iraq State, and in order 
that you should feel certain that we-are in full agreement 
over the policy which I have just announced to you. 
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I have come round with His Excellency the Acting 
Prime Hinister st the request of the 'Iraq Government in 
order to inake it quite clear to anybody who has any doubt 
on the subject that there is no questiond the British and 
"Iraq Governments pursuing separate volicies in any part 
of ‘Iraq. A treaty has just been signed “hich binds the 
two countries together in a olose alliance for the next 25 
years. This alone should be enough to show that there is 
no difference between them on any important ruestion, L 
see that some of you have been vrotesting to the British 
Government and the League of Nations because there is no 
mention of Kurdistan in the new treaty. As His Excellency 
the Acting Prime Kinister has explained, the reason for 
this was that both governments felt it to be quite un- 
necessary in viey of the fact that the ‘Iraq Government 
has decided to adopt both now and in the future the policy 
which he has just outlined to you. 


From what His Excellency the Acting Prime iiinister 
has just said te you, you vill realise that the 'Iraq 
Government fully appreciate the extent to which they are 
bound as an enlightened government to recognise the fact 
that, for an important part of ‘Iraq, Kurdish and not 
Arabic is the moter language. There is no question of 
a Kurdish child being compelled to take his first 
lessons in any other language than his mother tongue or of 
any Kurd having to defend himself or hear his case tried 
in court in a language which he does not understand. - 
Similarly, the aygoointment of hurdish speaking officials 
in various branches of the Administration at headquarters 
shows that the 'Iraq Government are ready and willing to 
make no distinction whatever between the Kurdish and the 
Arab subjects of His Majesty King Faisal, So far as the 
British Govermient are concerned, they are confident that 
the 'Iraq Government will give full effect to the pledges 
relating to the Kurds which have been given to the League 
of Nations on their behalf by His Britannic Hajesty's 


-Government, and their only interest is to secure the 


establishment of a free and independent ‘Iraq State, 
pound to tiem by ties of gratitude and obligation, and 
menibers with them of the League of Wations, They 7111 
give no countenance whatever to any activities which apdear 
to them to be inconsistent with this policy, such as a 
tendency towards iiurdish separatism, I have seen it 
suggested in certain irresponsible quarters that it is the 
deliberate policy of His Britannic Majesty's Government to 
encourage Kurdish nationalism to the embarrassment not 
only of the 'Iraq Government, but also of their friendly 
neighbours the Turkish and Persian Governinents. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, and anycne who imagines 
that by coming to the High Commissioner or to me, he 

will get any encouragement in such a policy is making a 
great mistske, : 


What both the British and 'Iraq Governments wish 
to see is the peaceful development of a united ‘Iraq in 
which all the differing elements of ‘hich the populetion 
is composed snould set before themselves as their inost 
important aim thet they should be good ‘Iraqis. 
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REOCRIVED 
15SEP 1980 


S ot 
COL.OFFIOE / 
PARAPHRAS: TSLéGRA: from the Acting High Cormissionsr of Iraq 
to te Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
(Dated 1]th September Received Colonia) Office 6. “0. p.m 
Jith September, 1930. ) 






No. 420, 

Your telagram 2nd September. Am sanding by Aix ' ei} 
a sopy of No. 333 Uireular of 8th September iasvad to the 
futesarrifs of Kirkuk, Arbil, Hosul, and Suliveniysh by 
Minister of the Interior, Summary ae follaws:< (1) a copy 
of the draft Language Law is enclosed in order thet ite con 
tants may be circulated to the people without publishing tha 
actual wording. (2?) Instructions ara given for distriiue 
ting the intellirenas of the appointment of an Agej star 
irs ctor Gensra] Administration for Kurdish Afiaivs si the 
institution of a Translation Bureau. | 

(3) The Mutasarrif of Sulaimeni is diragtec to oxech 
al} possible endeavours to assure the people concyrrie) whet 
tha statement which Ja'far Pasha made during his roesrt vinit 
will be carried into effect. 

(4) Tho Petition of the Kurds to the Leawia of fations 
has bean forwarded, 

(5) Directions are given for the Kurds ts bs treate:. 
with kindness so that they may be convinced of good wishes 
of Government. 

I sugeest that this complies in apirit with al] the 
requirements in your telerram and that Iraq Govermmnt cai 
hardly be expeoted to po further in,present circumstances, 


@. 






RECEIVED 
16SEP 1980 , 
cov. OFFIOEY 





PARAPHRASS TELEGRAM from the Acting iligh Conmissionsr for 
Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Coloniss. 


Dated 13th September. 


(Received, Colonial Office, 4.48 p.m., 13th September, 1930). 


bo 





No.423. Reference your telegram No.299 of the llth of 
August further Kurdish petitions acidreased through me to 
League of Netions have been received and I should be 
grateful to receive gensral instructions aa to how to deal 
with them. I8 it essential that all auch petitions should 
be transmitted to the League by H.).Government including 
petitions subnitted by telegraph oz by individuals: If 80 
must the comments of the Government of Iraq be obtained in 
every case? ‘The communication of euch petitions to the Iraq 
Governuent will in my opinion, reavlt in exasperation and 
May strengthen the hands of anti Kurdish extremists. At the 
game time the Goverment of Iraq will have good cause to protest 
if they find thst petitions are exaained by the Pemmanent 
Mandates Commission without having »reviously been referred 
to them. I am advised that the Comission may in any case 
rejact petitions as inadmissible as covering the same ground 
asp the petition which has already been submitted. We ought 
in my opinion to put the brake on the submission of more 
petitions since otherwise every aggrieved individual will 
start sending one in. IJ sugeeat therefore that I should 
inform the Kurdish petitioners thet as the original petition 


has been forwarded no more cen be sent on. This would appear 


to be in accordance with the provisions on e176 of the 1 
Session of the Commission. a 4 
I have not yet communicated to she Goverrment of Trag 


the petition forwarded i di 
ie eter n my deapatch dated 3rd Septenber 


3S Yne- yy 






RECEIVED 
17SEP 1930 
COL.OFFICE 






PRRAPHRASE: TELEGRAM from the Acting High Commissioner of 

Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dated 16th September. 

(Received Colonial Office 9.12 a.m. 16th september ,1930) 

Important. : see Wo GR 

No. 451. Reference my. telegram No. 412 dated the 

ith September. In view of the strong representations 

made by Alban Administrative Inspector of Sulimaniyeh 

I agreed to the elections in that tom being continued. 

The first stage was completed yesterday without incident. 

Complete vindication of Alban. 







Mr.Flood 20.9 at once. 
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78315/30. : 
PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Seoretary of State for the 
PYolonies to the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq. 
(Sent 5.40 p.m., 20th Septamber, 1930). 


i 





No.366. Reference your telegram No.420 of the llth of 

September. Ciroular dated 8th Septembex (of which a copy has 

not yet reached me) may be said to afford prima facie 

evidence of the Iraq Government's intertion to give effect » 

at some later date to their published Kurdish policy. The | 
Permanent Mandates Commission are not likely to be content 

with evidence of this nature unless it can be proved to their 
satisfaction that the present time is inopportune for giving 
effect to & policy to which the Government of Iraq have pledged 
themselves repeatedly. Commission's goodwill is essential 

if Iraq's candidature for admission to League of Nations in 

1932 is to be successful and any adverss comment by the 
Comission on the policy of the Iraq Government towards the Kurds 
Gould not fail to have a prejudicial effect in League circles with 
consequent unfortwmate results in 1932. , 

The question will be further considered when a copy of the 
circular is received but I should be glad if you would in the 
meantime sutmit by despatch at the earliest possible date material 
with which the accredited representative at Geneva could support the 
argument that the Government of Iraq cannot in present circumstances 
be expected to give more practical effect to their pledge to the 
Kurds. 


(1104) Your ae) of 13th of September. All petitions 


f 
Copies /F.0., AWM., 1ff.. 
Niet 


must 


sy | 


as 


must be foryarded to Geneva through H.M.Government the question of 

their admissibility being one fcr the decision of the Commission 

itself. You may use your discretion as regards obtaining 

the Iraq Government's observations but it would seem unnecessary 

to consult them unless the petition raises new points. | shall 

be glad if you will, when forwarding petitions to me, give 

particulars of their signatoriea and say whether they are persons 

of any importance. It would seem desirable that conments of the 

Irso Government on the petition enclosed in your despatch of 3rd 
(96) September Confidential B should be obtained but you may if you 

eo desire withhold the names of the signatories when communi cating 

ite substance to them, deleting of course the mention of the 

Deude tribe at the beginning. 


ye 19b AL 


H.C. F. 54 A, 


Reference to previous correspondence ;— 





Secretary of State’s 
IDENT Highs nt 
7 telegram No,333 of 2-9-30, 


THE RESIDENCY, 


Baghdad, the...., PF weisdaie, 1980, 





I have the honour to transmit to you, for information, copies of 


the papers noted below on the subject of the reply to the Kurdish petition, 


I have the honour to be, 


ne . Sir, 
ae 


YY Your mést obedient, humble servant, 
His Majesty's R, BROOKE-POPHAM, 


Principal Secretary of State 


for the Colonies. 








‘ Date. | Description, Sa 
ei fist 4-9-30, | Letter to the Acting Prime Minister, (No.P.0.199). 
j a: 5-9-30, Letter to Azmi Beg Baban and his fellow signatories, 
eae: Sulaimani, (No, 80.1058), 

6-9-30, Memorandum from the Secretary to the Council of 





Ministers, Baghdad, (No, 2622), 
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__AMMEDIATE. 
vy Special liessenger. } 77 


STG —“NGumaeatouse for'*Ireqe 


Baghdad, a? Septenber ,1930. 


ERCLOSURE TO HIGH COREIC2. 0503 
resPaTeN Cont pp 0-9 £7 
My dear Je’ fer Pasha, 

T om directed to refer to Your Rusellensy’s 
letter No.2483 dated 25th August, 1930, on the subject 
ef the reply which it is proposed to send to the 
signaterios t the Kurdish petition. The wording of 
the reply hae been the subject of telegraphic eorres- 
pondense with His Britannic Majesty's Government the 
concur in ite terms with the exception of the penulti- 
mate sentence which they consider wight leave the 
impression that the accusation of subversive activities 
in the past was intended as an indirect reference to 
the action ef the petitioners in addressing the League 
of Hations direct. Such an impression would have an 
unfortunate effect at Geneva if the reply ever came to 
metice there. His Briteamic iajesty's Government 
consider therefore that thie sentence sheuld be omitted 
from the reply. 

In view, however, of the suggestion put 
forward in the final paragraph of Your Txcellency's 
letter, His Britamic Majesty's Gevernment are prepared 
te agree to the addition to the reply of the folloving 
sentence :- 

“If hewever subversive estivities continue 
during the peried that will elapse before a reply 
ie reseived from the Oounsil of the League of 

Bations, 


. | i7¢ 


De 
“Watione, the ‘Iraq Gevernment will have no 
% option but to take disciplinary action against 
offenders in the interests of the preservation 
of internal security and public order*. 
This addition will be mate to the reply on the clear 
understending that no dieciplinary action is taken by 
the ‘Iraq Government in consequence of anything thet 
may have been Jone before the receipt by the signe- 
tories of the reply and also that no punitive or 
disciplinary action ie in any cane taken without the 
prier concurrence of the Acting ‘ich Comminsioner. 

His Exeellency understands thet Yeur Sxcellencsy 
han already accepted both these conditions in con- 
versation with Major Young, and he would be glad if 

. this could be confirmed by Your Bxsellentyy with the leart 
possible delay in_order that the reply may be issued forthwith, | 

His Wssellency sees no objection to the ouiseion 
of the sentence “and that you will readily acoept 
whatever decision may be taken upon it by the Council 
of the League of Nations” ss Your Emellency suggests. 

Yours sinserely, 


(Sgd.) &. S. i. Sturges. 


His Eusellene 
Je‘ fer al ‘Askari, C.U.G. 
Aetinz President ef the Council of Ministers, 
laghdeds 
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S008 
Hee { & ove 
O19 tecretarint of 8.%., the High 


Baghdad, S “teptenber, 1930. 


Tore 
: Agni Beg Baben ant 
his fellew signatories, 
SULAIMAN. 
Sir, 


I om diractad to inform you thet the petitien 
addressed by yeu to the Seoratary General ef the Ceuncil 
of the Yaague of Hations, shich wae forwarded to His 
Recellensy the Acting High Cawninniencr with your letter 
of the 3rd Avguat, wae aubaitted to the ‘Iraq Gevernment 
for comment immatiately upon hie return to Baghdad and 
hae now been duly tranenitte? to the Searetary of State 
for the Golonice by the afr meil which left Baghdad on 
the 2ist august. 

In trenenitting the petition His ‘xcellenty hes 
made it alear to the Secratary of State, in secordante 
with your request, thet you and your fellow signateries 
were not eatinfied with the statements of policy wtleh 
were subsequently node by Wis Busellency the Acting 
Prime Minister and Hie Excellency the doting High 
Comiesioner on the 1164 auguet at Sulaimani, since yeu 
were under the impression that the Couneil of the League 
had desided that, om the teraination of the ‘Iraq man- 
date, seme spetial regine vould be established for the 
Kurdish inhabitants ef ‘Iraqe 1 om to teke this 


oppertuni ty 


2. 
epportunity of confirming what His "xeellency told you 
at Suleimani, that so far as he ie aware no ewh 
decision hes ever been taken. 

Hie Excellency is confident that yeu will 
now quietly await the rely to your petition. If, 
however, subvernive activities continue during the 
period that will elapse before a reply is received 
from the Council of the League of Nations, the ‘Iraq 
Government will have no option but to take disciplinary 
action against offendere in the interests of the 
preservation of internal security and public order. 

IT have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


(Sed) RS. . Stur 


Acting Sounseller to 
W.". the High Comirsioner for ‘Iraq. 


1€] 
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) END 
No, 2622, Secretariat ef the Council ef Ministers, 


Baghdad, 6th September, 1930, 


Tote 
The Pelitieal Seeretary te 
HB, the High Commissioner for ‘Iraq, 
Baghdad , 


I am directed te reply to your letter Ho, P.0.199 
dated the 4th September, 1950, regarding the proposed 
reply to be given to the signatories of the Kurdish 
petition, and to inform you that H.EB, the Acting Prime 
Minister agrees to the proposed amendment te the reply. 


Sa/- Karim Raffi, 
for Sesretary to the Ceuncil of Ministers, 


